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MICHIGAN STRATEGIC FUND 
APPROVED MEETING MINUTES 

April 16, 2024 
 
 

Member Present 
Quentin L. Messer, Jr.  
 
Members Joined Remotely  
Britany L. Affolter-Caine  
Wesley Eklund 
Rachael Eubanks 
John Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin)  
Dimitrius Hutcherson 
Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich)  
Dan Meyering 
Leon Richardson 
Charles P. Rothstein 
Susan Tellier 
Randy Thelen  
Cindy Warner 
  
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 
 
Mr. Messer called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. The meeting was held in person in the Lake 
Michigan Conference Room at the MEDC headquarters building in Lansing.  
 
Mr. Messer introduced Natalie Davenport, MSF Board Liaison, who conducted the attendance roll 
call. 
 
II.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ms. Natalie Davenport explained the process for members of the public to participate. Public 
comment was had.  
 

III.    COMMUNICATIONS  
Ms. Davenport stated that communications were emailed to the MSF Board on Friday, April 12th.  
 
MSF Subcommittee Reports  
Dimitrius Hutcherson, Chair of the MSF Finance and Investment Subcommittee, and Cindy 
Warner, Chair of the MSF Policy and Planning Subcommittee, provided updates on subcommittee 
activities. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
Resolution 2024-060, Approval of Consent Agenda Items 
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Quentin L. Messer Jr. asked if there were any questions from Board members regarding items 
under the Consent Agenda. There being none, Dimitrius Hutcherson motioned for the approval of 
the following: 
 

a. Proposed March 26, 2024, Meeting Minutes 
b. Suniva, Inc.: MBDP Write-Off Request 2024-061 
c. Greenfield Die & Manufacturing, Corp: MBDP Write-Off Request 2024-062 
d. BerQ US Investments, LLC: Private Activity Bond Inducement Extension 2024-063 
e. Michigan International Technology Center Redevelopment Authority: Act 381 Work 

Plan Amendment 2024-064 
f. CDBG-DR Infrastructure Projects 2024-065 
g. Albion Reinvestment Corporation and OZB Phase I, LLC: Phase I Big Albion Plan 2024-

066 
h. 1108 Water Street, LLC: MCRP Amendment 2024-067 
i. Veridea Group, LLC: MCRP Amendment 2024-068 

 
Dimitrius Hutcherson motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-060 to approve the consent 
agenda. Quentin L. Messer, Jr. seconded the motion. The motion carried: 13 ayes; 0 nays; 0 
recused.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John 
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director 
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan 
Tellier, Randy Thelen, Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None.  
 

V.      ATTRACT, RETAIN, AND GROW BUSINESS  
 
a. Resolution 2024-069 Strategic Site Readiness Program Grant for the Flint and Genesee 
Group Foundation. Christin Armstrong, Senior Vice President of Business Development 
Programs and Execution, supported by Tyler Rossmaessler of the Flint & Genesee Economic 
Alliance, provided the Board with information regarding this action. This action involves the 
consideration of a resolution to approve a Strategic Site Readiness Program grant in the amount of 
$9,247,683 for the Flint and Genesee Group Foundation.  
 
Following discussion, Charles P. Rothstein motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-069 for 
the approval of the Strategic Site Readiness Program grant. Quentin L. Messer, Jr. seconded the 
motion. The motion carried: 13 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John 
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director 
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan 
Tellier, Randy Thelen, Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None.  
 
b. Resolution 2024-070 Huntington Place Hotel MSF-Designated Renaissance Zone for 
Atwater & Associates, LLC. Jeremy Webb, Strategic Project Advisor, supported by Manny 
Torgow of Sterling Group, Danny Samson of Sterling Group, Brittney Hoszkiw of the City of 
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Detroit, and David Howell of the Detroit Economic Growth Corporation, provided the Board with 
information regarding this action. This action involves the consideration of a resolution to 
approve a Michigan Strategic Fund-Designated Renaissance Zone for a period of 30 years. 
 

Following discussion, Britany L. Affolter-Caine motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-
070 for the approval of the Renaissance Zone. Leon Richardson seconded the motion. The 
motion carried: 13 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John 
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director 
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan 
Tellier, Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None. 
 
Britany L. Affolter-Caine, recused, left the meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
 

VI.      DEVELOP ATTRACTIVE PLACES  
 
a. Resolution 2024-071 Future of Health Transformational Brownfield Plan for the City of 
Detroit Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. Rob Garza, Director of Statutory Analysis, 
supported by Richard Haddad of Pistons Sports and Entertainment and Brittney Hoszkiw of the 
City of Detroit, provided the Board with information regarding this action. This action involves 
the consideration of a resolution to approve an Act 381 Transformational Brownfield Plan for the 
City of Detroit Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. 
 
Following discussion, Cindy Warner motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-071 for the 
approval of the Transformational Brownfield Plan. Quentin L. Messer, Jr. seconded the motion. 
The motion carried: 12 ayes, 0 nays, 1 recused.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John Groen (in lieu of Director 
Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich), Quentin L. 
Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan Tellier, Randy Thelen, 
Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: Britany L. Affolter-Caine. 
 
