MICHIGAN STRATEGIC FUND
APPROVED MEETING MINUTES
March 26, 2024

Member Present
Quentin L. Messer, Jr.

Members Joined Remotely

Britany L. Affolter-Caine

Wesley Eklund

Rachael Eubanks

John Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin)
Dimitrius Hutcherson

Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich)
Dan Meyering

Leon Richardson

Charles P. Rothstein

Susan Tellier

Randy Thelen

Cindy Warner

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

Mr. Messer called the meeting to order at 8:59 a.m. The meeting was held in person in the Lake
Michigan Conference Room at the MEDC headquarters building in Lansing.

Mr. Messer introduced Natalie Davenport, MSF Board Liaison, who conducted the attendance roll

call.

II. CONSENT AGENDA
Resolution 2024-045, Approval of Consent Agenda Items

Quentin L. Messer Jr. asked if there were any questions from Board members regarding items under
the Consent Agenda. There being none, Dimitrius Hutcherson motioned for the approval of the

following:

Approval of February 27, 2024, Meeting Minutes

o e

Chelsea Rockwell, LLC: MCRP Grant Amendment 2024-046

c. Uptown Reinvestment Corporation: Performance-Based Grant Amendment 2024-

047
d. Selden Partners, LLC: MCRP Amendment 2024-048

e. Wixom Site Redevelopment Project: MBT Brownfield Credit Amendment 2024-

049
f.  MSF Public Comment Policy Revisions 2024-050
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Dimitrius Hutcherson motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-045 to approve the consent
agenda. Britany L. Affolter-Caine seconded the motion. The motion carried: 13 ayes; 0 nays; 0
recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan
Tellier, Randy Thelen, Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None.

III. PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. Natalie Davenport explained the process for members of the public to participate. Public
comment was had.

IV. COMMUNICATIONS
Ms. Davenport stated that communications were emailed to the MSF Board on Friday, March
22" and Monday, March 25,

MSF Subcommittee Reports

Dimitrius Hutcherson, Chair of the MSF Finance and Investment Subcommittee, and Cindy
Warner, Chair of the MSF Policy and Planning Subcommittee, provided updates on subcommittee
activity.

IV. ATTRACT, RETAIN, AND GROW BUSINESS

a. Resolution 2024-051 Copperwood Resources, Inc. Strategic Site Readiness Program Grant.
Michelle Grinnell, Senior Vice President of Industry and Market Services, supported by Christin
Armstrong, Senior Vice President of Business Development Programs & Execution and Associate
General Counsel, provided the Board with information regarding this action. This action involves
the consideration of a resolution to approve a Strategic Site Readiness Program grant in the amount
of up to $50,000,000 for Copperwood Resources, Inc.

Following discussion, Dimitrius Hutcherson motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-051
for the approval of the Strategic Site Readiness Program grant. Cindy Warner seconded the
motion. The motion carried: 13 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan
Tellier, Randy Thelen, Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None.

Quentin L. Messer, Jr. announced that agenda items VIl.a “Future Heritage Fund GP, LLC” and
VIL.b “Venture Investor Health Fund 7 (Michigan) LP” will go before agenda item V.b “M-1
RAIL.”

Cindy Warner, recused, left the meeting at 11:02 a.m.
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V. SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS

a. Resolution 2024-052 SSBCI 2.0 Small Business Venture Capital Program Funding for
The Future Heritage Fund, LP. Chris Cook, Managing Director of Capital Access, supported by
Derek Batts, Managing Partner and Chief Investment Officer of Union Heritage Capital, Nia
Batts, Chief Marketing Officer of Union Heritage Capital, Joshua Tooker, Principal at Union
Heritage Venture Partners, Ashley Reid, Principal and Director of Platform at Union Heritage,
and Dug Song, co-founder and general manager of Duo Security, provided the Board with
information regarding this action. This action involves the consideration of a resolution to
approve State Small Business Credit Initiative 2.0 Venture Capital Program funding in the
amount of up to $11,000,000 in the form of a limited partner investment for The Future Heritage
Fund, LP.

Following discussion, Britany L. Affolter-Caine motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-
052 for the approval of SSBCI 2.0 Small Business Venture Capital Program for The Future
Heritage Fund, LP. Dimitrius Hutcherson seconded the motion. The motion carried: 12 ayes, 0
nays, 1 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan
Tellier, Randy Thelen; Nays: None; Recused: Cindy Warner.

Cindy Warner rejoined the meeting at 11:20 a.m.
Randy Thelen left the meeting at 11:23 a.m.

b. Resolution 2024-053 SSBCI 2.0 Small Business Venture Capital Program Funding for
Venture Investors Health Fund 7 (Michigan) LP. Chris Cook, Managing Director of Capital
Access, supported by Jim Adox, Executive Managing Director of Venture Investors Health Fund,
and Michael Psarouthakis, Executive Director of Impact Investments and Strategic Alliances at
the University of Michigan Innovation Partnerships, provided the Board with information
regarding this action. This action involves the consideration of a resolution to approve State Small
Business Credit Initiative 2.0 Venture Capital Program investment in the amount of up to
$11,000,000 in the form of a limited partner investment for Venture Investors Health Fund 7
(Michigan) LP.

Following discussion, Quentin L. Messer, Jr. motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-053
for the approval of SSBCI 2.0 Small Business Venture Capital Program for Venture Investors
Health Fund 7 (Michigan) LP. Charles P. Rothstein seconded the motion. The motion carried:
12 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan
Tellier, Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None
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IV. ATTRACT, RETAIN, AND GROW BUSINESS

b. Resolution 2024-054 M-1 RAIL Michigan Business Development Program Loan
Agreement Amendment. Amiee Evans, Chief of Staff and Governance, supported by Lisa
Nuszkowski of M-1 RAIL, provided the Board with information regarding this action. This action
involves the consideration of a resolution to approve an amendment to a Michigan Business
Development Program loan agreement to change the repayment terms of the loan by substituting
the current payment structure with an Acknowledgment Rights model.

Following discussion, Leon Richardson motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-054 for the
approval of the Michigan Business Development Program loan agreement amendment. Quentin
L. Messer seconded the motion. The motion carried: 12 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan
Tellier, Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None

¢. Resolutions 2024-055 and 2024-056 Piston Automotive, LLC Michigan Business
Development Program Grant and State Essential Services Assessment Exemption. Ericka
Swayne, Business Development Manager, supported by Jerry Ruskowski of Piston Company,
provided the Board with information regarding these actions. These actions involve the
consideration of a resolution to approve a Michigan Business Development Program
performance-based grant in the amount of up to $8,500,000 and a resolution to approve a 15-year
100% State Essential Services Assessment Exemption with an estimated value of up to
$1,789,480 for its $80,382,857 eligible investment in Eligible Personal Property.

Following discussion, Leon Richardson motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-055 for the
approval of the Michigan Business Development Program grant. Dimitrius Hutcherson seconded
the motion. The motion carried: 12 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director
Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan
Tellier, Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None.

Dimitrius Hutcherson left the meeting at 11:45 a.m.

Michael B. Kapp motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-056 for the approval of the State
Essential Services Assessment exemption. Quentin L. Messer, Jr. seconded the motion. The
motion carried: 11 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich), Quentin L.
Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan Tellier, Cindy Warner;
Nays: None; Recused: None
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d. Resolution 2024-057 Alticor Inc. Michigan Business Development Program Grant.
Christopher Buck, Strategic Accounts Executive, supported by Brittney Mizer, Business
Development Project Manager, Michael Nelson, Chief Operating & Chief People Officer at
Amway, and Brian Kraus, Vice President of Manufacturing at Amway, provided the Board with
information regarding this action. This action involves the consideration of a resolution to
approve a Michigan Business Development Program grant in the amount of up to $2,000,000.

Following discussion, Quentin L. Messer, Jr. motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-057
for the approval of the Michigan Business Development Program grant. Leon Richardson
seconded the motion. The motion carried: 11 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich), Quentin L.
Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan Tellier, Cindy Warner;
Nays: None; Recused: None

VI. DEVELOP ATTRACTIVE PLACES

a. Resolution 2024-058 Hotel Rose, LLC Michigan Community Revitalization Program
Other Economic Assistance Loan Participation. Mackenzie Miller, Community Development
Manager, supported by Julius Edwards, Director of Commercial Real Estate Investment, Ryan
Wheeler, President of Wheeler Development Group, and Thad Beard, City Manager at the City of
Rockford, provided the Board with information regarding this action. This action involves the
consideration of a resolution to approve a Michigan Community Revitalization Program Other
Economic Assistance Loan Participation in the amount of up to $3,250,000 for Hotel Rose, LLC.

Following discussion, Quentin L. Messer, Jr. motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-058
for the approval of the Michigan Community Revitalization Program other economic assistance
loan. Michael B. Kapp seconded the motion. The motion carried: 11 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, John
Groen (in lieu of Director Corbin), Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich), Quentin L.
Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan Tellier, Cindy Warner;
Nays: None; Recused: Randy Thelen

VIII. Informational

a. Quentin L. Messer, Jr., noted the Michigan Strategic Fund Delegation of Authority Report for
the period February 1, 2024, to February 29, 2024, was included in the meeting packet. There
were no questions regarding the report.

Wesley Eklund left the meeting at 12:12 p.m.

Quentin L. Messer, Jr., noted that the resolution for the Wixom Site Redevelopment Project Area
B under consent agenda item Il.e “Wixom Site Redevelopment Project: MBT Brownfield Credit
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Amendment” was inadvertently left out of the meeting packet. The resolution was provided to the
MSF Board via email.

Quentin L. Messer, Jr. motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-059 for the approval of the
Wixom Site Redevelopment Project Area B Brownfield Redevelopment Michigan Business Tax
Credit Amendment. John Groen seconded the motion. The motion carried: 10 ayes, 0 nays, 0
recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Rachael Eubanks, John Groen (in lieu of
Director Corbin), Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan
Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan Tellier, Cindy Warner; Nays: None;
Recused: None

Quentin L. Messer, Jr. adjourned the meeting at 12:14 p.m.
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

GRETCHEN WHITMER DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY SUSAN CORBIN
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR

January 21, 2022

Ms. Katelyn Wilcox

Board Relations Liaison
Michigan Strategic Fund
300 N. Washington Square
Lansing, Ml 48913

Re: Michigan Strategic Fund Board Meeting Designees
Dear Ms. Wilcox:

Pursuant to MCLA 16.51, | hereby confirm my designation of John Groen and
Jonathan Smith as the persons authorized and empowered to act in my stead as
a member of the Michigan Strategic Fund Board for scheduled meetings or
portions thereof that | am unable to attend.

If you need anything additional, please contact Diane Burton at (517) 230-5454.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Susan R. Corbin
Director

LEO is an equal opportunity employer/program.
Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
105 WEST ALLEGAN STREET, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48933 « www.michigan.gov/leo e 517-241-6712



Gt

STATE F MICHIGAN
GRETCHEN WHITMER DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION BRADLEY C. WIEFERICH, P.E.

GOVERNOR ACTING DIRECTOR

LANSING

January 3, 2023

Ms. Rhonda Bishop

Board Relations Liaison
Michigan Strategic Fund Office
300 N. Washington Square
Lansing, Michigan 48913

Dear Ms. Bishop:
| hereby confirm and ratify my designation of Michael B. Kapp, Administrator, Michigan

Department of Transportation, as the person authorized and empowered to act in my
stead for Michigan Strategic Fund meetings that | am unable to attend.

Sincerely,

Bradley C. \Wleferich, P.E.
Acting Dir

cc:. M. Kapp
Executive File

MURRAY O. VAN WAGONER BUILDING + P.O. BOX 30050 » LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909
www . michigan.gov - (517} 373-2080
LH-LAN-0 (01/19)



March 20, 2024

MSF Fund Manager

MEDC

300 N. Washington Square
Lansing, Michigan

Dear Fund Manager,

This is to advise that | am recusing myself from voting and excuse myself during the discussion
of the following item on the Michigan Strategic Fund Board Meeting Agenda on March 26,
2024.

- Hotel Rose, LLC, MCRP loan request

The reason for my recusal is | have a potential conflict with this item due to a potential MSF
grant to RPI related to this project.

Sincerely,
o /QM

Randy Thelen



Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Union Heritage Board Agenda Item

From: Cindy Warner <cindy.warner@3600FME.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2024 3:50 PM

To: Matthew Casby (MEDC) <casbym2@michigan.org>
Subject: Union Heritage Board Agenda Item

Hello Matt,

| will need to recuse myself on the Union Heritage Fund agenda item, as | have spoken to
some members of this team regarding funding for my technology company and in general
know Derek and his daughter somewhat. | do not feel comfortable making a decision on
their request that is on the agenda, therefore would like to recuse myself from the
discussion and voting on this item.

Can you please let me know if this is sufficient to do the recusal or if you will need some
other form/format to do so.

All the best,
Cindy

Cindy Warner

CEO/Founder

3600fMe.com
1-844-360-ofme x700
cindy.warner@360ofme.com

Sécz\ofme

“When the power of love overcomes the love of
power, the world will know peace. Jimi Hendrix”




From: Carl

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Cc: Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC); britanyaffolter-

caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com;
dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com;
cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov;
erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: $50 million grant for the Copperwood project

Date: Thursday, February 8, 2024 8:11:29 AM

To whom it may concern,

People who believe that “renewable” energy can help solve climate change are
misinformed. Because the facts are that they will not. And the truth, based on facts,
will always trump belief. I am not a climate denier, but you don’t have to be a
climate denier to know that these things are bad and are doomed to failure. And you
also don’t have to be linked to the fossil fuel industry. Truth be told, most of these
rebuildable extractive energy companies have ties to fossil fuel companies. In
reality what is really going on, aboondoggle, that you won’t hear about in
mainstream corporate media because they only give disinformation, is this. That
after years of rebuildable energy, solar and wind infrastructure, the world used more
fossil fuels in 2023 than it did in 2022, as it did the year before that and the year
before that. We are in fact using more fossil fuel than ever before. From 61
thousand terawatts-hours of primary energy consumption in 1973, which was the
year of the OPEC oil embargo, when governments began to massively support
research and development of large wind turbines and solar panels, to 137 thousand
today. Well over twice as much. In that same period of time emissions went from
17 billion metric tons of CO2 emissions to the 37 billion metric tons today. A 20
billion metric ton increase in the last 50 years. And after all of that, 80% of our
energy use still comes from fossil fuels. The percent of US energy use from
electricity has remained the same, about 20%. Of that, wind turbines account for 7%
and solar energy provides 2% of total US electricity used. So the dream of a 100%
electric power supply is just that, a dream.

