

Michigan Convention Center COVID-19 Relief Grant Program
Process Document

With the outbreak of COVID-19 and the related critical measures taken to reduce the impact of this public health emergency in Michigan, the State’s convention centers are facing significant negative economic impacts. In response, the State of Michigan has allocated up to $4,000,000 to the Michigan Strategic Fund (“MSF”) from the Convention Facility Development Fund to implement the Convention Center COVID-19 Relief Program (“Program”) for the purpose of awarding grants to convention centers negatively impacted by the COVID-19 virus and related measures to protect public safety. 

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation (“MEDC”) provides administrative services for the MSF and the Program. The MEDC will be accepting Applications to the Program and performing application eligibility screening, with final approval of Applications and funding by, and through, the MSF.

A. APPLICATION:
1. Applicant will use a portal hosted by the MEDC to apply for a Program Grant. All Applications will be submitted via DocuSign® electronically to ConventionCenterGrant@michigan.org. 
a. The link to the portal, eligibility guidelines and application information will be posted on the MSF webpage.

2. Applicant will be asked to provide the following information to the MEDC at the time of application for a grant:
a. A completed Application, a copy of which is attached;
b. Identification and contact information;
c. A Certificate of Good Standing in Michigan, as applicable to the Applicant, (i.e., those entities where such is applicable (i.e., corporations, limited partnerships, LLC’s)).
d. Other records that may be requested; and
e. The Application has built in all the MSF terms and conditions, and affirmations, including the following basic Program highlights:
i. The Applicant’s convention center is available to members of the public for lease or rental on a short-term basis for holding conventions, meetings, exhibits, and similar events;
ii. The Applicant’s convention center has any combination of convention hall, auditorium, meeting rooms, and exhibition areas that are separate and distinct and contiguous to each other;
iii. The Applicant’s convention center is publicly owned and of a size at least 10,000 square feet and is located within a county in Michigan with a population between: 170,000 -180,000; 181,000-191,000; 290,000-300,000; and 650,000-660,000 as of Michigan’s 2010 decennial census;
iv. The Applicant has not received, or will not receive, funding distributed to a metropolitan authority created under the Regional Convention Facility Authority Act, Public Act 554 of 2008 for the operational deficit costs of a qualified convention facility operated by the authority for purposes under that act for fiscal years ending September 30, 2020 through September 30, 2025 as described in Section 10(2)(a) of Public Act 205 of 2020;
v. The Applicant must register in SIGMA and provide its registration number in the Application, as well as affirm it has entered all banking information to be EFT ready;
vi. The Applicant will affirm it is current, on an approved payment plan, or otherwise contesting in good faith, federal, state, local and real estate taxes;
vii. As required by the MSF Background Review Policy (last updated April 2019), the Applicant will affirm that the Applicant and certain of its affiliated individuals and owners do not have the prohibited civil liabilities and criminal convictions described in Section 88c(4)(a) and (b) and will not use the funds for the prohibited purposes described in Section 88c(4)(c)-(e); 
viii. The Applicant is required to provide a report by September 30, 2021, detailing how the grant funds were used; 
ix. The Applicant will affirm that the Program funds will only be used by the Applicant for the period of December 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021 for eligible expenses: and
x. All other required MSF terms and conditions.



B. PROCESS:

1. MEDC will perform the screening of all Applications to determine grant eligibility: 
a. A completed Application with all required documentation; 
b. Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until the earlier of (i) exhaustion of available funding, or (ii) May 1, 2021.
c. The maximum grant amount to any single eligible convention center is $1,000,000 and once the requisite allocations for the grants are exhausted, no further grants may be deemed eligible by MEDC or approved by the MSF.

2. If MEDC deems the Application complete, the Application and all supporting documents submitted by the Applicant, will be evaluated by the MEDC for recommendation for MSF approval.
 
3. If MEDC deems the Applicant incomplete or deferred: MEDC will notify the grant applicant and request the additional information needed to continue eligibility screening.  The Applicant must resubmit a deferred application.

4. If MEDC deems the Application ineligible: MEDC will notify the Applicant with a notification of ineligibility.  The notification must include reasons for ineligibility.  Reasons may include, ineligible business entity or grant funds have been exhausted.

5. The MEDC will communicate on the MSF webpage when applications are no longer being accepted. 

6. MEDC Finance Team will verify that each eligible Application is registered in SIGMA, and remaining Program funding is available, prior to forwarding to the MSF Fund Manager for countersignature.
 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk45238681]Subject to Applicant registration in SIGMA, and remaining Program funding, the MEDC Finance Team will forward the eligible Applications to the MSF Fund Manager for approval by countersignature via DocuSign®.

8. Upon approval by the MSF Fund Manager via countersignature in DocuSign®, subject to remaining funding, the DocuSign® process will permit the Applicant and the MEDC Finance Team to be notified of the Program grant approval. 

9. Upon notification of grant approval, the MEDC Finance Team will execute the MSF process for Michigan Department of Treasury to pay the applicable Program funds to each approved Application, and as such Applicant is EFT ready, subject to remaining funding, and prior to September 30, 2021.
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