Britany L. Affolter-Caine virtually rejoined the meeting at 10:09 a.m. 
 
Cindy Warner, recused, left the meeting at 10:10 a.m. 
 
b. Resolutions 2024-072 and 2024-073 Michigan Community Revitalization Program Loan 
and Act 381 Work Plan for Maple Block Flats, LLC, and the Emmet County Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority. Hannah Yurk, Community Development Manager, supported by Jeff 
Smoke of Great Lakes Capital and Shane Horn of the City of Petoskey, provided the Board with 
information regarding this action item. This action involves the consideration of two resolutions 
to approve a Michigan Community Revitalization Program performance-based direct loan in the 
amount of $2,000,000 for Maple Block Flats, LLC, and an Act 381 Work Plan for the Emmet 
County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority.  
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Following discussion, Wesley Eklund motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-072 to 
approve the Michigan Community Revitalization Program loan. Quentin L. Messer, Jr. seconded 
the motion. The motion carried: 12 ayes, 0 nays, 1 recused.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John 
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director 
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan 
Tellier, Randy Thelen; Nays: None; Recused: Cindy Warner.  
 
Dimitrius Hutcherson motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-073 for the approval of the 
Act 381 Work Plan. Quentin L. Messer, Jr. seconded the motion. The motion carried: 12 ayes, 0 
nays, 1 recused.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John 
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director 
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan 
Tellier, Randy Thelen; Nays: None; Recused: Cindy Warner.  
 
Cindy Warner virtually rejoined the meeting at 10:21 a.m.  
 

VII.      SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS  
 
a. Resolution 2024-074 Meadowbrook Ag-Grid LLC Private Activity Bond Inducement. 
Amber Westendorp, Capital Project & Portfolio Manager, supported by Rashi Akki and Abu Akki 
of Ag-Grid Energy, LLC, provided the Board with information regarding this action. This action 
involves the consideration of a resolution to approve a private activity bond inducement for an 
amount not to exceed $40,000,000 for Meadowbrook Ag-Grid, LLC. 
 
Following discussion, Quentin L. Messer, Jr. motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-074 
for the approval of the private activity bond inducement. Britany L. Affolter-Caine seconded the 
motion. The motion carried: 13 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John 
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director 
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan 
Tellier, Randy Thelen, Cindy Warner. Nays: None; Recused: None.  
 
VIII.      INFORMATIONAL  
 
a. Quentin L. Messer, Jr. noted the Michigan Strategic Fund Delegation of Authority Report for 
the period March 1, 2024, to March 31, 2024, was included in the meeting packet. There were no 
questions regarding the report.  
 
Quentin L. Messer, Jr. adjourned the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 



 

LEO is an equal opportunity employer/program.   
Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

105 WEST ALLEGAN STREET, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48933  www.michigan.gov/leo  517-241-6712 

 

 

 

 

 

January 21, 2022 

 
 
 
Ms. Katelyn Wilcox 
Board Relations Liaison  
Michigan Strategic Fund 
300 N. Washington Square  
Lansing, Ml  48913 
 
Re: Michigan Strategic Fund Board Meeting Designees 
 
Dear Ms. Wilcox: 
 
Pursuant to MCLA 16.51, I hereby confirm my designation of John Groen and 
Jonathan Smith as the persons authorized and empowered to act in my stead as 
a member of the Michigan Strategic Fund Board for scheduled meetings or 
portions thereof that I am unable to attend. 
 
If you need anything additional, please contact Diane Burton at (517) 230-5454.  
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Susan R. Corbin 
Director 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY  
LANSING 

SUSAN CORBIN 
DIRECTOR 





 
 

April 11, 2024 

 

 

MSF Fund Manager  

MEDC 

300 N. Washington Square 

Lansing, Michigan 48913 

 

Dear Fund Manager, 

 

This is to advise that I am recusing myself from voting and excuse myself during the discussion of the 

following item on the Michigan Strategic Fund Board Meeting Agenda on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. 

 

• Future of Health Transformational Brownfield Plan 

 

 

The reason for my recusal is that I have a potential conflict of interest with respect to one of the 

recipients of this investment.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Britany Affolter-Caine 

Executive Director 

Michigan’s University Research Corridor 



From: Cindy Warner
To: Matthew Casby (MEDC)
Cc: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)
Subject: Re: Maple Block Flats recusal
Date: Friday, April 12, 2024 3:34:08 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thanks Matt.

MSF Fund Manager.

Please let this serve as my recusal for the Maple Block Flats project that is on
the April MSF Board agenda. As I live in Northern Michigan, and know this
developer from his project in Traverse City, I believe it is best that I do not vote
on this project or any funding that he would/could receive from the MSF
Board.