Why? Because these cnergy intense extractive technologies require massive
amounts of fossil fuels to produce and those emissions are adding onto what is
already being used, not subtracting(Jevons paradox). Thus spewing more planet-
heating carbon dioxide into the atmosphere at a time when greenhouse gas
emissions world wide must nosedive to stop extreme weather from growing more
unpredictable and violent. The only reason CO2 emission may drop in countries
installing rebuildable extractive energy and electric vehicles is because they have
outsourced the mining and manufacture of these machines to other countries. Thus
increasing the CO2 emissions in those countries. And LNG has replaced dirty coal
to run power plants. Add on to all of this, easy access resources are gone. So the
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Energy Return On Investment(EROI) has gone down sharply in that time. Instead of
Jeb shooting for some food, we have to use fracking and offshore drilling,
mountaintop removal and deep sea mining. In the foreseeable future, the energy
needed to produce our energy needs could approach unsustainable levels, a
phenomenon called “cnergy cannibalism.”

If this continues, the so called “green” energy transition will in fact be an energy
correction, complements of Mother Nature, bigger and more storms, flooding, fire,
drought and biodiversity collapse. There are no more natural disasters, these more
powerful weather events are man made.

Nature is not more complicated than you think, it is more complicated than you
CAN think” ~Frank Edwin Egler

Rebuildable extractive energy capturing machines are not clean except through
greenwashing and are only making our predicament worse. In fact the trillions in
government subsidies given to this sector only makes the rich richer. The Inflation
Reduction Act(IRA) should more appropriately be called the 4th Industrial
Revolution Act. This is government redistribution of wealth from the working class
to offshore transnational state sponsored corporations and the wealthy financial
class which are also principally owned by fossil fuel companies. And ultimately any
money that is offered by them as payouts for grants, agreements, promotion or
mitigation will come from the utility ratepayer. This is a scam that is not financially
feasible without trillions in government subsidies. This is what their balance sheet
looks like. What is done to environment is even worse.

Wildlife and rebuildable energy machines are an uncomfortable mix. The mining
and manufacturing process is done at the expense nature. The building process is a
kind of war zone. The noise and devastation are a disaster to fragile ecosystem
habitats. Consider how you would feel if these massive monsters were put up next
to your house in your town. Your health would be adversely effected. Life can not
exist if the delicate balance 1s disrupted. These projects are doomed to failure in
more ways than one.

True resilience and sustainability comes by thinking globally and acting locally.
The land base that people live on should be able to, on its own, continually feed,
clothe and house the people that live on it. It makes no sense to destroy the
sustainable food provided by the ocean in order to keep the lights on. It is preferable
to eat in the dark than to starve in the light. Also know that fish farms are in the
same league as wind farms. It is an enclosure of the commons for corporate control
of our food supply, what they call “The Blue Economy”. What we need is food
sovereignty.
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How do we know that rebuildable energy will be a “pain” now and into the future
for fishing, tourism, cultural heritage, beauty, integrity, stability, sustainability,
ecological balance and quality of life? Millions of dollars are offered up to mitigate
(bribe) it.

How to Convince a Community to Destroy Their Future
Step 1. Think About a Suitable Name for Your Destructive Project

Change the name from Pilgrim and Mayflower(tone deaf) to South Coast Wind or
Vineyard Wind(more like Graveyard). Call it “clean”, “green”, “renewable” energy
that 1s the solution to climate change(save our lifestyle not the planet). With the

proper branding, people can drink any poison.
Step 2. Get the Local Government on Your Side

Pay off the local politicians to agree and hand out licenses. Tell them there is
nothing they can do to stop it so they should just get the best Good Neighbor Host
Agreement possible or get nothing.

Step 3. Lobby as Much as Possible to Bend the Law

Create legal loopholes and tax credits for corporations, behind closed doors. Speed
up the “permit” the destruction process. Buy-off federal and state politicians and
corporate capture regulatory agencies. Nobody wants these in their backyard, let’s
just put them out to sea.

Step 4. Presents! Buy Off Public Opinion

The major ENGOs have entered into agreement with offshore wind: Natural
Resources Defense Council, National Wildlife Federation, and Conservation Law
Foundation andtaken money Sierra Club, Audubon Society, The Nature
Conservancy, World Wildlife Fund, Environmental League of Mass., etc. along
with aquariums, universities and the media.

Step 5. Create Chaos and Conflict; Divide the Community in Two Camps.

Tout the temporary “good paying union” jobs you will create over the permanent
sustainable jobs, fishing and tourism, destroyed forever. Destroying a food source
never makes good sense. What is truly needed at this time of ecological collapse is
food soveignty. Then don’t forget to accuse those opposed to offshore wind of
promoting “disinformation”. Push it as a choice in political values, Republicans
against Democrats.


https://ecori.org/hundreds-of-millions-of-dollars-for-mitigation-can-ease-offshore-wind-opponents-pain/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/24/offshore-wind-development-new-jersey-us-fishermen-ocean-life
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/colombia-gold-mining
https://www.providencejournal.com/story/news/environment/2024/01/18/southcoast-wind-will-pay-portsmouth-millions-to-run-transmission-cable/72256666007/
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https://www.foxnews.com/media/gop-lawmaker-torches-offshore-wind-projects-mayor-star-wars-backdrops

Step 8. Having , Now Frame It as a Successful Story of Growth and
Prosperity

Sincerely,

Carl van Warmerdam

Protect the Porkies, Protect Lake
Superior— Stop the Copperwood Mine!


https://indi.ca/the-military-industrial-mafia/

From: Glenn Kowalske

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: $50M grant for Copperwood
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 2:40:34 PM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Board Member,

https://us01.z.antigena.com/I/mloglkbU9gkOr61P6nSyQigpB5M1m6LrQ_ H4{fO

NAkOLvZajK84~aEAc9pBXPOohHHzZPAGT3BSzRPralz20JSi0GS91haglgHgbMMesq
-ligBMrEigAUVUETQaPA7/B-

SXSLolYMBtSKohPyQ26gzQX08i4bDQF459 |E510D4IbCkBhQSGFSDtUXrLrv2UkQ
OfY8nfRokJ6Xk-CCXPamVal3bgaN9uZC9poDIryRt-6Lny™~3 Nskix1zb

| am appalled that the State of Michigan would consider this large subsidy for
mining in a fragile, and beautiful, part of our state. Copper being a high
demand commodity in today’s electricity driven industrial environment should
be enough to provide the necessary investment for mining operations (the free
market). To use Michigan Taxpayer money for this is irresponsible.

Instead, the State of Michigan should provide the protection and oversite to
ensure that this mine, and other industrial and mining operations, do not
pollute and destroy our environment.

Glenn Kowalske, P.E.
15548 17 ¥ Mile Rd.
Marshall, M| 49068
269-282-4401
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From: John

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: "Public comment for February 27th board meeting,"
Date: Monday, February 19, 2024 6:13:56 AM

Board Members -

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to submit comments as you
consider a grant request from Highland Copper to help them fund the
Copperwood Mine project slated for the Western Upper Peninsula.

| am writing today to ask that you specifically deny Highland Copper's
request and permanently close their grant request.

By now | am sure you have heard many reasons for not granting Highland's
request; they are a Canadian company that does not have the market
capitalization to fund their own project to-date, the proposed mine is too
close to Lake Superior, the proposed mine is too close to the North Country
Trail (a newly designated National Park), etc.

But most recently, Fodors, an internationally recognized travel guide, has
placed the entire Lake Superior region on their "no" list for 2024. Please
refer to https://www.fodors.com/news/news/fodors-no-list-2024

One might think that the list is a compilation of places Fodor's reviles. On
the contrary, it is a list of places they revere.

The number one threatened place based on Water Quality and Sufficiency
(in the world) is Lake Superior. The Lake was placed on the "no" list in
part because of the continued pollution related fish consumption advisories
and algae blooms, both of which could very well be further exacerbated by
the proposed mining activities. Human activity so close to the lake,
including tourism, has also contributed to the "no" ranking.

With that, | would once again respectfully ask that you deny Highland
Copper's request.

Thank you.

John



mailto:divermanjohn@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org
https://www.fodors.com/news/news/fodors-no-list-2024

John Burton Frick
Cell/Text: (906) 360-3458




From: mark mcgrath

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: 2-27-24 Board Meeting
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 8:11:10 PM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Board,

I am writing to express my opposition regarding Highlander Copper’s proposed sulfide-
ore copper mine in section 5 north of Wakefield Michigan, south of Lake Superior, west
of the Presque Isle River, and East of the Black River. The importance of the
aforementioned watersheds should be enough to stop this project, and let us not forget
the close proximity of the proposed mine to the Porcupine Mountains State Park and its
extensive old growth hardwood forest. [ am a forty five year resident of Ontonagon and
Gogebic counties. I do not want my tax dollars to subsidize Highland Copper. This
company has no mining experience, and if they do not have enough capital then the
project will end. The Keweenaw Land Association, who owns the land, has changed
their business model from forestry to mining as of 12-27-2021. I understand that this
business model is a way to maximize dollars for shareholders. A sulfide-ore copper mine
is a very careless and reckless way to make money considering the location. My tax
dollars would be better spent purchasing the land or blocking this project.

Thank you,
Mark McGrath


mailto:mcgrathmark@yahoo.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Tom Grotewohl

Subject: 21 Reasons Not to Invest in Copperwood
Date: Thursday, February 15, 2024 12:35:05 PM
Hello,

I found this video very informative: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0mdl ILPQw

Environmental concerns aside, Copperwood seems like a terrible business investment.

Sincerely,
Tom Grotewohl
Upper Peninsula resident


mailto:tom.grotewohl@gmail.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DA0mdl_lLPQw&data=05%7C02%7Cdavenportn3%40michigan.org%7Cbeece2f4be96436f59f008dc2e4c7019%7Ce1b7ea2e68834a89aeb93c559a238b28%7C0%7C0%7C638436153045801575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a%2F854xu4kmXWT3gqMXsBCKD2yxFm1JyzjRGy7Dd6%2FeQ%3D&reserved=0

From: SUSAN BELANGER

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Beloved sacred Porkies
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 9:16:23 PM

Please save one of our last UP wild places from destruction like this mine would bring.
Please.

Keep the “wild” in wilderness.

Sincerely,

Sue Belanger

Sent from my iPhone on this beautiful day!


mailto:sbeli59@aol.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Concerned Citizen

To: MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC);
britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov;
wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com;
sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC

ContractsAndGrants
Subject: Cancel Copperwood: Will history remember you as hero or villain?
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2024 8:12:30 AM

Michigan Strategic Fund board members et al.,

I write to express my deep opposition to the proposed grant for the Copperwood copper mine
project that poses tremendous risks to our beloved Lake Superior, local biodiversity, old
growth forests, and vibrant tourism industry.

The fact that this venture is spearheaded by a foreign company, comfortably distant
from the devastating consequences it may bring, is deeply troubling. Our precious Lake
Superior deserves better than becoming a casualty in their purely-profit-focused endeavors.
We cannot afford to ignore the environmental catastrophe waiting to happen in our own
backyard. We cannot afford - nor do we have the right - to put 10% of the entire world's
fresh water at risk.

Allow me to emphasize that allocating a staggering $50MM to such a project is incredibly
misguided, especially when we have far more pressing and locally impactful needs that
demand our attention. We also have far better opportunity to do right. In an era where
electronic waste is polluting our landfills and leaching dangerous toxins into our soil and
water, investing in local e-waste recycling initiatives promises a brighter and healthier future

for our next generations. Statewide e-waste recycling programs could yield more copper
than Copperwood at significantly lower cost and environmental impact, in addition

toother precious metals i.e., gold and platinum. Yet MI only provided a $250k grant for e-
waste in 2023 - 200x less than the proposed Copperwood grant. How does that add up?

Imagine the positive impact we could achieve by directing that $50MM towards the
development of state-of-the-art infrastructure, educational programs, and awareness
campaigns aimed at tackling the mounting e-waste crisis. Our environment would benefit
greatly, and the MI economy would flourish through job creation and sustainable

practices. Importantly, e-waste recycling jobs would be created throughout the

entire state in lieu of being concentrated in one, low-population economic area. You could
take it even further - landfill mining has been shown to be profitable and ripe with

opportunity.

Given the extreme opposition to the Copperwood mine from concerned citizens like me, and
the clear economic superiority and longevity of investing in e-waste and/or landfill mining
programs over greenfield prospective mines, I can only suspect that you, the decision
makers, are acting not out of respect for our community and its best interests, but rather
out of personal gain. Lobbying has no place in deciding the fate of our current and future
generations; in destroying irreplaceable old-growth forests and in polluting 10% of the worlds
fresh water.
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https://www.change.org/p/protect-the-porkies-protect-lake-superior-stop-the-copperwood-mine?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=a6e63bc0-00ae-11ee-8146-6d614c8c5bd0

I implore you to deny the $50MM grant for the atrocity named Copperwood. Instead,

pursue ethical investments that would enrich our communities and preserve the natural
wonders that define our beautiful state. Let us stand united as guardians of Lake Superior,
protectors of local biodiversity, champions of our booming tourism industry, and innovators in
the e-waste circular economy.

Together, we have the power to make that right choice. Not only Michigan's future depends on
it.

Will history remember you as hero or villain?

~ Concerned Citizen



From: Jaci Christenson

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Cancel the $50M to Copperwood

Date: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 10:42:35 AM
Greetings!

[ am a lifelong Minnesotan and have spent a lifetime going to Porcupine Mountain
State Park in all seasons. I go for the wilderness, the opportunity to see wildlife
(whether I see them or not, the thrill is in knowing I might), to walk with the old
growth hemlocks and to be at the shores of Lake Superior. It is the reason that I go
to Michigan, not because there aren't other beautiful places in Pure Michigan but
because of my three generation tradition to go to the Porkies. I do not own property-
-but I bring my recreation dollars to the area.

So I am baffled. Why would Michigan (Michigan Strategic Fund to be exact) invest
$50 million dollars in a copper sulfate mine?

-With a 100% failure rate in water rich environments

-Owned by a foreign corporation

-By Michigan Economic Development--the same people that promote PURE
MICHIGAN

-In Porcupine State Park, named "the most beautiful park in the country"
-Mining 100' from Lake Superior, which incidentally, I as a Minnesotan have a
responsibility to protect

-Generating 98.5% toxic waste, 171' deep

-Where the waters/contaminants flow towards Lk Superior

-AND without consent from Anishinaabeg and 1842 Treaty people

Why this risk? Why not invest $50 million in copper recycling or any other number
of things that benefit many over a few?