All the best,
Cindy

Cindy Warner 
CEO/Founder
360ofMe.com 
1-844-360-ofme x700
cindy.warner@360ofme.com

“When the power of love overcomes the love of
power, the world will know peace. Jimi Hendrix”

mailto:cindy.warner@360OFME.com
mailto:casbym2@michigan.org
mailto:davenportn3@michigan.org
mailto:cindy.warner@360ofme.com






 
 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
300 North Washington Square 
Lansing, MI 48913 
Attn: Daniel Leonard, Hannah Yurk 
 
Re: Community Revitalization Program Application – Maple Block Flats, Petoskey 
 
Dear MEDC Staff, 
 
The City of Petoskey would like to reiterate its support for the Maple Block Flats project located 
at 1420 Standish Avenue. We have full confidence that the developer, Great Lakes Capital, is 
willing to do whatever it takes to create a successful housing project in our community. 
 
Our community is in dire need of attainable housing, and while strides have been taken to fill this 
need, demand is still outpacing supply in our area. Not only will the project provide housing, but 
it will also transform this area of Standish Avenue. The existing Michigan Maple Block building is 
a blighted scar on our city’s landscape and this project will completely reimage the unutilized 
property. This new project will create brand new housing that is walkable to our downtown which 
is currently non-existent. 
 
By restricting half of the development to be income restricted the developer has made it clear that 
they are committed to providing much needed workforce housing to our community. The City has 
stepped up to support the project with all tools available to us including tax increment financing 
and a tax abatement for the property.  
 
Since the project has received the largest MSHDA Missing Middle award in the state we are 
confident that our support is well placed. Even with this award and others the project is still 
financially challenging for the development. We implore you to utilize the Community 
Revitalization Program to support this project with $2 million fill in the last blank for financial 
support of the project.  
 
Please reach out to my office with any questions about the project or the city’s support of it. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

        
_________________       ___________________ 
John Murphy        Shane Horn 
Mayor         City Manager 
City of Petoskey        City of Petoskey 



City of Petoskey 
Office of City Manager 
l01 East Lake Street, Petoskey, Michigan 49770 • 231 347-2500 • Fax 231 348-0350 

June 23, 2023 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
300 North ·washington Square 
Lansing, Ml 48913 

Re: Maple Block Flats, Petoskey 

Dear MEDC Staff, 

The City of Petoskey strongly supports the development of Maple Block Flats located at 1420 
Standish Ave in Petoskey. Great Lakes Capital has our full support in their efforts to bring 
attainable housing to the city of Petoskey. 

This development will not only redevelop vacant industrial space that has been vacant for 3+ 
years, but it will also supply our city with desperately needed workforce housing. Our city and 
its residents have very few options when it comes to new workforce housing. Many 
businesses and organizations in Petoskey face an uphill battle when it comes to recruiting 
potential prospects because of the large shortage in housing. By committing a portion of units 
in this development to be income restricted, Great Lakes Capital will be filling our need for 
affordable housing. 

Not only will the development provide much-needed housing to the area, but it will also clean 
up an environmentally contaminated piece of land. This clean-up will have a positive impact 
on the overall environmental well-being of the surrounding area. 

The contaminated site and the high construction costs associated with this development 
create large barriers for the financial viability of this project. We fully support any offset to 
costs that the MEDC can provide to GLC as the redevelopment of this property as its success 
will have a broad and profoundly positive impact on our community as a whole. 

Sincerely, 



June 16,2023

Quentin L. Messer, Jr., CEO

Michigan Economic Development Corporation
300 N. Washington Squa re

Lansing, Ml 48913

Re: Maple Block Flats, Petoskey

Dear Quentin Messer, Jr.:

Emmet County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority strongly supports the development of Maple Block

Flats located at 1420 Standish Ave in Petoskey. Great Lakes Capital has our full support in their efforts to
bring attainable housing to the city of Petoskey.

This development will not only redevelop vacant industrial space that has been vacant for 3+ years, but it
will also supply our county with desperately needed workforce housing. Emmet County and its residents

have very few options when it comes to new workforce housing. Many businesses and organizations in

Petoskey and surrounding areas face an uphill battle when it comes to recruiting potential prospects

because of the large shortage in housing. By committing a portion of units in this development to be

income restricted, Great Lakes Capital will be helping to fill our need for affordable housing.

Not only will the development provide much-needed housing to the area, but it will also clean up an

environmentally contaminated piece of land. This clean-up will have a positive impact on the overail

environmental well-being of the surrounding area.

The contaminated site and the high construction costs associated with this development create large

barriers for the financial viability ofthis project. We fully support any offset to costs that the M E DC ca n

provide to GLC as the redevelopment of this property and its success will have a broad and profoundly
positive impact on our community as a whole.

The Emmet County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority supports the grant application and looks
forward to working toward a housing development on the property.

Sincerely,

( .:'*r---t^ P-<A;,>
Sean Pollion
Chair, Emmet County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority

cc: Senator John Damoose, 37th District
Representative Neil Friske, 107th District



October 27, 2023 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
300 North Washington Square 
Lansing, MI 48913 

Re: Community Revitalization Program Application – Maple Block Flats, Petoskey 

Dear MEDC Staff, 

Housing North strongly supports the development of Maple Block Flats located at 1420 Standish Ave in 
Petoskey. Great Lakes Capital has our full support in their efforts to bring attainable housing to the city 
of Petoskey. 

This development will not only redevelop vacant industrial space that has been vacant for 3+ years, but 
it will also supply our city with desperately needed workforce housing. Petoskey and its residents have 
very few options when it comes to new workforce housing. Many businesses and organizations in 
Petoskey face an uphill battle when it comes to recruiting potential prospects because of the large 
shortage in housing. By committing a portion of units in this development to be income restricted, Great 
Lakes Capital will be filling our need for affordable housing. 

Not only will the development provide much-needed housing to the area, but it will also clean up an 
environmentally contaminated piece of land. This clean-up will have a positive impact on the overall 
environmental well-being of the surrounding area.  

The contaminated site and the high construction costs associated with this development create large 
barriers for the financial viability of this project.  We fully support any offset to costs that the MEDC can 
provide to GLC as the redevelopment of this property as its success will have a broad and profoundly 
positive impact on our community as a whole. 

Sincerely, 

Yarrow Brown 
Executive Director 
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October 24, 2023 

To Whom It May Concern, 

The demand for housing in Petoskey continues grow and affordable 
options are becoming more and more scarce. The market is extremely 
underserved and I am in support of any efforts to provide a solution 
to working-class people in our area. 

As a leader representing the largest employer in the city of Petoskey, I 
would like to express my support for Great Lakes Capital's new 
development at the former Michigan Maple Block site. Due to the lack of 
affordable housing solutions in the area we have lost valued 
employees, and struggle in recruiting new colleagues, because the cost 
of housing is too great a stretch. These struggles will 
continue if employees are not able to find affordable housing in our city. 
By bringing over 200 new housing units into our community the Great 
Lakes Capital project will grant our workforce the ability to live close to 
where they work at a rate they can afford. 

Additionally, I understand the high cost of construction for such a 
development and support any local efforts and programs that can help 
the developer make financial sense of the project. Granting Great 
Lakes Capital an offset of their costs I believe to be a sound investment 
in the local community. This will truly create a direct and positive 
impact on both our company and the community as a whole. 

Sincerely, 

Brent J. Mallek 
Vice President Human Resources 
McLaren Northern Michigan Hospital 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 

November 10, 2023 
 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
300 North Washington Square 
Lansing, MI 48913 
 
Re: Community Revitalization Program Application – Maple Block Flats, Petoskey 
 
Dear MEDC Staff, 
 
Moeller Aerospace strongly supports the development of affordable workforce housing in 
the Petoskey area. An effort is currently underway with the Maple Block Flats located at 1420 
Standish Ave in Petoskey. Great Lakes Capital and developers like them have our full support 
in their efforts to bring attainable housing to the city of Petoskey and surrounding area. 
 
This development will not only redevelop vacant industrial space that has been vacant for 3+ 
years, but it will also supply our city with desperately needed workforce housing. Our city 
and its residents have very few options when it comes to new workforce housing. Most of 
our employees travel from as far away as Cheboygan (30+ miles away). Many businesses and 
organizations in Petoskey face an uphill battle when it comes to recruiting potential 
prospects because of the large shortage in housing. By committing a portion of units in this 
development to be income restricted, Great Lakes Capital will be helping to fill our need for 
affordable housing. 
 
Not only will the development provide much-needed housing to the area, but we understand 
it will also clean up an environmentally contaminated piece of land. This clean-up will likely 
have a positive impact on the overall environmental well-being of the surrounding area.  
 
The contaminated site and the high construction costs associated with this development 
create large barriers for the financial viability of this project.  We fully support any offset to 
costs that the MEDC can provide to GLC as the redevelopment of this property as its success 
will have a broad and profoundly positive impact on our community as a whole. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nate Holmes, SHRM-CP 
Human Resources Manager 



October 24, 2023 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

300 North Washington Square 

Lansing, MI 48913 

Re: Maple Block Flats, Petoskey 

Dear MEDC Staff, 

North Central Michigan College lends its backing to the development of Maple Block Flats located at 1420 Standish 

Ave in Petoskey.  Great Lakes Capital has our support in their efforts to bring attainable housing to the City of 

Petoskey. 

There is most certainly a need for workforce housing in Petoskey:  housing that aligns with the character and 

zoning requirements of the City, which cannot become short-term rental units.  Our city and its residents have 

very few options when it comes to new workforce housing.  Many businesses and organizations in Petoskey face 

an uphill battle when it comes to recruiting potential employees, because of the large shortage in such housing. 

By committing a portion of units in this development to be income restricted, Great Lakes Capital will be tackling 

(in part) the need for affordable housing in this region. 

Not only will the development provide much-needed housing to the area, but it will also clean up an 

environmentally-contaminated piece of land. This remediation will have a positive impact on the overall 

environmental well-being of Petoskey.  

The contaminated site and the high construction costs associated with this development create large barriers for 

the financial viability of this project.  We fully support any offset to costs that the MEDC can provide to GLC for 

the redevelopment of this property, as its success will have a broad and profoundly positive impact on our 

community as a whole. 