I am grateful for the 4 MSF board members who have expressed doubts about this
grant and I can only hope that as other board members learn more about the
risks/liabilities they will embrace PURE MICHIGAN--PURE WATER, PURE AIR
& PURE LANDS.

Protect the Porkies!

Thank You!

Jaci Christenson

12309 Fiona Ave N

White Bear Lake MN 55110


mailto:jacichristenson@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: sandy@communitybroadcast.org

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: comment for MSF
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 7:38:33 PM

The attached comments are from Sandy Lyon, P.O. Box 354, Stone Lake WI 54876

Thank you for your consideration. My sister's family lives in Bear Lake MI and we all love
the U.P. in the exact condition is currently in.

My attached comment may sound humorous, but, please take it seriously, for it contains
some very real facts.

Fact number one is There has never been a successfully reclaimed metallic sulfide mine

anywhere in a water rich environment like the Great Lakes area. In fact the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources could not locate any successfully reclaimed metallic sulfide

mine that has not polluted the surrounding water. Including the so called "Flambeau Mine"
in Ladysmith Wisconsin (which is currently polluting the Flambeau River located just 120
feet from the mine pit). THAT deposit was a surprising 10% copper (a MUCH higher percent
of "product" verses "waste" when compared to the proposed "Copperwood" mine which has
only .5 percent copper). The higher the percent of copper the less waste. Waste will
produce acid mine drainage, a chemical reaction once started that can not be stopped. The
so called "Copperwood" metallic sulfide mine uphill and upstream from Lake Superior would
have much more waste than Ladysmith (in fact at that mine Kennecott Copper hauled all
the waste via rail to Timmins Ontario, so very little waste was left onsite. But it still was
unable to receive the "Certificate of Completion" by the WDNR because even that small
mine is now polluting. A much bigger and lower grade copper mine would leave even more
acid mine drainage materials behind, for current and future generations to deal with, if even
possible.

Please read my comments as to how to deal with the this issue for this proposed metallic
sulfide mine in the U.P.


mailto:sandy@communitybroadcast.org
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Kerry Dennison

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Comment from professional mine inspector: Copperwood situated on dangerous fault line
Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2024 10:56:00 AM

Hello,

| have over 32 years in the underground mining experience, mostly in West Virginia and the state of
Idaho. | have a degree from the University Colorado in mining and | am a graduate of the federal mining
underground rescue academy and qualified mine inspector and fully licensed to instruct in all phases of
the mining industry. And | have a geology degree from the Tug Valley Institute in Mingo County West
Virginia from my coal Mine days. In short, | know what I'm talking about.

| have studied the proposed underground mine maps and | have studied all of the geology of this
proposed area. Even if you go all the way back to the Foster and Whitley study of this area it is a highly
dense fault line zone. In this area of the Porkies you also have very unstable, very wet ground which
could automatically lead to underground collapse and floodings. The old Atlantic mine collapsed from a
similar situation. These would be extremely unsafe mining practices considering the distance between
their levels and the existing fault lines.

Even if the mine gets all of its permits in place, | predict in the unstable ground they will have catastrophic
underground collapse, followed by very high volume water flow which will wipe out all of the underground
workings. You would think the engineers would recommend for them to proceed with this project, but it's
possible that the engineers have been muted for the sake of gaining investors.

Anyhow, just my two cents as a professional mine inspector.

Kerry Denison


mailto:kerrydennison56@hotmail.com
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From: Kristen Haitaian

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Comment on Copperwood Mine Funding

Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 8:40:31 PM

Attachments: Michigan Strategic Fund Copperwood Mine Comment 3 25 24.pdf

Dear Members of the Board,

Please see the attached comment requesting a rejection of the $50M grant to Highland
Copper.

Thank you,

Kristen Haitaian
Howell, Michigan


mailto:klkgoblue@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

Michigan Strategic Fund

300 N. Washington Square
Lansing, Michigan
msfcomments@michigan.org

March 25, 2024
Subject: Reject the $50 million Copperwood Mine Grant
Dear Members of the Board,

The potential approval of the Copperwood Mine grant has unleashed
significant cause for concern amongst local, state, and national residents. Many of
these stakeholders are sending you letters like this one and will be speaking to you
during your scheduled Board meeting tomorrow March 26, 2024. Many will
describe at great length all of the reasons against funding Highland Copper. | will
not go into the same level of detail, but | do want to remind you of these reasons,
as well as the potential hypocrisy of a decision to grant this company $50 million in
taxpayer funds. |, myself, am a new resident of Michigan, and have yet to visit the
Upper Peninsula. | dream of the day when | get to take my unborn child up there to
explore the natural preserved beauty together. If this mine were to become a full
fledged reality, then my family would avoid visiting this area renowned for its rare
old wood forests. Here is why.

1. The mine would cause significant noise and light pollution to this area.
Visitors would no longer have the feeling of being “away from it all” and truly
away from the busy, industrial areas where many of us live. This loss of
natural escapism will hurt the recreational economy that the Upper
Peninsula relies on. This economy is already suffering, and will continue to do
so, from the negative impacts of climate change on snowfall.

2. The mine is estimated to last less than 11 years, which will result in short
term and limited benefits to the local economy at best, The company is not
American, the jobs are not guaranteed to be local, and the investment is not





sustainable. The Board of the Michigan Strategic Fund, with its collective
investment and financial experience, should opt for longer term, sustainable
projects to fund. The residents of the UP and the State deserve better than
for their taxes to be granted to a boom and bust operation.

. The mine will produce an unthinkable amount of toxic waste in order to
procure a very small amount of copper, which makes up only 1.5% of the ore
grade. While the demand for copper continues to grow, it does not mean
that every small bit needs to be extracted to the detriment of local quality of
life, tourism, indigenous rights, and the health of Lake Superior.

. The mine is located in 1842 Treaty Territory and would violate the federally
guaranteed rights of the Anishinaabe and Ojibwe Tribes. It should go without
saying, but if the MSF allowed this mine to function, then it could be liable for
violating the Tribes' rights to sustainably live and thrive on this land. Just
because Highland Copper owns the mineral rights does not mean that they
have the right to violently and permanently damage our indigenous
neighbors' right to life, liberty, and property. MSF has the responsibility to
follow international treaties and respect these Nations as they would any
other sovereign nation.

. Highland Copper’s inability to independently secure investors should be a
red flag to this experienced Board of Directors. Grants are a vote of
confidence, and as it has been reported, this corporation would heavily rely
on the MSF for start-up costs. As a layperson, | learned from the TV “Shark
Tank" that limited outside investing is a sign that a company has not
convinced countless other investors of its ability to turn a profit and grow.
The $50 million would be a lifeline and a government handout for a
struggling company grasping at straws to start up a small, short term
operation.

. The MSF is part of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation. The
MEDC is responsible for the nationally renown and beloved Pure Michigan
tourism campaign. The juxtaposition of this PR campaign with the potential
funding of a destructive mining project is sickening. There really are no words
and people will not forget. Can you imagine the satirical Pure Michigan





commercials that lambast the decision to fund Copperwood Mine with the
visuals of the destruction and pollution? Not a good look.

7. Lake Superior is one of the primary sources of freshwater. Period. The world
is running out of drinking water, especially as the climate changes, and it
needs to be preserved. This is bigger than a little economic boost. This is
about lives, public health, and what will draw climate migrants to the region
for decades to come. The destruction of this drinking water supply will harm
the longer term economic growth of the region, which is projected to be one
of the top places to live as other U.S. regions run out of water and become
too hot to live in.

8. The Upper Peninsula used to be mining country. It's a well-known legacy to
Michiganders and others in the region. Just as we remember that legacy, we
also must remember the damage it inflicted. The economic decline of the UP
is inextricably tied to the mining industry, just as Appalachia coal country also
suffers from impoverishment and its associated maladies. The mining
companies are usually not local, the profits go elsewhere, and when there
are no more resources to extract, the jobs disappear. The residents of the UP
deserve better, and the MSF and MEDC should make decisions that prioritize
sustainable economic growth while preserving the natural resources that set
the UP apart from much of the state, region, and country.

Thank you for your attention and consideration of this letter. The Board's decision
will be consequential, for better or for worse, and | trust that the ultimate decision
will be for the benefit of the area’s residents, its visitors, the taxpayers, and our
natural resources.

Sincerely,
Kristen Haitaian

Howell, Michigan






From: James Galbraith

Subject: Comment: Highland Copper asking for grant $$$ they already received
Date: Thursday, March 14, 2024 9:57:47 AM
Hello,

The grant proposal says that Highland Copper is requesting $5M in order to "turn Co
Rd 519 into a Class A road, allowing year-round access to the State Park." However,
Co Rd 519 is already a year-round road. They already plow it after snowfall. You
can already reach the State Park any day of the year. So they're asking for money for
a thing which is already done.

And according this article from 5 years ago, they were already awarded $4.8M by
MDOT for this very purpose: "Turning Co. Rd. 519 into a Class A road allowing for
use 365 days a year."

Does anyone else feel the deja vu? They are asking for money they already received
five years ago, in the name of a job which is already completed. Before voting on this
ludicrous project, | suggest you clear up why they are double dipping.

And there seem to be a number of other errors in the grant proposal, which make it
seem like quite dubious document indeed.

Hope you all research this thoroughly before awarding taxpayer dollars to such a
divisive project.

Sincerely,
J. W. Galbraith


mailto:jwgalbraith@yahoo.com
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/content/news/Highland-Copper-Company-Incs-Copperwood-Project-hopes-to-bring-copper-mining-to-area-477141343.html
https://youtu.be/ifQx2VXHr70

From: Brenda Moseley

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Comment: Highland Copper Grant Proposal
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 3:55:23 PM
Attachments: copperwood.pdf

Dear Members of the Board:

Please reject Highland Copper’s request for a $50 million grant. The company has had over a
decade to attract investors to their very short-term boom and bust mining project. They have
failed to do so despite times of higher copper prices, and the State of Michigan shouldn’t be
the one to subsidize a Canadian limited-liability corporation seeking to build a mine on the
border of one of the last remaining areas of protected old-growth forest and wilderness in the
Midwest. The project would turn the road to Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park’s
Presque Isle unit into an industrial corridor and harm the growing tourism and outdoor
recreation industries in Gogebic County. Those citing the economic benefits of these projects
usually fail to discuss the negative economic consequences or the added costs to the cities due
to the boom-bust nature of the project. And if the tailings pile sloping toward Superior were to
fail, the long-term economic loss could be catastrophic.

I haven’t been able to read all of Highland Copper’s reports, but unless the company has done
more recent testing that [ am not aware of, the design of the project and the computer models
used to determine future risks by the firm hired to complete Copperwood’s EIS, may be
flawed by reliance on two years of hydrological readings made during atypical dry years. The
state also indicated that Highland Copper only needed to show that their project could
withstand a 100-year storm event and a 50-year combined rainfall and snowmelt event. But in
2024, many scientists are challenging these assumptions and arguing that these measurements
are no longer accurate due to our increasingly unstable climate. Flooding in Wisconsin and
Michigan’s UP is becoming more frequent and more severe due to warmer air that can hold
more moisture, and responsible investment should be based on an accurate assessment of risks
rather than outdated regulations.

Highland Copper is also counting on higher costs for copper, but many are motivated to find
cheaper and less environmentally damaging alternatives. Recycling copper is becoming more
economically attractive and is estimated to have less than 1/8 of the environmental
consequences of original extractions. Others are working to make aluminum far more
conductive and have even shown how aluminum, at its standard 60% conductivity, can replace
copper in most green energy applications through redesign and the application of simple new
technologies. Carbon nanotubes can be possible replacements for copper wiring. And more
novel concepts are under development.

We don’t need to sacrifice one of the last great nature sanctuaries in the Midwest on the alter
of green energy. And if you really want to see what $50 million can do, see what can happen
if you use it to promote small businesses.

Thank you,

Brenda Moseley

Resident of Ironwood, Michigan


mailto:brendasmoseley@me.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

March 25, 2024

Please reject Highland Copper’s request for a $50 million grant. The company has had over a
decade to attract investors to their very short-term boom and bust mining project. They have failed
to do so despite times of higher copper prices, and the State of Michigan shouldn’t be the one to
subsidize a Canadian limited-liability corporation seeking to build a mine on the border of one of
the last remaining areas of protected old-growth forest and wilderness in the Midwest. The project
would turn the road to Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park’s Presque Isle unit into an
industrial corridor and harm the growing tourism and outdoor recreation industries in Gogebic
County. Those citing the economic benefits of these projects usually fail to discuss the negative
economic consequences or the added costs to the cities due to the boom-bust nature of the
project. And if the tailings pile sloping toward Superior were to fail, the long-term economic loss
could be catastrophic.

| haven’t been able to read all of Highland Copper’s reports, but unless the company has done
more recent testing that | am not aware of, the design of the project and the computer models used
to determine future risks by the firm hired to complete Copperwood’s EIS, may be flawed by
reliance on two years of hydrological readings made during atypical dry years. The state also
indicated that Highland Copper only needed to show that their project could withstand a 100-year
storm event and a 50-year combined rainfall and snowmelt event. Butin 2024, many scientists are
challenging these assumptions and arguing that these measurements are no longer accurate due
to our increasingly unstable climate. Floodingin Wisconsin and Michigan’s UP is becoming more
frequent and more severe due to warmer air that can hold more moisture, and responsible
investment should be based on an accurate assessment of risks rather than outdated regulations.

Highland Copper is also counting on higher costs for copper, but many are motivated to find
cheaper and less environmentally damaging alternatives. Recycling copper is becoming more
economically attractive and is estimated to have less than 1/8 of the environmental consequences
of original extractions. Others are working to make aluminum far more conductive and have even
shown how aluminum, at its standard 60% conductivity, can replace copper in most green energy
applications through redesign and the application of simple new technologies. Carbon nanotubes
can be possible replacements for copper wiring. And more novel concepts are under development.

We don’t need to sacrifice one of the last great nature sanctuaries in the Midwest on the alter of
green energy. And if you really want to see what $50 million can do, see what can happen if you use
it to promote small businesses.

Thank you, Brenda Moseley

Resident of Ironwood, Michigan














From: Ryan Bishop

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Comments on Copperwood Mine

Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 2:06:24 PM
Dear MSF Board Members:

I am a lifelong Michigander and Upper Peninsula resident. I'm writing today to urge you to DENY the $50 million grant to
Highland Copper for the Copperwood Mine by voting NO on the grant at the MSF board meeting. This risky investment is a
terrible decision for the State of Michigan to make, for environmental as well as economic reasons.