Sincerely, 

David Roland Finley, Ph.D. 

President 



October 27, 2023

Michigan Economic Development Corporation
300 North Washington Square
Lansing, MI 48913

Re: Community Revitalization Program Application – Maple Block Flats, Petoskey

Dear MEDC Staff,

The Petoskey Regional Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the development of Maple Block Flats 
located at 1420 Standish Ave in Petoskey. Great Lakes Capital has our full support in their efforts to 
bring attainable housing to the city of Petoskey.

This development will not only redevelop vacant industrial space that has been vacant for 3+ years, but it 
will also supply our city with desperately needed workforce housing. Our city and its residents have very 
few options when it comes to new workforce housing. Many businesses and organizations in Petoskey 
face an uphill battle when it comes to recruiting potential prospects and retaining existing talent because 
of the large shortage in housing. By committing a portion of units in this development to be income 
restricted, Great Lakes Capital will be addressing part of our need for affordable housing.

Not only will the development provide much-needed housing to the area, but it will also clean up an 
environmentally contaminated piece of land. This clean-up will have a positive impact on the overall 
environmental well-being of the surrounding area. 

The contaminated site and the high construction costs associated with this development create large 
barriers for the financial viability of this project.  We fully support any offset to costs that the MEDC can 
provide to GLC as the redevelopment of this property as its success will have a broad and profoundly 
positive impact on our community as a whole.

If you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Nikki Devitt, IOM
President
Petoskey Regional Chamber of Commerce





 

 

 

 

February 15, 2024 

Detroit City Council 
2 Woodward Avenue 
Suite 1340 
Detroit, MI  48226 
 

RE: SUPPORT FOR THE PROPOSED WATER SQUARE HOTEL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Dear Honorable City Council Members: 
 

IBEW Local 58 would like to express its support for the Hotel at Water Square located at 600 Civic Center Drive.  The 
local represents thousands of active and retired members who work in Southeast Michigan’s Electrical Construction 
Industry.  Our workforce development initiatives look to leverage the demand for skilled trades craftworkers into 
opportunities for residents in the City of Detroit. 
 

We are supportive of the Hotel at Water Square, which would build a world-class hotel connected to Detroit’s 
convention center and add much-needed meeting spaces, restaurants, and recreational areas to support our 
downtown events and draw visitors to our city. 
 

The development team has committed to local jobs for local workers by ensuring Union trades involvement on the 
construction of the hotel at Water Square.  We believe this dedication will positively impact residents and businesses 
downtown. 
 

The infusion of 396.5 million dollars in private investment and construction of 600 hotel rooms directly connected to 
Huntington Place will unlock Detroit’s capacity to host more high impact events and conventions, bringing more 
visitors to our city and improving Detroit’s ability to host world class events. 
 

The Sterling Group has successfully worked with us before and we are excited at the chance to produce for them 
again.  IBEW Local 58 is in support of the project and understands both the need and request for tax abatements to 
ensure that the project is constructed successfully. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul VanOss, Business Manager / Financial Secretary 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 58 
 

PVO/skc/opeiu42afl-cio 







              LISA SPINDLER STUDIO 

February 1, 2024 

Detroit City Council 
2 Woodward Ave Suite 1340 
Detroit MI 48226 

Re: Support for the Proposed Water Square Hotel Development 

Dear Honorable City Council members: 

I would like to express my complete support for the proposed Water Square Hotel Development on the Detroit 
Riverfront! 

I have been a corporate business owner in Detroit for over 30 years and was born in Detroit. My company is located 
downtown on Woodward Ave. and feel that this hotel would be a much needed welcome for the city of Detroit. Many 
of my clients and customers visiting and working in Detroit have expressed the need for more hotel options when 
they come here. There simply isn’t enough hotel options for people that want to experience Detroit, many for the first 
time. 

After working with the Sterling Group on the Water Square Residence project I feel fully confident and excited about 
their new hotel project proposal which would only add to the positive experience for both Detroiters and those who 
are coming to Detroit. I am very excited and looking forward to telling my friends, family and customers know that 
this beautiful project will be a new addition to the Detroit skyline and riverfront. 

I am fully in support of this project, 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Spindler 
President 
Lisa Spindler Photography Inc. 
1520 Woodward Ave 
Detroit MI 48226 
313-713-2158 



 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                        February 19, 2024 
Detroit City Council 
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 1340 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
RE:  Support for the Proposed Water Square Hotel Development 
 
Dear Honorable City Councilmembers: 
 
Plumbers Local Union 98 would like to express its support for the Hotel at Water Square located at 600 Civic 
Center Drive.  Plumbers Local Union 98 has been a supportive force in Detroit since 1893.  We give jobs to our 
members that support their families from the cradle to the grave.  All that with protecting our health of the 
water systems, hospitals, schools and so much more. 
    We are supportive of the Hotel at Water Square, which would build a world-class hotel connected to 
Detroit’s convention center and add much-needed meeting spaces, restaurants, and recreational areas to 
support our downtown events and draw visitors to our city. 
    The construction of the Hotel at Water Square’s 600 top-of-the-line hotel rooms will supply desperately 
needed capacity to downtown Detroit, and once completed, will contribute 2.6 billion dollars in new visitor 
spending to Detroit’s economy. 
    The infusion of 396.5 million dollars in private investment and the construction of 600 hotel rooms directly 
connected to Huntington Place will unlock Detroit’s capacity to host more high impact events and conventions 
bringing more visitors to our city and improving Detroit’s ability to host world-class events. 
    Without the project, Detroit will continue to lose large convention events to cities like Columbus, Ohio and 
Indianapolis, Indiana who have already invested in their hotel capacity to host national events. 
    I am confident that this team will build a first-rate project and will provide a high-quality operations team 
once it is complete.  Plumbers Local Union 98 is in support of the project and understands both the need and 
request for tax abatements to ensure that the project is constructed successfully. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Carlo Castiglione 
Business Manager 
Detroit Plumbers Local 98 
313-986-3963 
ccast@ualocal98.org 
Protecting the health of Michigan for 131 years 
Serving the counties of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, St. Clair 
Sanilac, Huron, the cities of Detroit & Brighton Township  
 
 
 



To whom it may concern, 

 

I would like to express my support of the project on 600 Civic Center Drive in Detroit, MI.  As 
a business owner in the city of Detroit dating back 12 years, I have witnessed this city 
continue to grow year after year.  That being said, it has been obvious that we have missed 
out on being a true destination for larger conventions as well as more consistent 
conventions compared to other major cities.  The proposed development at 600 Civic 
Center Drive would immediately give Detroit the opportunity to compete with other major 
cities with an increase of 600 hotel rooms.  Not to mention the fact it would be attached to 
the convention center.   

 

This would be a benefit to the city, its residents and the businesses in the city of Detroit.  As 
someone who invested in the city 12 years ago, when things were just starting to turn 
around, I applaud the Development team that is behind this project for continuing to invest 
in our cities growth.  I have toured the development teams new residential tower that is 
adjacent to the proposed development at 600 Civic Center, and I am confident that they 
can deliver a first-class hotel this city so desperately needs.  I am a part of a hospitality 
group that has brought a licensed Starbucks, multiple fast casual locations and a new full-
service restaurant to the city.  It’s important to me to see the city continue to grow.  I fully 
support the development at 600 Civic Center Drive and hope to see progress made as we 
continue to build this city stronger day after day.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can assist in any way.  Thank you for 
your time. 

Regards, 

 

Randy Dickow  

RAF Global  

Triple Shot Gourmet 

RADD Enterprises 

MR Hospitality  



 

     





 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
March 4, 2024 
 
Detroit City Council  
2 Woodward Ave, Suite 1340 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
Re: Support for the Proposed Water Square Hotel Development  
 
Dear Honorable City Councilmembers:  
 
The Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters and Millwrights (MRCC) would like to express its 
support for the Hotel at Water Square located at 600 Civic Center Drive. The MRCC represents 
over 14,000 carpenters, millwrights, floor coverers and other skilled trades professionals 
throughout the state, including carpenters who work inside Huntington Place.  
 
We are supportive of the Hotel at Water Square, which would build a world-class hotel 
connected to Detroit’s convention center and add much-needed meeting spaces, restaurants, 
and recreational areas to support our downtown events and draw visitors to our city.  
 
The construction of the Hotel at Water Square’s 600 top-of -the-line hotel rooms will supply 
desperately needed capacity to downtown Detroit, and once completed, will contribute 2.6 billion 
dollars in new visitor spending to Detroit’s economy.  
 
The infusion of 396.5-million dollars in private investment and the construction of 600 hotel 
rooms directly connected to Huntington Place will unlock Detroit’s capacity to host more high 
impact events and conventions - bringing more visitors to our city and improving Detroit’s ability 
to host world-class events. 
 
Without the project, Detroit will continue to lose large convention events to cities like Columbus, 
OH and Indianapolis, IN who have already invested in their hotel capacity to host national 
events.  
 
I am confident that this team will build a first-rate project and will provide a high-quality 
operations team once it is complete The MRCC supports the project and understands both the 
need and request for tax abatements to ensure that the project is constructed successfully.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Mike Barnwell, President 





 
 
 
January 17, 2024 
 
 
 
Detroit City Council 
2 Woodward Ave, Suite 1340 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
Re:  Support for the Proposed Water Square Hotel Development 
 
Dear Honorable City Councilmembers: 
 
The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy (DRFC) would like to express its support for the proposed 
project at 600 Civic Center Drive. The DRFC was founded in 2003 to lead the transformation, 
activation, and stewardship of the Detroit Riverfront.  In the past 20 years, the Riverfront has 
become one of the most significant gathering places in the City of Detroit, welcoming over 3 million 
visitors per year.  The riverfront has also become an engine of economic activity, with over $2 
billion invested in the riverfront district since 2003.  The tax revenue from these projects have had 
a significant positive impact on the revenue of the City of Detroit.  Our recent efforts have focused 
on connecting the riverfront to Detroit’s neighborhoods, particularly those on the west side of the 
city.  In 2025, the 22-acre Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park will open to the public, and will 
draw residents from the entire city to this previously forgotten part of our community.  The park 
will also be a great amenity for out-of-town visitors who come to events at Huntington Place.   
 