Highland Copper, a Canadian “junior mining” company, touts the number of jobs created by the Copperwood Mine as a huge
boost for the local and state economy. However, many of the best-paying jobs won’t go to Michiganders. Although the Upper
Peninsula will be the frontlines of extraction, Highland says the copper-concentrate will then be shipped off to Ontario,
Quebec, or even Europe or Asia for further processing. Michigan should not be financing a foreign company who outsources
so much of its labor.

Copperwood is actually more likely to negatively impact the local economy in the long-term. A study done by Dr. William
Freudenburg of UW-Madison and UC-Santa Barbara analyzes the quantitative impacts of mines on nonmetropolitan areas in
the U.S. and shows that only 29% of mines led to a positive economic outcome for rural communities. Half of those cases
came from before 1982, and the majority of them came from the western U.S. The study concludes by saying, “there is
surprisingly little evidence that mining will bring about economic good times, while there is a good deal of evidence for
expecting just the opposite.” Should Michigan be paying to perpetuate an industry which is more likely to impoverish this
area in the long term than enrich it?

Thank you for taking the time to carefully consider my comments. Please, vote NO to DENY Highland Copper’s request for a
$50 million investment from the State of Michigan. The future of the Lake Superior shoreline and outdoor recreation viability
of the Upper Peninsula is critically important to me and my community. I urge you to be on the right side of history and do
what is within your power as an MSF board member to prevent these potentially catastrophic impacts to the Porcupine
Mountains and Lake Superior watershed.

Respectfully,

Ryan Bishop


mailto:rybishop@nmu.edu
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Emilyn Staat

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Comments on the Copperwood Mine
Date: Sunday, February 25, 2024 1:27:57 PM

Dear MSF Board Members:

I am a lifelong Michigander and a current Upper Peninsula resident. I'm writing today to
urge you to DENY the $50 million grant to Highland Copper for the Copperwood Mine by
voting NO on the grant at the MSF board meeting. This risky investment is a terrible
decision for the State of Michigan to make, for environmental as well as economic reasons.

Mining is an important part of UP history and the current economy, and responsible mining
should continue to happen. However, this mine is NOT ENVIRONMENTALLY
RESPONSIBLE. The Copperwood Mine plans to be the closest sulfide mine to Lake
Superior ever constructed. There has never been a sulfide mine that did not
contaminate nearby waters. Sulfide mining is dangerous because the mining process
pulls the mineral from a sulfide-rich ore body, producing sulfides as a byproduct. If exposed
to air or water, sulfides create sulfuric acid, an extremely toxic chemical. Copperwood’s
Copper ore grade is averaged at 1.5%. That means for every ton (2,000 Ibs) of material
extracted from the ground, at best 30 Ibs will be copper, and 1,970 Ibs will be heavy metal-
laden waste rock that will need to be treated and stored on-site forever. Applying the same
ratio to the proposed grant, only $750,000 would fund copper, while more than $49M would
fund sulfide-bearing, heavy metal-laden waste, requiring on-site storage, forever. Again,
there has never been a sulfide mine that did not contaminate nearby waters.

Additionally, Copperwood’s tailings dam design has a high risk of rupturing. Because of the
mine’s short anticipated lifespan, its infrastructure is only designed to withstand 100-year
storm events, but the immediate area has seen two 1000-year storms in the past decade. If
a rupture occurs, cleanup would likely be almost impossible due to the immediate impacts
on Lake Superior, but efforts would cost billions. The risk of catastrophic ruptures is so high
that insurance companies in the US and Canada have stopped providing coverage for
tailings dams after 2019’s deadly tailings dam failure in Brazil; those that still provide
insurance have increased the costs by double or more. This sulfide mine’s proximity to
Lake Superior, which holds 10% of the world’s surface freshwater and is the cleanest,
coldest, and largest of the Great Lakes, poses an extreme risk to not only the lake
environment but also the health and safety of Michiganders and others who rely on the
Superior watershed for clean drinking water.

This plan is also not financially responsible. If Copperwood is as lucrative as Highland
Copper claims, then where are all the investors, and where’s the company’s stability? After
more than a decade of planning, Highland Copper’s market cap has stagnated, and they
still have only 10% of the necessary capital to begin construction. The State of Michigan
should not be bailing out a failing Canadian company. Additionally, just a few months


mailto:emistaat@gmail.com
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https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN1ZK211/
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ago, Highland Copper's CEO stepped down with no explanation. And he’s not alone;
Highland Copper has had 4 CEOs in the past decade. If this project is so risky that it can’t
keep investors or employees, it is too risky for the State of Michigan to endorse.

Thank you for taking the time to carefully consider my comments. Please, vote NO to
DENY Highland Copper’s request for a $50 million investment from the State of Michigan.
The future of the Lake Superior shoreline and outdoor recreation viability of the Upper
Peninsula is critically important to me and my community. | urge you to be on the right side
of history and do what is within your power as an MSF board member to prevent these
potentially catastrophic impacts on the Porcupine Mountains and Lake Superior watershed.

Respectfully,
Emilyn Staat

1718 Fitch Ave
Marquette, MI, 49855



From: Anna Bunting

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Cc: obiobiobi@ameritech.net

Subject: Comments on the Copperwood Resources Inc. Grant Request
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 9:48:04 AM

Attachments: Comments on the Copperwood Resources Inc.docx

Hello - Please see Dick Dragiewicz's comments on the grant request for Copperwood
Resources Inc attached below. Thank youl!

Anna Bunting (she/they)

Program Co-Director

anna@freshwaterfuture.org | 248-807-3065

Freshwater Future | Follow us | Facebook

I am currently residing in the traditional unceded territory of the Anishinaabe.
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Comments on the Copperwood Resources Inc. Grant Request



Please don’t issue Copperwood Resources Inc (Company) the requested $50,000,000 from SSRP plus the additional $5,000,000 from MDOT.  Why doesn’t the Company generate the necessary equity and financing for their proposed project from the private investor marketplace?  What do these investors know about the proposed Copperwood mine development that isn’t being shared with us?  The private investor market must have good reasons to stay away.



Deny the Company’s request.



Here are some reasons and facts to support denying the Company’s request.



Concerns with the information contained in the January 30, 2024 MEDC Memorandum (Memo)



1. Copper is not a critical mineral according to the 2023 Secretary of Interior report. Memo p 49

2. Company is really asking for two grants.  A $50,000,000 grant from SSRP and a $5,000,000 grant from MDOT. See Memo p 51 & p 52.  The total is 13% of the projected cost. 

3. Company says they’ve been meeting with community leaders.  Why haven’t they met with the general public and tourists, since this is a major tourist area?  This action means they don’t have the necessary Social License for the Copperwood project that the public doesn’t want. 

4. Company says their employee talent pool will come from the soon to be closed Eagle Mine.  Memo p. 53. The Company won’t be creating new employment it will just relocates employees from Eagle to Copperwood.  With this action how can they say new jobs will be created?  Sounds like creative double talk.  Will there really be an increase in area employment if Copperwood is allowed to be built?  How many jobs?

5. The mining industry is moving to automated processes that reduce the number of employees they hire.  Does Copperwood guarantee the level of projected employment?  Is the requested grant conditioned on hiring levels?

6. Michigan’s Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) is supposed to monitor the work at the proposed Copperwood mine.  Where will EGLE get the staff and money needed to support this work?  Does their staff have hands on mining knowledge and experience for this task?

7. On Memo p. 50 Copperwood says $145,000,000 of infrastructure work will benefit the site.  Did they talk with users of this area?  Outdoor enthusiasts don’t want this proposed construction, they want peace and quiet, not noise from blasting, milling, 24 hour lighting, etc.  They come to the Porkies so they can enjoy nature.  And, what about the animal and aquatic life that will be disturbed?

8. Highland Copper Company’s (Highland) 2023 Feasibility Study Update on pages 1.4, 1.5, 10.1. shows there have been more than 15 attempts to open a copper mine on this site since 1953, plus Highland’s numerous recent attempts.  None of them developed a mine, probably due to a lack of investors equity/financing for inexperienced mining companies.  Was the lack of interest a result of inadequate minerals on site?  Cost to extract the minerals?  Other issues?  Maybe the investor market got tired of inexperienced companies continually searching for the necessary equity/financing on a less than desirable project?

9. Speaking of sharing accurate information, a 2019 contested case in Michigan’s Office of Administrative Hearings, Docket No. 18-0113058, was about the issuance of a Wetlands Permit to Aquila Resources Inc (Aquila) for its proposed Back Forty metallic sulfide mine.  Testimony by representatives from Michigan’s Water Resources Division (WRD) factually contradicted testimony by Aquila’s representatives from Foth, et al, on the wetlands issues.  The WRD representatives pointed out numerous times that Aquila’s representatives knew the answers that were needed to support the Back Forty, so they created formulas and reports to support the desired results and ignored the facts.  Judge Pulter issued a decision on January 4, 2021 in favor of the Petitioners (Tom Boerner, Menominee Tribe of Wisconsin, and the Coalition to Save the Menominee River).  The testimony in this case makes me wonder what Highland’s reports and permit applications really say?   This concern also relates to the lack of private investors that probably really understand the mining proposal for the Copperwood project.

10. Is the lack of investor dollars due to Highland’s lack of mining experience?

11. Financial Assurance (FA) is addressed in Highland’s 2023 Feasibility Study Update.  Essentially it says that the necessary FA undisclosed amounts will be provided.  Highland also states the FA amounts can be negotiated downward.  Am concerned that the FA amounts won’t be enough to solve the environmental problems created at the mine site.  Reasons for this thought is that recently there have been three major tailings dam failures.  Mount Polley, British Columbia in 2014 that left residents with a $1,200,000,000 bill for follow up work.  In 2015 the Samarco tailings dam at Bento Rodrigues Brazil collapsed.  Two international mining companies Vale and BHP, partners on this mine, are obligated to spend $9,700,000,000 on the follow up work.  In 2019 the Vale tailings dam at Brumadinho Brazil collapsed.  Vale, the mining company, is obligated to fund $7,000,000,000 for follow up work.  These events clearly suggest that the unstated FA amounts will be inadequate and need to be substantially increased and kept in place forever, just like the tailings dam will be there forever.  Fortunately, Vale and BHP have the assets to cover these costs.  Highland doesn’t have anywhere near enough money to solve any environmental issues it will create.  Will Highland have enough money to clean up the pollution that will flow into Lake Superior?  Probably not.

12. The River Alliance of Wisconsin produced a short video on the hazards of metallic sulfide mining.  Here’s the link to it.  https://wisconsinrivers.org/back-forty-sulfide-mine/.  Be sure to watch it, since it summarizes the problems associated with metallic sulfide mines.



Denying Copperwood Resources Inc.’s grant request is necessary to protect Lake Superior and the surrounding area from the pollution this proposed project would produce.  This geographic area needs to stay natural so we can have peace and quiet.



Thank you,



Dick Dragiewicz




Comments on the Copperwood Resources Inc. Grant Request

Please don’t issue Copperwood Resources Inc (Company) the requested $50,000,000 from SSRP
plus the additional $5,000,000 from MDOT. Why doesn’t the Company generate the necessary
equity and financing for their proposed project from the private investor marketplace? What do
these investors know about the proposed Copperwood mine development that isn’'t being shared
with us? The private investor market must have good reasons to stay away.

Deny the Company’s request.

Here are some reasons and facts to support denying the Company’s request.

Concerns with the information contained in the January 30, 2024 MEDC Memorandum (Memo)

1.

2.

Copper is not a critical mineral according to the 2023 Secretary of Interior report. Memo
p 49

Company is really asking for two grants. A $50,000,000 grant from SSRP and a
$5,000,000 grant from MDOT. See Memo p 51 & p 52. The total is 13% of the
projected cost.

Company says they’ve been meeting with community leaders. Why haven’t they met with
the general public and tourists, since this is a major tourist area? This action means they
don’t have the necessary Social License for the Copperwood project that the public
doesn’t want.

Company says their employee talent pool will come from the soon to be closed Eagle
Mine. Memo p. 53. The Company won’t be creating new employment it will just relocates
employees from Eagle to Copperwood. With this action how can they say new jobs will
be created? Sounds like creative double talk. Will there really be an increase in area
employment if Copperwood is allowed to be built? How many jobs?

The mining industry is moving to automated processes that reduce the number of
employees they hire. Does Copperwood guarantee the level of projected employment?
Is the requested grant conditioned on hiring levels?

Michigan’s Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) is supposed to
monitor the work at the proposed Copperwood mine. Where will EGLE get the staff and
money needed to support this work? Does their staff have hands on mining knowledge
and experience for this task?

On Memo p. 50 Copperwood says $145,000,000 of infrastructure work will benefit the
site. Did they talk with users of this area? Outdoor enthusiasts don’t want this proposed
construction, they want peace and quiet, not noise from blasting, milling, 24 hour lighting,
etc. They come to the Porkies so they can enjoy nature. And, what about the animal and
aquatic life that will be disturbed?

Highland Copper Company’s (Highland) 2023 Feasibility Study Update on pages 1.4,
1.5, 10.1. shows there have been more than 15 attempts to open a copper mine on this
site since 1953, plus Highland’s numerous recent attempts. None of them developed a
mine, probably due to a lack of investors equity /financing for inexperienced mining
companies. Was the lack of interest a result of inadequate minerals on site? Cost to
extract the minerals? Other issues? Maybe the investor market got tired of inexperienced
companies continually searching for the necessary equity /financing on a less than
desirable project?



https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/preprint-frn-2023-critical-materials-list.pdf

9. Speaking of sharing accurate information, a 2019 contested case in Michigan’s Office of
Administrative Hearings, Docket No. 18-0113058, was about the issuance of a Wetlands
Permit to Aquila Resources Inc (Aquila) for its proposed Back Forty metallic sulfide mine.
Testimony by representatives from Michigan’s Water Resources Division (WRD) factually
contradicted testimony by Aquila’s representatives from Foth, et al, on the wetlands issues.
The WRD representatives pointed out numerous times that Aquila’s representatives knew
the answers that were needed to support the Back Forty, so they created formulas and
reports to support the desired results and ignored the facts. Judge Pulter issued a
decision on January 4, 2021 in favor of the Petitioners (Tom Boerner, Menominee Tribe of
Wisconsin, and the Coalition to Save the Menominee River). The testimony in this case
makes me wonder what Highland’s reports and permit applications really say? This
concern also relates to the lack of private investors that probably really understand the
mining proposal for the Copperwood project.