We are supportive of the project at 600 Civic Center Drive, which would provide much-needed 
capacity to support our downtown events and help draw visitors to our city.   
 
The proposed development of a 600-key hotel will supply desperately needed capacity to 
downtown Detroit. The additional infusion of private investment and the additional hotel rooms in 
close proximity to Huntington Place will result in a greater number of high impact events and 
conventions the City of Detroit will be able to host, bringing a significant number of visitors to the 
riverfront. Without the project, the City of Detroit will continue to lose large convention events to 
other cities in the nation that are better equipped with adequate hotel capacity to host events.  
 
I have met with the development team and have toured their other riverfront project.  Based on 
those discussions, I am confident that this team will build a first-rate project and will provide a 
high-quality operations team once it is complete.  The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy is in support 
of the project and understands both the need and request for incentives on the project to ensure 
success.  
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark C. Wallace, CEO 
President & CEO 



To whom it may concern, 

 

I would like to express my support of the project on 600 Civic Center Drive in Detroit, MI.  As 
a business owner in the city of Detroit dating back 12 years, I have witnessed this city 
continue to grow year after year.  That being said, it has been obvious that we have missed 
out on being a true destination for larger conventions as well as more consistent 
conventions compared to other major cities.  The proposed development at 600 Civic 
Center Drive would immediately give Detroit the opportunity to compete with other major 
cities with an increase of 600 hotel rooms.  Not to mention the fact it would be attached to 
the convention center.   

 

This would be a benefit to the city, its residents and the businesses in the city of Detroit.  As 
someone who invested in the city 12 years ago, when things were just starting to turn 
around, I applaud the Development team that is behind this project for continuing to invest 
in our cities growth.  I have toured the development teams new residential tower that is 
adjacent to the proposed development at 600 Civic Center, and I am confident that they 
can deliver a first-class hotel this city so desperately needs.  I am a part of a hospitality 
group that has brought a licensed Starbucks, multiple fast casual locations and a new full-
service restaurant to the city.  It’s important to me to see the city continue to grow.  I fully 
support the development at 600 Civic Center Drive and hope to see progress made as we 
continue to build this city stronger day after day.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can assist in any way.  Thank you for 
your time. 

Regards, 

 

Randy Dickow  

RAF Global  

Triple Shot Gourmet 

RADD Enterprises 

MR Hospitality  



WISE Commercial Real Estate 

P.O. Box 31-1631  Detroit, MI  48231  (313) 585-9551 

February 5, 2024 

 

 

Detroit City Council 

2 Woodward Ave., Suite 1340 

Detroit, MI  48226 

 

RE: HOTEL AT WATER SQUARE (PROPOSED) 

 

Dear Honorable City Council Councilmembers: 

 

I am pleased to offer this letter of support for the proposed project commonly known as the Hotel at Water 

Square, located in Detroit, MI. I support this project for several reasons. 

 

First, this project is one of great need. It is widely known within the convention and tourism industry that a 

dearth of hotel rooms exists within the downtown Detroit area. Despite additional rooms resulting from 

recently completed hotel projects, Detroit lacks sufficient hotel rooms to support and attract larger 

conventions and events. It is also known that convention groups will often not even consider a location 

lacking a convention center which is physically connected to a significant hotel. This project will aid the 

Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau in addressing this substantial obstacle in its attempts to lure 

convention business to Detroit. 

 

Second, this project will add energy and excitement to an emerging West Riverfront neighborhood. It will 

offer restaurants and other amenities that not only benefit hotel guests, but visitors and residents as well. The 

physical extension of Second Ave. southward will add another access point to the Detroit riverfront and 

tremendously improve the environment of that location from what currently exists today. 

   

Finally, and just as importantly, the Sterling Group exemplifies great corporate citizenship for Detroit. Since 

its founding, almost four decades ago, the Sterling Group has invested heavily in Detroit, even during times 

when very few others were willing to do so. It has also given generously to the community. I have had the 

pleasure of knowing and working with various team members of the Sterling Group spanning my nearly 30-

year career in commercial real estate in Detroit. Quality, integrity, and respect are words that come to mind 

when I think of them. 

 

As a native, lifelong Detroit resident and business owner, I encourage you to support this project for the 

assorted reasons stated above. I look forward to offering my friends and business associates a new and 

exciting riverfront alternative for their lodging needs when they visit Detroit. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

WISE Commercial Real Estate 

 
Alan Scott White 

CEO/President 

 



 

 

February 19, 2024 
 
Detroit City Council  
2 Woodward Ave,  
Suite 1340  
Detroit, MI 48226  
 
Re: Support for the Proposed Water Square Hotel Development  
 
Dear Honorable City Councilmembers: 
 
Visit Detroit, the convention and visitor bureau for Detroit and Southeast Michigan, enthusiastically 
supports the proposed Water Square Hotel development. Visit Detroit helps welcome millions of visitors 
to Detroit each year, helping to generate billions of dollars in economic activity for the city. However, 
hundreds of thousands of additional visitors have not been able to come to Detroit, because we lack a 
connected convention center hotel.  
 
Visit Detroit conducted a 2018-2022 lost business analysis of conventions that wanted to come to 
Detroit but could not because the city did not have a connected hotel. In five years, Detroit has lost out 
on: 
 

• Over 1 million visitors 

• 650,000 room nights  

• $524 million in spending  
 
Detroit could and should have hosted events like the National Society of Black Engineers, the Women’s 
Business Enterprise National Council, the IEEE SC Conference, and dozens of additional events, but we 
couldn’t match their requirements. With the new 600 room Water Square Hotel development, Detroit 
will be in a significantly better position to compete and win events. 
 
If you have any questions about this letter or Visit Detroit’s support of the Detroit Salon, please contact 
me at cmolinari@visitdetroit.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Claude Molinari  
President and CEO of Visit Detroit 

mailto:cmolinari@visitdetroit.com


 
                                    

 
February 22, 2024 

 
 

Detroit City Council 
2 Woodward, Suite 1340 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
RE: Support for the Proposed Water Square Hotel Development 
 
 
Dear Honorable City Councilmembers. 
 
Huntington Place venue leadership wholeheartedly supports the development of a 
hotel attached to the convention center. It is our belief that this project will lead to 
more conventions and event business for the center and city. 
 
The addition of an attached hotel makes the convention center better able to 
compete for business against some of the nation’s top centers including Chicago, 
Indianapolis, and Columbus to name just a few, who already have this configuration 
in place. 
 
An attached hotel will provide beneficial services for our guests including indoor 
connectivity/accessibility (especially for disabled and elderly guests) and additional 
food and beverage options as well as guest services support. 
 
We are currently working to bring several events to Detroit/Huntington Place that are 
waiting for us to announce the attached hotel before committing to the destination. 
 
Lastly, convention and event business will bring greater economic impact to 
downtown and metro Detroit. From taxis and ride share drivers to hotels, 
restaurants, bars, nightclubs, casinos, shops, sporting venues, museums and 
entertainment venues, convention attendees spend money which translates directly 
to hospitality jobs and the vitality of the entire region.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
             Greg DeSandy 
             Director of Sales & Development 
 

ONE WASHINGTON BLVD. 
DETROIT, MI  48226 

PHONE:  313-877-8777 
WWW.HUNTINGTONPLACEDETROIT.COM 

 























































April 10, 2024

Mr. Quentin L. Messer  
President & Chairperson of the Michigan Strategic Fund Board  
300 N Washington Square  
Lansing MI 48913

RE: Future of Health Development

Dear Mr. Messer:

I’m writing to express my support for the Future of Health development being 
proposed by three long-standing community partners that include Henry Ford 
Health, the Detroit Pistons and yes, Michigan State University (even though 
my heart remains with the maze and blue of Michigan).  It’s a great 
opportunity for Detroit, a city I grew up in and continue to call home.

As someone who had the privilege of taking on the responsibility of being a 
caregiver for my grandmother and mother, I see this as critical a moment for 
Detroit to secure and ensure state-of-the-art hospital and emergency health 
care along with important medical research that will address chronic medical 
issues and diseases that affect our population.  Residents of our city deserve 
these significant resources and should not need to travel outside Detroit to 
receive this type of care.

This development adds investment beyond downtown, increases safety for 
the community and expands available units of affordable housing, creates jobs 
and will bring new life to the New Center area. 

Thank you for your time and reviewing this letter. As you know, I received my 
opportunity through the game of basketball and know what great partners Tom 
Gores and the Detroit Pistons have been in supporting our community and so 
many of my students at the Jalen Rose Leadership Academy.

Please consider supporting this initiative with a resounding yes vote. It could 
be the opportunity for someone like me to get their shot. Whether if it’s 
through medical research, housing, scholarship funding or community micro 
grants, this is a chance. Let's not prevent that.  As our city motor states, "We 
hope for better things; it shall rise from the ashes."

Sincerely,
Jalen Rose

Founder, Jalen Rose Leadership Academy

 
Enter a Learner: Exit a Leader. 

15000 Trojan Street 

Detroit, MI 48235 

313-397-3333 

www.JRLADetroit.com 

JRLA Board of Directors 

Jalen Rose, President 

Greg Boll, Vice President 

Dean Brody, Treasurer 

Dennis Archer, Jr., Secretary 

Christopher Brochert., Director 

Leigh Chandler, Director 

Shawna Forbes, Director 

Burt Jordan, Director 

Wendy Lewis Jackson, Director 

JRLA Principal 

Wendie Lewis 

http://www.jrladetroit.com
http://www.jrladetroit.com
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