10.1Is the lack of investor dollars due to Highland’s lack of mining experience?

11. Financial Assurance (FA) is addressed in Highland’s 2023 Feasibility Study Update.
Essentially it says that the necessary FA undisclosed amounts will be provided. Highland
also states the FA amounts can be negotiated downward. Am concerned that the FA
amounts won’t be enough to solve the environmental problems created at the mine site.
Reasons for this thought is that recently there have been three major tailings dam failures.
Mount Polley, British Columbia in 2014 that left residents with a $1,200,000,000 bill for
follow up work. In 2015 the Samarco tailings dam at Bento Rodrigues Brazil collapsed.
Two international mining companies Vale and BHP, partners on this mine, are obligated to
spend $9,700,000,000 on the follow up work. In 2019 the Vale tailings dam at
Brumadinho Brazil collapsed. Vale, the mining company, is obligated to fund
$7,000,000,000 for follow up work. These events clearly suggest that the unstated FA
amounts will be inadequate and need to be substantially increased and kept in place
forever, just like the tailings dam will be there forever. Fortunately, Vale and BHP have
the assets to cover these costs. Highland doesn’t have anywhere near enough money to
solve any environmental issues it will create. Will Highland have enough money to clean
up the pollution that will flow intfo Lake Superior? Probably not.

12.The River Alliance of Wisconsin produced a short video on the hazards of metallic sulfide
mining. Here’s the link to it. hitps://wisconsinrivers.org/back-forty-sulfide-mine /. Be sure
to watch it, since it summarizes the problems associated with metallic sulfide mines.

Denying Copperwood Resources Inc.’s grant request is necessary to protect Lake Superior and the
surrounding area from the pollution this proposed project would produce. This geographic area
needs to stay natural so we can have peace and quiet.

Thank you,

Dick Dragiewicz


https://wisconsinrivers.org/back-forty-sulfide-mine/

From: Richard Dragiewicz

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Cc: Dragiewicz Dick

Subject: Comments on the proposed grant to Copperwoos
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 11:53:43 AM

Hello Michigan Strategic Fund.

Here are my comments on this proposed grant and a request to deny it.

Am requesting that the Michigan Strategic Fund deny Copperwood Resources Inc.’s request
for a $50,000,000 grant and their request for $5,000,000 grant from MDOT for the following
reasons:

The State of Michigan has more than 24,000 contaminated sites including 64 Superfund sites
according to the Michigan’s Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE).
There may be more sites that haven’t been formally designated yet. They all need to be
cleaned up to protect the environment and residents/visitors.

https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/EGLE/EGLE_Subcmte Testimony Contaminated Sites
Presentation_3-1-22.pdf

Why would the members of the Michigan Strategic Fund want to create another contaminated
site by issuing a $50,000,000 grant to Copperwood Resources Inc.?

The requested $50,000,000 could be used to clean up existing contaminated sites. This kind of
program would produce most of the same economic benefits that Copperwood says the State
of Michigan would enjoy from the construction of the Copperwood project. Jobs would be
created and contaminated areas would become usable. And, I’m certain that the costs of
cleaning up existing sites would be substantially less than solving the perpetual environmental
problems that the Copperwood project would create. As you know, or should know, metallic
sulfide mines ALWAYS pollute nearby water resources, this would include Lake Superior.
Once this pollution starts it is unstoppable. We need clean water to survive we don’t need
copper to survive.

How can the inexperienced Copperwood Resources management assure the State of Michigan
that they won’t pollute nearby water resources? They’ve never developed or operated a
metallic sulfide mine.

Examples of solving problems, aka preventative maintenance, before they happen include:

--[if 'supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->The [-696 green/blue ooze pollution work could have
been solved quickly and inexpensively if not allowed to happen.

--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Inspections of the manufacturing firm Tribar in Wixom
could have prevented the Huron River pollution problems. Tribar has done this before.
Wonder if it was a cost savings program?

--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Repair of the Detroit River seawall that collapsed at the
Revere Dock site would have been cheap compared to the cost of fixing the wall and cleaning
up the pollution after the seawall collapsed.
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--[if !'supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->The recent Mound Road building in Warren that flooded
Bear Creak with contaminated material could have been prevented with inspections.

--[if IsupportLists]-->5. <!--[endif]-->The Eagle mine and Humboldt Mill sites are polluting
their geographic areas. What’s going to prevent the water filled lake that’s being used to store
contaminated waste materials from overflowing in the future?

--[if !supportLists]-->6. <!--[endif]-->The Tilden iron mine wants to expand its contamination
area. Not good.

--[if !supportLists]-->7. <!--[endif]-->Related to the suggestion to practice preventive
maintenance on contaminated sites was the collapse of the Edenville and Sanford dams. All
the authorities knew these dams weren’t up to basic safety standards. Yet nothing was done to
prevent the $200,000,000 area destruction. Use of

Use of Michigan Strategic Funds to clean up existing contaminated sites in the Upper
Peninsula would be more beneficial to the State of Michigan than the creation of new
contaminated site known as the Copperwood mine.

Another point is that Barry O’Shea, CEO of Copperwood Resources said that this grant would
be an endorsement by State of Michigan. Seems to me that if the State endorses the
Copperwood this is or may be a conflict. Why would the State provide an endorsement for a
project that would contaminate Lake Superior and other nearby water resources?

Barry O’Shea’s comment that was taken from a January 30, 2024 Detroit News article.

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/2024/01/30/michigan-strategic-fund-board-
defers-50m-request-for-u-p-copper-mine/72405581007/

"We are advanced, but we don't have firm commitments," O'Shea said. "I can tell
you with certainty that an award of this nature will move the needle significantly in
terms of (how) our debt providers and our equity investors look at our company. It's
not only a large financial boost for the project, but it is a true endorsement."

Why can’t Copperwood Resources Inc., obtain the necessary equity and debt financing from
the marketplace? Is it because they are an inexperienced company that has never built and
operated a metallic sulfide mine? What does the investor market know about Copperwood
that is keeping them away?

The Michigan Strategic Fund shouldn’t approve Copperwood’s grant request. These funds
could be used to correct existing contaminated sites or do other preventative maintenance
items.

Thanks,

Dick Dragiewicz

obiobiobi@ameritech.net
847-924-9299
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From: cully@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of al swansen

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Comments: No Funding for Copperwood Mine Project
Date: Friday, February 23, 2024 4:07:20 PM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Board Comments,

I am writing to urge you to oppose investment in the Copperwood mine.The potential long term harmful impacts of
the mine on the community’s local economy far outweigh the short-term economic benefits. I do not believe that
this project meets the following criteria for the Strategic Site Readiness Program application, as this mine: 1. does
not promote sustainable development 2. creates an unacceptable level and extent of environmental contamination
and 3. is a poor overall return on investment to Michigan. My opposition is based on the following concerns:

As a regular tourist visitor to Michigan's UP, I strongly object to allowing this mine to go forward. Do not
jeopardize the incredible natural scenery and pure natural resources of Michigan that are a draw to folks from all
over the country. You will regret impacting the environment for short term gain!

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

For the Great Lakes,

mr al swansen

N4173 Fair Haven Ave Chili, WI 54420-8730
cully@schoolhousepress.com
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From: Lauren DiSandro

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Cc: LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Quentin Messer (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-

DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov;
susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov;
rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson;
dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@3600fme.com;
cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov;
erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Concerned Constituent - Copperwood Mine Project - Strong Dissenting Public Opinion
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2024 1:54:30 PM
Hello,

I am a life long resident of the midwest and have been recreating and spending money in
Michigan many times a year. [ am very concerned and strongly disagree with the copperwood
mine project's attempt to gain public funding. The tailing dams, sulfide chemicals and
aggressive construction will threaten and destroy our public lands as well as Lake Superior.

These lands and old growth forests must be preserved for our future generations.

o Are you aware of this petition with over 11,000 signatures opposing
Copperwood's development? Contrary to what they have been

told, social license for this project is far from universal.

o The juncture of Porcupine Mountains Wilderness, the North
Country Trail, and Lake Superior is one of the most spectacular
outdoor recreation areas in the country.

o | PERSONALLY VISIT MANY TIMES A YEAR TO SPEND MONEY
IN MICHIGAN AND WILL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO DO SO IF
THIS DESTRUCTION OF PUBLIC LAND IS ALLOWED.

o Why would Michigan fund a foreign company funded by foreign
investors to then ship that copper out of Michigan. Why would
Michigan subsidize a foreign enterprise? Review your

own Feasibility Study

o If this project is a slam dunk why has Highland Copper spent over a
decade scrambling to get funding together?

o Why did the Highland Copper CEO step down just a few months ago?

o Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in

history. Copper sulfide mines always contaminate and tailings dams
are far from invincible.

o Inform them that, despite what they may have been told, copper is
NOT a critical mineral and therefore there is no urgent need to fund
this project.
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Thank you for listening.
Kindly,
Lauren



From:
To:

Dante King
Dante King

Subject: Cooperwood grant is a definite not worthy of your support

Date:

Wednesday, February 7, 2024 5:44:17 PM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund board members,

Greetings,

As a member of several boards myself, | recognize it is your fiduciary
responsibility to serve the best interest or the entity that you
represent. There is no way that supporting a $50 million grant for
Cooperwood is in the best interest of anyone in the State of
Michigan, certainly not the Porcupine Mountains or the jewel of
Lake Superior.

o Are you aware of this petition with over 11,000
sighatures opposing Copperwood's development? Contrary

to what you have been told, social license for this project is
far from universal.

o This is not "the middle of nowhere": the juncture of Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness, the North Country Trail, and Lake
Superior is one of the most spectacular outdoor recreation
areas in the country.

o Highland Copper is a foreign company funded by foreign
investors, and their own Feasibility Study ( P. 1-28; P. 19-13)
states that the copper will be shipped to Canada, Europe, or
even Asia for processing— does it make sense for Michigan
to be using taxpayer dollars to subsidize a foreign
enterprise?

o If this project is such a slam dunk, why haven't they been able
to procure funding after over a decade of scrambling?
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o And why did their CEO step down just a few months ago?

o Outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's
economy annually; mining, around $1 billion. An operating
mine would disrupt this thriving outdoor recreation area with

noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting, and
heavy industrial traffic.

o Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake
Superior in history. Copper sulfide mines always
contaminate and tailings dams are far from invincible.

o Despite what they may have been told, copper is NOT a critical
mineral and therefore there is no urgent need to fund this
project.

Thank you for your consideration,

Dante King
313-443-2182
Born and raised in Michigan
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From: Alec VanHorn

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Cooperwood Grant
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 10:38:03 AM

Please do not grant Cooperwood the grant that is being considered for them.

They will destroy the industry involved with the porcupine mountains, they will poison the
locals, and taint the groundwater as well as Lake Superior.

The blood will be on your hands.
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From: Jillian Christensen

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copper Mine
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 9:49:47 AM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund,

Please deny the potential copper mine in upper Michigan. The devastating effects this coppermine would have on
the natural beauty the area has is heartbreaking it is even being considered. Further more, the run off into our Great
Lake Superior would be a detriment to our local economy and resources. If something goes wrong, which it will
based on other copper mines, highland will just declare bankruptcy and leave our tax payers in debt with ruined
natural resources. Please look further into this company and what copper mining has done to other communities. We
have a chance to say no. We have a chance to make the future brighter for Michiganders and lead the way protecting
and securing Michigans natural beauty, natural resources, jobs, and prosperity. Please, please, please deny this grant
and tell Highland No!

Regards,
Jillian Christensen
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From: Nesli Karakus

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copper Mine
Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2024 10:04:20 AM

When I heard about the possibility that a private company would be granted $50 million of
public money to strip our natural resources of copper then leave toxic waste behind, I thought
it was a joke or a movie plot, yet here we are. I hope Michigan doesn’t sell out its people or
public lands for money. We saw what happened in Flint and hope the wrong decision isn’t
made again. Please vote to oppose this effort to destroy our natural resources.

Best,
Nesli Karakus
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From: Cindy Carter

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copper mining the Porkies
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 11:01:41 AM

You SOB's. |live in WI and frequent the UP often. NOT ANYMORE, | will take my tourism dollars to a
state that is concerned about what they leave to the next 7 generations. You DO NOT CARE it is about
MONEY not ENVIRONMENT. SHAME ON YOU YOU ARE ALL GOING TO BURN IN HELL FOR

THIS. Cindy Carter Appleton, WI
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From: Nesli Karakus

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Cc: kmatheny@freepress.com

Subject: Copper Mining

Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 5:38:25 PM

I write to urge the Michigan Strategic Fund to decline a grant to the Canadian Firm SSR from
mining the Porkies for copper for several reasons:

1) We saw with the FoxConn project and Keystone pipeline that private companies will talk
up and promise “jobs” but take public money for their own benefit disregarding impact on
local communities. Please do not let that happen in Michigan.

2) If the valuation of this grant is equal to the value of the company, who will pay for any
problems like toxic waste or accidents should they happen? I have linked a recent disaster by a
Canadian gold mining firm which caused the death of nine miners in Turkey.

3) Why would you risk the beautiful natural resources being laid to waste by foreign
opportunists? As someone who loves visiting Michigan for hiking and camping, I can’t
imagine why you would consider polluting your valuable natural assets not to mention
destroying property value of those who live along Lake Superior.

4) If you have $50 million to invest, why not offer small business grants and microloans to
those who live in the UP? Haven’t we seen that private companies aren’t interested in quality
of life improvements but that it is up to us to bring good for all?

Thank you for your attention and hope you oppose the mine in UP.

Best,
Nesli Karakus

The,.
Guar%han

Workers missing as landslide buries gold mine in
east Turkey

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Mary Klein

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copper wood mine project.
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 11:46:34 AM

To whom it may concern,

Please protect the Porcupine Mountains and stop the Copper wood mine project. The Upper Peninsula is our
greatest asset. I have lived in this beautiful state for my entire life and have enjoyed the Upper Peninsula on many
vacations. Let’s keep it beautiful for future generations.

Thank you, Mary Klein
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Lisa Hendrickson

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copper
Date: Monday, February 5, 2024 3:32:44 PM

To whom it may concern,

Please reject the proposal from Highland Copper company to develop a copper operation in the Porkies! This is
God‘s country, and not enough evidence to show that they will take care of this property.
Too close to our largest and cleanest Great Lake. Too many questions are unanswered.

Regards,
A concerned Yooper
Lisa Hendrickson, Ironwood.
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From: Clara Schilder Manning

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperstone grant comment
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 9:12:20 AM

To the members of the Michigan Strategic Fund board:

My name is Clara Schilder Manning, and I am a college student from St. Paul, Minnesota. |
would like to submit a comment regarding the proposed $50M Copperwood grant.

Every summer, my family and I go camping in the Porkies and I cherish every moment I get to
spend there. There is something truly special about walking along the shore of Lake Superior
and through an old growth forest, especially considering how rare it is for such places on this
earth to still exist. I hope to someday be able to bring my own children there.

This is why I must voice my opposition to the grant to Copperwood. I ask you to please
consider the long term and irreversible consequences my generation and the generations to
come will have to live with. The risk of contamination to the surrounding wilderness is simply
too high to justify the short term profits. Ultimately, this grant would primarily benefit
Highland Copper, which is not a local company and I would argue not a stakeholder in this
community. The clear stakeholders of the Porkies have strongly voiced their opposition to this
proposal and I ask you to respect their concerns and consider the legacy you would like to
leave.

Thank you for your consideration,
Clara
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COPPER SULFIDE MINING

Contamination is not the exception; it's the rule.

In 2012, state and federal
documents were reviewed for

Pl fourteen copper sulfide mines
eport

representing 89% of U.S. copper
productionin 2010 and found

THE TRACK RECORD OF WATER . . .

QUALITY IMPACTS RESULTING FROM severe impacts to drinking water

PIPELINE SPILLS, TAILINGS FAILURES . . .
RO EECION AND aquifers, contamination of

B 2015 farmland, contamination and loss
e : of fish and wildlife and their habitat,

and risks to public health.

RESULTS:

e At 13 of the 14 mines(92%), water collection and treatment systems have
failed to control contaminated mine seepage, resulting in significant
water quality impacts

e All of the mines (100%) experienced pipeline spills or other accidental
releases

e Toquote Dave Blouin of the Wisconsin Sierra Club: "These are some of the
largest mining companies in the world working under American
reqgulations designed to protect us, and yet they all failed."

e Insome cases, water quality impacts were so severe that acid mine
drainage at the mine site will generate water pollution in perpetuity.

Do you really want to fund such an operation not only right next
door to the Porcupine Mountains — an ecologically unique old-
growth forest, the largest of its kind remaining in the Midwest and
the largest designated Wilderness Area in mainland Michigan —
but also in unprecedented proximity to Lake Superior, 10% of the
world's surface freshwater?



From: Al

To: MEDC MSF Comments; LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Quentin Messer (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org;
LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius
Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600ofme.com; cindylwarneri@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Copperwood < the Porkies

Date: Saturday, February 3, 2024 12:15:57 AM

I'd like to remind the MEDC that the Porkies are not "the middle of nowhere": the juncture of Porcupine Mountains
Wilderness, the North Country Trail, and Lake Superior is one of the most spectacular outdoor recreation areas in
the country. Outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's economy annually; mining, around $1
billion. An operating mine would disrupt this thriving outdoor recreation area with noise pollution, light pollution,
subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial traffic.
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From: ProtectThePorkies

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: Copperwood comment: Full list of petition signatures
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:10:44 AM

Hello,

As of today, our petition of opposition to the proposed Copperwood metallic sulfide mine has
over 15,000 signatures— that's more than Gogebic County's entire population (13,361). At the
bottom of this message I have included two documents: 1) the complete list of signatures; 2)
more than 300 additional comments submitted by the petition signers.

Our analysis shows that 8 out of 10 signatures come from Michigan residents — the very folks
whose tax revenue would be funding the grant. However, the remaining 2 out of 10 should not
be overlooked, since these are the people who bring in much needed tourist revenue.
Reminder that outdoor recreation contributed over $12bn last year to Michigan's economy,
compared to just $1bn from mining.

But at a deeper level, we believe that Lake Superior and the Porcupine Mountains hold
tremendous collective value, which is why you will see signatures not just from all over the
country, but from all over the world. This is an area people have felt a strong connection to for
generations, and they do not want to see it harmed. Once they see the 30+ million ton waste
pile — which will be visible from both Copper Peak and the Lake of the Clouds Overlook —
they will never forget it's there. Nobody should have the right to endanger Lake Superior and
the Porcupine Mountains, not a few misinformed city councils in the Western UP, and
especially not a failing foreign company with zero experience, who will ship the copper out of
country and board up shop in a decade.

Thank you for your time.

Tom Grotewohl
www.ProtectThePorkies.com

Petition text: www.change.org/protecttheporkies

Signatures: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UwVHTe6q5-
ZupfNiY33TF 3zblv4sXFswwJAnDSe8ow/edit?usp=sharing

Comments: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/11ZDJn2i80W 6 Xw-
oWqYckmSm8FFTSmhpOWRIiFcVo6Drl/edit?usp=sharing
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From: Seth Bernard

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Grant Comment
Date: Sunday, March 24, 2024 8:53:32 AM

Hello friends,

Seth Bernard here offering a public comment on the Copperwood Mine project. I am going to
try to add to the conversation by speaking from my heart and sharing some of my own story
and perspective. Thanks in advance for your time reading and considering these comments.

As a professional musician, I have consistently traveled between both peninsulas for 25 years
straight, connecting with thousands of individuals and communities, from Iron Mountain to
Detroit, Kalamazoo to the Soo and everywhere inbetween. As the Founder and ED of Title
Track (a state-wide 501c3 that supports Clean Water, Racial Equity, and Youth
Empowerment), I have found wonderful partners in our state Government. I was invited to sit
at the Governor’s table for the signing of the education bill last summer, and have been out
cross country skiing with Dave Lorenz. I’m supportive of our state’s administration and
current leadership. I also have great relations with Senator Peters. We are both big fans of
Steely Dan:)

So with the work that I do, I have my ear to the ground and get to hear the diverse perspectives
of a wide variety of Michiganders. It is clear from the rumblings I hear from where I stand that
if you award this grant, there will be tens of thousands of Michiganders losing trust in the
integrity of our institutions to make responsible decisions on our behalf, and a whole lot of
young people trolling Pure Michigan. :(

Using public funds to support projects like this is an absolute repellent for fresh young talent
and innovative entrepreneurs coming to our state, it scars our landscape, gravely threatens our
waters, sows disillusionment and distrust in our institutions for entire generations and destroys
the image and integrity of the Pure Michigan Campaign and Michiganders’ involvement in it.
Especially for young people. It preys on rural economic insecurity, but does not provide
reciprocity in a long-term win-win solution. This is not what the Michigan Strategic Fund and
it’s board are tasked to do.

We need to make collusion between the state and extractive industries a thing of the past. It is
unwise to use public funds to support companies that extract the resources and labor of
Michiganders for a short period of time, reaping large profits and then moving on elsewhere,
leaving behind a scarred landscape and communities without long-term job security. These
folks gladhand their way in, selling it as prosperity, using deceptive language (i.e. calling toxic
waste “tailings”) and making promises that they truly cannot keep. It’s literally a toxic pattern.
This does not represent the values, vision, and future that the majority of Michiganders are
actually working for. That is not where the future of economic development in our state lives.

To approve this grant request and green light this mettalic sulfide mine would be a reactive
move based on short-term job scarcity and a false perception that this would be a wise long-
term investment in the livelihoods and collective well being of the people of Gogebic County.
A proactive solution requires longer-term vision. We’re counting on you to make the right
decision here. You are all visionaries and leaders! Use your vision.
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Please don’t pathologize or marginalized the opposition to this project as chicken little
environmentalists. Please regard Michigan’s incredible intergenerational environmental
community as partners who have been absolutely central to the success of the Pure Michigan
Campaign, as heroes who for generation after generation have stood up to protect our state’s
identity, which sometimes involves stopping extractive industries and fatcats who pillage for
profits. I could name 50 Michigan-based organizations right now that could use these same
funds to create hundreds of good paying long-term jobs, putting people to work building a
better future for us for many generations to come. Please use these funds to support projects
that truly do benefit communities, long-term. I have lots of ideas, in case you are curious!

Big picture - we need the MSF’s help in building an economy that’s built on restoration not
extraction, full stop. We need your leadership and partnership at this time.

Thank you kindly, and keep up the good work!

For our future,
Seth Bernard

p.s. when I went to the MSF’s website I thought, “I wonder who I might know on this board?”,
and sure enough there’s my old pal Dan Meyering! Dan and I both grew up in rural Missaukee
County and haven’t been in touch for a long time. He’s a real gem, always has been. So proud

of you Dan!



From: Richard Dragiewicz

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Cc: Dragiewicz Dick

Subject: Copperwood Grant Request Comments
Date: Friday, February 23, 2024 4:47:44 PM

My comments on the Copperwood Grant Request essentially ask for the grant to be denied.

Please don’t issue Copperwood Resources Inc (Company) the requested $50,000,000 from
SSRP plus the additional $5,000,000 from MDOT. Why doesn’t the Company generate the
necessary equity and financing for their proposed project from the private investor
marketplace? What do these investors know about the proposed Copperwood mine
development that isn’t being shared with us? The private investor market must have good
reasons to stay away.

Deny the Company’s request.

Here are some reasons and facts to support denying the Company’s request.

Concerns with the information contained in the January 30, 2024 MEDC Memorandum
(Memo)

--[if 'supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Copper is not a critical mineral according to the 2023
Secretary of Interior report. Memo p 49

--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Company is really asking for two grants. A $50,000,000
grant from SSRP and a $5,000,000 grant from MDOT. See Memo p 51 & p 52. The total is
13% of the projected cost.

--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Company says they’ve been meeting with community
leaders. Why haven’t they met with the general public and tourists, since this is a major
tourist area? This action means they don’t have the necessary Social License for the
Copperwood project that the public doesn’t want.

--[if !supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->Company says their employee talent pool will come from
the soon to be closed Eagle Mine. Memo p. 53. The Company won’t be creating new
employment it will just relocates employees from Eagle to Copperwood. With this action how
can they say new jobs will be created? Sounds like creative double talk. Will there really be
an increase in area employment if Copperwood is allowed to be built? How many jobs?

--[if I'supportLists]-->5. <!--[endif]-->The mining industry is moving to automated processes
that reduce the number of employees they hire. Does Copperwood guarantee the level of
projected employment? Is the requested grant conditioned on hiring levels?
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--[if !supportLists]-->6. <!--[endif]-->Michigan’s Department of Environment, Great Lakes
and Energy (EGLE) is supposed to monitor the work at the proposed Copperwood mine.
Where will EGLE get the staff and money needed to support this work? Does their staff have
hands on mining knowledge and experience for this task?

--[if I'supportLists]-->7. <!--[endif]-->On Memo p. 50 Copperwood says $145,000,000 of
infrastructure work will benefit the site. Did they talk with users of this area? Outdoor
enthusiasts don’t want this proposed construction, they want peace and quiet, not noise from
blasting, milling, 24 hour lighting, etc. They come to the Porkies so they can enjoy nature.
And, what about the animal and aquatic life that will be disturbed?

--[if !supportLists]-->8. <!--[endif]-->Highland Copper Company’s (Highland) 2023
Feasibility Study Update on pages 1.4, 1.5, 10.1. shows there have been more than 15 attempts
to open a copper mine on this site since 1953, plus Highland’s numerous recent attempts.
None of them developed a mine, probably due to a lack of investors equity/financing for
inexperienced mining companies. Was the lack of interest a result of inadequate minerals on
site? Cost to extract the minerals? Other issues? Maybe the investor market got tired of
inexperienced companies continually searching for the necessary equity/financing on a less
than desirable project?

--[if !supportLists]-->9. <!--[endif]-->Speaking of sharing accurate information, a 2019
contested case in Michigan’s Office of Administrative Hearings, Docket No. 18-0113058, was
about the issuance of a Wetlands Permit to Aquila Resources Inc (Aquila) for its proposed
Back Forty metallic sulfide mine. Testimony by representatives from Michigan’s Water
Resources Division (WRD) factually contradicted testimony by Aquila’s representatives from
Foth, et al, on the wetlands issues. The WRD representatives pointed out numerous times that
Aquila’s representatives knew the answers that were needed to support the Back Forty, so they
created formulas and reports to support the desired results and ignored the facts. Judge Pulter
issued a decision on January 4, 2021 in favor of the Petitioners (Tom Boerner, Menominee
Tribe of Wisconsin, and the Coalition to Save the Menominee River). The testimony in this
case makes me wonder what Highland’s reports and permit applications really say? This
concern also relates to the lack of private investors that probably really understand the mining
proposal for the Copperwood project.

--[if 'supportLists]-->10. <!--[endif]-->Is the lack of investor dollars due to Highland’s lack of
mining experience?

--[if !supportLists]-->11. <!--[endif]-->Financial Assurance (FA) is addressed in Highland’s
2023 Feasibility Study Update. Essentially it says that the necessary FA undisclosed amounts
will be provided. Highland also states the FA amounts can be negotiated downward. Am
concerned that the FA amounts won’t be enough to solve the environmental problems created
at the mine site. Reasons for this thought is that recently there have been three major tailings
dam failures. Mount Polley, British Columbia in 2014 that left residents with a
$1,200,000,000 bill for follow up work. In 2015 the Samarco tailings dam at Bento Rodrigues
Brazil collapsed. Two international mining companies Vale and BHP, partners on this mine,
are obligated to spend $9,700,000,000 on the follow up work. In 2019 the Vale tailings dam
at Brumadinho Brazil collapsed. Vale, the mining company, is obligated to fund
$7,000,000,000 for follow up work. These events clearly suggest that the unstated FA
amounts will be inadequate and need to be substantially increased and kept in place forever,
just like the tailings dam will be there forever. Fortunately, Vale and BHP have the assets to



cover these costs. Highland doesn’t have anywhere near enough money to solve any
environmental issues it will create. Will Highland have enough money to clean up the
pollution that will flow into Lake Superior? Probably not.

--[if !supportLists]-->12. <!--[endif]-->The River Alliance of Wisconsin produced a short video
on the hazards of metallic sulfide mining. Here’s the link to it.

https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/CZNO9bokzcw 1 RXCsNuMJAEgy17RCsKwyAycl7G6PlihQ0x
BhQ4eOu8a8018a0Ow3j4RyuV5-
6CXgvuWP9x4DdGWMN~hcqF7BTNABwXgaJscSZOzXW gatxb-
vKZcAI3h9ymZrygU3gc3QZZN4TySueDgNeUZ X -

~X572JoxKpPKYq7LjSRf7~KaEdmFzqldnrISMOhFZnwG8dkY?2 . Be sure to watch it, since it
summarizes the problems associated with metallic sulfide mines.

Denying Copperwood Resources Inc.’s grant request is necessary to protect Lake Superior and
the surrounding area from the pollution this proposed project would produce. This geographic
area needs to stay natural so we can have peace and quiet.

Thank you,

Dick Dragiewicz

Thanks,

Dick Dragiewicz
obiobiobi@ameritech.net
847-924-9299
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From: Dan McKinley

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood grant would be a terrible mistake that would risk the legacy of our wilderness for
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 9:52:52 PM

Friends and stewards of the Porcupine Mountain wilderness:

My brothers and | have been blessed by our time in this sublime wilderness
since our first camping/fishing trip in 1976. My greatest wish is that the
same wilderness welcomes our descendants 7 generations hence.
Whatever short-term benefits you may be considering for the production
of copper are so minuscule compared to the value of this wilderness (and
its economic and job-creating power) that | cannot understand why you
are even considering a grant. However, | assume you see your duty as
being open-minded to the potential benefits of Copperwood--but the
potential dangers, when brought into focus, would have to compel
reasonable leaders to make the right decision--for now and for the next 7
generations.

DO THE RIGHT THING!

Thank you!

Dan McKinley

414.467.2911 (cell)
www.linkedin.com/in/DanMcKinley
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MEDC MSF Comments; LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Quentin Messer (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org;
LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
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Copperwood Grant, Don"t Give Them The Money

Friday, February 2, 2024 8:05:26 PM

o Despoiling this area by granting

this money to Copperwood and the
grant's implied acceptance and
recommendation of the project is a
critical mistake you can avoid.

Contrary to what you have been
told, social license for this project
is far from universal. As
evidence There is a petition with

over 11,000 signatures opposing
Copperwood's development?

My guess is that the members of
the board are likely not familiar
with this area this is not "the
middle of nowhere": the juncture of
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness,
the North Country Trail, and Lake
Superior is one of the most
spectacular outdoor recreation
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areas in the country. And, is visited
by thousands every year as one of
the few unspoiled natural areas in
the country.

o Highland Copper is a foreign
company funded by foreign
investors, and their own Feasibility
Study ( P. 1-28; P. 19-13 ) states
that the copper will be shipped to
Canada, Europe, or even Asia for
processing. Does it make sense

for Michigan to be using taxpayer

dollars to subsidize a foreign
enterprise?

o [|f this project is such a slam dunk,
and makes such fiscal sense, why
haven't they been able to procure
funding from the private sector
after over a decade of scrambling
to get it?

o Why did their CEO step down just
a few months ago?

o Qutdoor recreation
contributes over $10 billion to
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Michigan's economy annually;
mining, only around $1 billion.

An operating mine would disrupt
this thriving outdoor recreation
area with noise pollution, light
pollution, subterranean blasting,
and heavy industrial traffic.

rw woul the cl t
sulfide mine to Lake Superior in
history. Copper sulfide
mines always

contaminate and tailings dams are

far from invincible.

Despite what you may have been
told, copper is NOT a critical
mineral and therefore there is no
urgent need to fund this project.

In short, while they may be touting
the economic benefits to the area
as a reason to approve the grant,
the fact of the impact to the natural
area and tourism there should be a
strong disincentive to approving it.
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Please vote against approving the
grant. George S. Hunt, Jr.

Son of George S. Hunt,
Professor of Wildlife Management,
U of MI and teaching staff at Camp
Filibert Roth 16 miles West of Iron
River 1959 - 1968.

"Of all tyrannies, a tyranny sincerely exercised for the good of its victims may be the most
oppressive. It would be better to live under robber barons than under omnipotent moral
busybodies. The robber baron's cruelty may sometimes sleep, his cupidity may at some
point be satiated; but those who torment us for our own good will torment us without end for
they do so with the approval of their own conscience."

C.S. Lewis



From: jfifer@gmail.com

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Grant
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024 7:02:22 AM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to express my extreme displeasure in hearing about the state actually paying to destroy part of the last
untouched wilds of Michigan.

This is a short-sighted project designed for a tiny bump in EV production, IT IS NOT WORTH IT.

Batteries will change before the life cycle of this mine is complete, but the damage will remain forever.

I live near the stamp sands, I see every day what they are going to do to the lake.

Despite trying to alleviate our concerns, make no mistake, that is what they're going to do to the lake.

And you want to pay them for it.
Correction - You want us to pay for it.

Well, no.
They can go somewhere else, and if this goes through, you should too.

Joseph Fifer
jfifer@gmail.com <mailto:jfifer@gmail.com>
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From: lillyanne bolt

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Grant
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:09:17 AM

My name is Lillyanne Bolt, I am a resident of New York City, but I am also a resident of
the Upper/Lower Peninsula of Michigan, and in addition to that, the planet we stand on.

I strongly oppose the grant to Copperwood!

The amount of money or jobs this project might rake in, is no match to the value of The
Porcupine Mountains or the forests that are there currently.

“Creating about 380 well-paying jobs and generating significant direct, indirect, and
induced economic benefits from increased spending in a region that has endured
decades of industry closures.”

-https://www.highlandcopper.com/

There are many reasons for those industry closures. No matter how much money
someone is paid for certain jobs, there are certain dangers and risks to life, no one
wants to take. The health and well-being of others who explore the Porkies and also
animal populations as well are important, if not more so in today’s climate.

It may seem selfish not to be in favor of 380 well-paying jobs. But, it is important to
recognize, the state of the economy will always be changing. But to tear down a
Nationwide recognized land in order to build another mine- simply goes against and
shows the U.S. government that at the state level, we care more about money than
our wildlife and nature preservation. THUS potential putting our national parks in
DANGER.

The domino effect is real, and this grant does NOT have public approval or support
from me.
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From: rochelle dale

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Copperwood grant

Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 8:11:38 AM
Dear MSF Board,

As aresident and taxpayer of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, | am writing to encourage you
to deny the Copperwood $50 million grant proposal to create a copper mine near the
Porcupine Mountain Wilderness State Park and Lake Superior.

While | understand the need for critical metals and minerals, | also know that Lake
Superior, the largest and cleanest of all the Great Lakes, is Michigan’s greatest natural
resource. We cannot survive as a human race without clean water. The risk we would be
taking with our water if this mine becomes a reality is simply not acceptable, especially
considering that itis low grade ore deposit, only 1.45% pure. The 98.65% will become
waste, stored on site, waiting forever to one day leak or leach the dangerous sulfides into
the underground water and into Lake Superior.

Instead, let us use that money to invest in better and more efficient ways to recycle
metals already in use. Let us use that money to educate people, to find ways to reduce
energy consumption.

I live in a mining area, near the present-day Eagle nickel mine, and | have seen firsthand
the negative impacts on the environment and the community. The land never returns to
its former wilderness state. The roads become highways, wildlife corridors are divided,
the night sky polluted by light, the silence polluted by the noise of trucks, mine venting
systems, and explosions. Instead of a place for people to recreate, it becomes an
industrial zone to avoid. This mine, operated by Lundin, also a foreign company, has
tried to put money back into the community by funding economic feasibility studies for
the small town of Big Bay so that they can prepare for the mine’s future closure. This
study showed that the future of Big Bay relies on outdoor recreation, or our natural
environment. | am certain that communities in the vicinity of the Porkies share the same
fate. However, for this to become the reality, we must preserve those resources: our
clean water, cold water fisheries, the old growth forests, the wilderness, the dark skies
at night, our wildlife. These are what Pure Michigan should stand for.

Sincerely,

Rochelle Dale
PO Box 13
Big Bay, M| 49808


mailto:zenderanddale@hotmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Coty Coty

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Copperwood Mine

Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 10:36:13 PM
Hello,

I am a resident of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Coty Sorby, who vehemently opposes this project. The last
thing receiving tax payer grant money should be foreign companies focused on extraction for profit. As a politically
active disabled veteran, I will not support this and will also vote against those who do. This is abhorrent and
dangerous behavior that needs to stop. Thank you for your consideration.


mailto:sorbyc68@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Bradley Hildwein

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Mine Grant opposition
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024 11:13:16 AM

While I support the efforts to further develop independent industry in the UP, I am very
concerned with the inevitable effects our landscape and wildlife will incur as a direct result of
this mining development. Time and time again we see mining developments make promises to
ensure minimal impact on the environment only for thise promises to go unrealized. I'm also
not confident in the government's ability to keep these practices sufficiently in check.

The UP's largest resource is its vast expanse of unfettered wilderness. Our water, soil, and
earth are unmatched in their beauty and bounty on a global scale. It is of the utmost
importance that we extend our best efforts in protecting their preservation at all costs. A large
scale mining project like Copperwood is undoubtedly incongruent with this pursuit, and, thus,
it is 1ll fit to receive such funding.

Please consider the irreparable damage that our greatest resource will face if Copperwood is to
receive this grant. It will remain a scar on our landscape and our history should it move

forward.
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From: Alex Graeff

Cc: MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC);
britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov;
wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants; sharpstik@aol.com;
dhutcherson@mbai1995.hbs.edu; dimitrius.hutcherson@att.net; dmhutchi@aol.com; dmhutch@aol.com; Amiee
Evans (MEDC)

Subject: Copperwood Mine project

Date: Thursday, February 15, 2024 8:03:57 PM

I strongly oppose the $50 million grant for the Copperwood Mine project.

Backup up a bit - I strongly oppose any such environmental destruction for short-term
economic gain. And to think that the state would fund such an effort is abhorrent.

To be a great state, Michigan must look toward the future. The future relies on having healthy
ecosystems - places for people to enjoy and support their mental and physical health.

To destroy Michigan's (and beyond!) long-term environmental beauty and health for short
term monetary gain for a select few individuals is actually insane.

It's time that our leaders (i.e. you) recognize that we must, as a society, put a stop to
environmental destruction for economic gain. We already have to live with the legacies of
environmental damage from mining and other resource extraction and manufacturing
activities. These legacies are in our water, air, soil, and affect our physical health.

Further, many of us are dependent on our natural areas for our mental health. My personal
experience is that I truly believe I would not be alive without the ability to go natural to places
where I can escape the ever-present evidence of environmental destruction. The Porcupine
Mountains are one such place I can do that - to think that I (and others) will have to view the
tailings (forever) and hear the mining activity - an inability to escape - is saddening.

Please think about what you're supporting and what that leaves for the future. The future is
very depressing for young people. For those of us that are only truly happy in nature, in truly

natural places, the continued disregard for and destruction of our environment is devastating.

I'm asking that you please do what you can to change the future, change the way we view
these projects and advocate for the protection and respect for our natural ecosystems.

Please consider the permanent effects of the Copperwood Mine project - it's impact on the
health of our ecosystems and the physical and mental health of our people.

Please do not contribute to the Copperwood Mine project.
Sincerely,

Alex Graeff
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From: Eric Hansen

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Mine proposal a disaster
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 1:38:13 PM

Hello Michigan Strategic Fund board members,

I am Eric Hansen, the author of Hiking Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. I walked 900 miles
researching that project.

That led to numerous well attended slide shows highlighting the U.P., and the dark shadow of
metallic sulfide mine proposals. Many of those slide shows - in Detroit, Marquette,
Milwaukee, Madison and other locations - were standing room only. Two of the shows had
attendance of 300.

In addition, my Chicago Tribune op-ed on the U.P.’s iconic Coaster Brook Trout - and the
threat of metallic sulfide mine proposals, earned a first prize for newspaper environmental and
conservation writing from the Outdoor Writer’s Association of America. I have also
highlighted the natural attractions of the U.P. in numerous public radio interviews.

The U.P. has a regional fan club, and its magnetic arc stretches from Cleveland to
Minneapolis. Ernest Hemingway found rejuvenation there and many Midwestern folks view it
as their spiritual homeland.

Public financing of the Copperwood Mine proposal does not make sense.

Metallic Sulfide Mines always leak and to put one on the shore of Lake Superior, next to and
under the iconic Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, is extremely ill-advised.

The vast size of the repetitional damage that would occur is only matched by the massive
pollution that would also take place.

Why turn one of the U.P.’s legendary landscapes (and shorelines) into a West Virginia like
land of sorrow?

Why turn what is unique and magnificent into an eyesore of orange tinted water pollution and
a scarred landscape?

Deny the proposal to finance the Copperwood Mine proposal.
Future generations will thank you.

Sincerely,

Eric Hansen

ehansen@wi.rr.com
2934 N. Prospect Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53211
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Eric Hansen



From: Jake Ring

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Cc: ron@euclidindustries.com; ronbeebe49@aol.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie

Davenport (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-
Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Copperwood Mine Questions
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 11:06:33 AM
Hello,

I wanted to reach out to voice my strong opposition to the proposed Copperwood Mine near Wakefield, MI. I am a
resident of nearby Ironwood, MI and spend a lot of my time in and around the area of the mine and Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness State Park. I would encourage you to not support this mine. As a former Water Resources
Management Specialist for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, I am very concerned about the work
Copperwood has already done to combine 5 creeks into a ditch that is only designed for up to 100 year flooding
events. Since a greater than 100 year event could happen any year, I am very concerned that large-scale
environmental damage will happen if a large rain event occurs. This all flows to and reaches Lake Superior and the
cost of such damage far outweighs the benefit. In addition to this, the fact that mining operations could impact the
water table underneath a designated wilderness area is appalling. What makes the mine even more appalling is that
the Porkies is a sacred place to Anishinaabe people. All of this damage comes at an even greater social cost.

Please help us keep Lake Superior and the Porkies clean and free from these massive risks and dangers. I truly
wonder who gets sued when the eventual mistakes and failures happen? When this mine, the closest sulfide mine to
Lake Superior ever, has these inevitable failures and environmentally damaging events, who will come asking you
questions about this? You've now been shown how dangerous this is and how much opposition there is, if that
failure occurs you now hold that responsibility. Do the right thing now and prevent this mine from ever happening.
Finally, I would like to offer to take you on a guided hike through the Porkies and show you myself why this place
is so important. If you actually spent time here you would see for yourself and I'd love to show you why I love this
place, I think you'd be able to understand.

Thank you,
Jake Ring

(920)860-6127
Instagram: @river_darter
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From: Sara Smith

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Copperwood Mine, No!

Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2024 8:49:46 AM
Hello,

I am writing in deep opposition to having a 50 million dollar grant approved for the Copperwood Mine. Mining is
incredibly toxic and bad for the environment. Do not allow the mining company come in and destroy Michigan!
Sincerely,

Sara Smith

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Mary Cooper

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Mine
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 12:54:12 PM

Hello, I am a frequent visitor to Michigan, and especially the UP. My grandfather sailed ore
boats for over 50 yrs and was a captain for much of that. My mother was born in the Soo, and
retired to Trout Lake. Much of my childhood was spent in the UP and even now as an adult
who loves the outdoors, | frequent the UP often. Absolutely stunning wilderness and pristine
land/water. When | need to get away, | head north. | always have.

| am reaching out today with grave concerns regarding the proposed Copperwood mine
project. The potential ecological harm stemming from industrial activities is expected to lead
to consequences such as noise and light pollution. However, the mine's location presents a
more significant concern — the risk of permanent and irreversible damage to the environment
that cannot be overlooked. It is crucial to emphasize that the risks associated with the
proposed mine far outweigh any perceived benefits. Is the board aware that method of
mining proposed includes creating "tailings ponds" which fill with toxic heady metals and
always--ALWAYS--leak? This isn’t copper mining of the good old days, this type of mining leads
to toxic heavy metals leaching in the water, and in this case would lead directly to Lake
Superior.

As a outdoor enthusiast and someone with huge concerns over the future sources of clean
water, | feel this mine, in this location, is an egregious example of ignoring the potential of
permanent and irrevocable damage to the beautiful UP and our shared Lake Superior, and
these risks cannot be ignored.

More study is needed. According to the citizen action group "Protect the Porkies" over 11,000
people have signed a petition against this mine and that number is growing. I urge you to
reconsider and grants towards funding this project; it is an exceptionally ill-advised idea.

Thank you very much for your consideration, please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions.

-Mary Cooper
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From: Tom Grotewohl

Bcc: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Mine: a disaster waiting to happen
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 8:45:41 AM

Before investing in this atrocity — which will utterly transform one of the most cherished
outdoor recreation areas in Michigan — it's crucial to educate yourselves on the very real
technical risks of Highland Copper's plans:

https://youtu.be/cz8t1im34t4

This short video summarizes the most pressing issues.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Tom Grotewohl
Resident of Wakefield Township, Upper Peninsula
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From: Teresa Schmidt

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood mine: Opposition
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:37:08 AM

| am a resident of Wisconsin but live within an hour's drive of the Copperwood site
and am a frequent traveler to upper Michigan. | strongly oppose the Copperwood
mine and encourage you to reject funding this potentially disastrous project.

The Porcupine Mountains and Lake Superior are natural treasures with few
comparables anywhere in the world. This mine has the potential to damage one of the
world's largest sources of freshwater, and is being proposed by a company with
almost no experience in this area.

Not only is this project a potential environmental disaster, it isn't really even
economically feasible! The project has struggled to find investors and the proposed
infusion of tax dollars would almost double the company's cash reserves. How can
the public trust that this company has the resources to complete and clean up the
project when they can't even find investors to start it?

Please reject funding the Copperwood project.

Teresa Schmidt

teresaschmidt1@gmail.com - (715)208-0257
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From: Betsy Pekuri

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood mine
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 10:52:33 AM

PLEASE, PLEASE don’t pass this ludicrous copper mine! IT IS IN MY BACKYARD! I have lived inside the
Porkies for 68 years...one of the very few year around residents.

Betsy Audette Pekuri

Sent from my iPad
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From: kaye hiebel

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Copperwood Mine

Date: Monday, March 4, 2024 8:04:39 AM
Dear MSF Board Members:

I am a lifelong Michigander and Upper Peninsula resident. I’'m writing today to urge you to
DENY the $50 million grant to Highland Copper for the Copperwood Mine by voting NO on
the grant at the MSF board meeting. This risky investment is a terrible decision for the State of
Michigan to make, for environmental as well as economic reasons.

Instability of Highland Copper and Copperwood

If Copperwood is as lucrative as Highland Copper claims, then where are all the investors, and
where’s the company’s stability? After more than a decade of planning,
HighlandCopper’smarket cap has stagnated, and they still have only 10% of the necessary
capital to begin construction. The State of Michigan should not be bailing out a failing
Canadian company.Additionally, just a few months ago, Highland Copper’s CEO stepped
down with no explanation.And he’s not alone; Highland Copper has had 4 CEOs in the past
decade. If this project is so risky that it can’t keep investors or employees, it is too risky for
the State of Michigan to endorse.Highland Copper also has a low likelihood of keeping the
Copperwood project. In July 2023, they sold 66% of their shares of the White Pine North
Mine (also in the western U.P.) to another Canadian company for $30M, Kinterra Capital, thus
making Kinterra the majority shareholder.It’s likely Highland Copper would also jump at the
opportunity to sell Copperwood to the next deep-pocketed “partner” to come along. Highland
Copper cannot be trusted to secure investments, keep a CEO, or even hold on to ownership of
their mining prospects; why should they be trusted with $50 million of Michigan taxpayer
money?

There is nothing Pure Michigan about this proposal.

The Michigan Strategic Fund (MSF) is organized through the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation (MEDC). Also administered by MEDC is the Pure Michigan
campaign, which aims to highlight Michigan’s intact wilderness, beauty and “unspoiled
nature”. These two projects stand in direct opposition to one another when you consider the
Copperwood’s proximity to Lake Superior, Porcupine Mountains State Park, and the North
Country National Scenic Trail.Copperwood plans to mine directly underneath the Porcupine
Mountains, a park with significant portions of designated wilderness areas which was recently
identified as the most beautiful state park in the United States. Lake Superior is the largest,
coldest, cleanest, and wildest of the Great Lakes and holds Isle Royale National Park and
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. The tailings pond is planned to be located a stone’s throw
away from the North Country Trail, which

was recently incorporated into the National Park Service as a National Scenic Trail. Placing a
mine, especially with such a large tailings pond, at the juncture of these three national
recreation hotspots could prove highly disruptive to outdoor recreationists, through the
introduction of light pollution, noise pollution, underground blasting and heavy industrial
traffic. This would present a huge problem to the Outdoor Recreation industry in Michigan,
which brings in an estimated $10 billion each year in the state compared to mining’s $1
billion.

If there ever was a time to say no, this is it. Please consider that the risks outweigh the
benefits.
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Sincerely,
Kaye Hiebel,
Marquette, Michigan



From: Luise Bolleber

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood mine
Date: Saturday, March 9, 2024 8:00:37 AM

I'm urging stakeholders to reject the proposed $50 million grant to the proposed Copperwood mine in the U.P. This
is delicate and pristine area that must not be fowled by mining activity, which would ruin the area forever. It's
simply not worth sacrificing our beautiful and ecologically critical land to a foreign company. Any jobs this might
create is not a good enough reason to go forward with this plan. Please do not sell out our beautiful state in the name
of progress. If we oppose Line 5, we should also be opposing this mine. Let’s do the right thing and just say no.
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From: ac5398

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Copperwood mine

Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 12:25:08 PM
To Whom It May Concern:

As a Michigan resident, I oppose the Copperwood mine. The benefits do not outweigh the
costs. The tourism industry is more significant for Michiganders than a mine, not to mention

the environmental impact.

Thank you

Molly Leonard

331 Marlin Ave
Royal Oak MI 48067
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From: Theresa Curtin

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood mine
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 9:58:46 AM

I believe that using taxpayer money to subsidize or support in anyway the
Copperwood Mine is against the interests of Michigan. This mine would destroy a
part of the UP and after they mine it nothing would be left but toxic un repairable
waste and a population of unemployed people[ horizontal slum]. The history of
mining in this state is one of greed and destruction leaving a toxic mess for others to
clean up after the profits have been siphoned off. The UP is for tourism, hunting,
forestry and camping - this mine is counter to these interests and should be
prohibited form occurring. The taxpayer will be watching and any government
support of this mine in any way will bring about a backlash against this State
government. ¢jm
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From: Tom Wiensch

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: Copperwood Mine

Date: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 9:30:32 PM
Hello,

This message is for the Michigan Strategic Fund Board. As a U.P. Landowner, I applaud the
Board’s decision to not grant the funding request for the Copperwood Mine. This mine should
never be developed. 3500 batteries and eleven years of jobs, followed by a bust does not
warrant a perpetual tailings pond of acid and heavy metals virtually on the shore of the last,
best Great Lake.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Thomas Wiensch
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From: Jack Cairy

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Mines
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 2:24:54 PM

Michigan Strategic Fund board members,

I am writing this email in regards to the $50 million grant in consideration for the Copperwood
Mine project. I strongly suggest not authorizing a grant for Copperwood.

The Copperwood Mine will directly endanger thriving flora and fauna in the Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness region and Lake Superior. The sulfide mine will be the closest to the
Lake in history and will certainly contaminate the surrounding environment to some degree.
This area is home to a booming outdoor recreation business, and I personally have had the
pleasure of seeing families come from across the nation to vacation, hike, swim, and play in
the area. Light and noise pollution from the mine will discourage such tourism.

Copper is not a critical resource either. The projected output of the mine will not be significant
and has been said to supply materials for only a mere 3,500 electric vehicle batteries. An
online petition against Copperwood has garnered 11,000 signatures. Public support says that
this mine is not wanted in the region.

Thank you for your consideration.
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From: Brandon Smith

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Copperwood Project Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 9:46:38 AM
Attachments: JOBS.pdf

coppersulfidemining.pdf
outdoorrecreation.pdf
freudenberg-study.pdf

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Board Members:

I am submitting this comment and the supporting materials attached below in opposition of the
Copperwood Project and in opposition of any grant funding toward this project. The
environmentally unsafe mining operations, short-term economic gain, and infringement on the
1842 Treaty Territory of the Anishinaabe deem this proposed project an environmental,
economic, and cultural disaster if it were to be approved.

Lake Superior contains 10% of Earth's surface freshwater. It is a vital resource for drinking
water, fisheries, recreation, and wildlife habitat, including a major migration stopover site for
several species of migratory birds. The Copperwood Project is the closest metallic sulfide
mine to Lake Superior in the history of that region. Numerous failures of similar mining
operations and their perpetual water contamination provide sufficient support that the
Copperwood Project and its proximity to Lake Superior is too much of a risk for
contamination of freshwater resources and ecosystems (supporting document attached below).
Additionally, the Copperwood Project would only supply jobs in Gogebic County for 10-14
years. This is extremely short-term economic gain to justify perpetually contaminating Lake
Superior and surrounding pristine natural resources and wildlife habitat. Fourteen years worth
of jobs for less than a few hundred U.P. residents is not worth contaminating the drinking
water for the next several generations of U.P. residents. It would be much wiser to protect the
Porcupine Mountains and the surrounding areas, as outdoor recreation and tourism can support
a sustainable economy long-term for several generations to come (supporting documents
attached below). Finally, the proposed Copperwood Project falls within the 1842 Treaty
Territory of the Anishinaabe. The Anishinaabe Peoples have the right to clean water, clean
fish, and intact ecosystems to hunt, gather, and practice ceremony. The high likelihood of the
Copperwood Project mining operations perpetually contaminating the surrounding watershed
and ecosystems would infringe upon these treaty rights.

With this supporting evidence, I hope you will consider not the short-term small economic
gain of the state of Michigan, but of the future generations of children and families who rely
on clean drinking water from Lake Superior and surrounding waterways. I hope you will
consider the critical wildlife habitat that the Porcupine Mountains and surrounding areas are. |
hope you will consider the Indigenous Peoples who first lived in this area and still live in this
area with rights to harvest from and live on this land, without the perpetual pollution of a
metallic sulfide mine. I hope you will consider the facts of all the past failures of mines in the
northern Midwest and the costly pollution and economic devastation that is still negatively
affecting the water, people, and wildlife.

Thank you for considering these facts.
Brandon Smith
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JOBS: A REALITY CHECK

1) In 2018 Highland Copper projected 250 mining jobs at Copperwood; now they're saying 380— where did all
those new jobs come from?

2018 PROJECTION 2023 PROJECTION
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Once the facility is fully functional, Highland Copper Company says an additional 250 mining jobs will be
created, and they hope this is only beginning of copper mines in the area.

2) It's easy to tweak a model for a non-existent mine and arrive at more flattering outcomes, but what does
reality suggest? Eagle Mine in Marquette County also projected around 250 mining jobs while they were
making the pitch, but now it seems they employ fewer than 100. Might Copperwood follow the same pattern
of over-promise and under-deliver?

EAGLE MINE PROJECTIONS IN 2011

. Upper Peninsula nickel-copper mine moves
Michigan .
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Daryl Wilcox is the Powell Township Supervisor. The company’s estimating there will be
about 240 mining jobs available. They say the jobs will last seven or eight years. Wilcox
says he knows a lot of people who are planning to apply for those jobs.

EAGLE MINE TODAY

Industry Mining & Metals
ZI P P I A Revenue $57.6M

Headquarters Champion, Ml
THE CAREER EXPERT

Employees 93

3) Eagle Mine arrives at a higher number of around 400 employees by including non-mining jobs at Humbolt
Mill. But Highland Copper will be exporting copper for processing, so many of the best-paying jobs won't go
to Michiganders or even Americans:

19.2.1 Copper Concentrate

The copper concentrate produced from Copperwood will require downstream smelting and refining to

produce marketable copper and silver metal. Several smelters could receive concentrate with the nearby

candidates being the Horne smelter located in Noranda, Quebec or the copper smelter in Sudbury, Ontario.

Other alternatives include seaborne export to Asia or Europe. Concentrate transportation charges will be a

function of the final destination and will be a combination of trucking, rail and possibly maritime freight.
From HC's 2023 Feasibility Study

Should Michigan be the principle financier for this enterprise when so much of the
job creation will take place abroad?







COPPER SULFIDE MINING

Contamination is not the exception; it's the rule.

In 2012, state and federal
documents were reviewed for

Pl fourteen copper sulfide mines
eport

representing 89% of U.S. copper
productionin 2010 and found

THE TRACK RECORD OF WATER . . .

QUALITY IMPACTS RESULTING FROM severe impacts to drinking water

PIPELINE SPILLS, TAILINGS FAILURES . . .
RO EECION AND aquifers, contamination of

B 2015 farmland, contamination and loss
e : of fish and wildlife and their habitat,

and risks to public health.

RESULTS:

e At 13 of the 14 mines(92%), water collection and treatment systems have
failed to control contaminated mine seepage, resulting in significant
water quality impacts

e All of the mines (100%) experienced pipeline spills or other accidental
releases

e Toquote Dave Blouin of the Wisconsin Sierra Club: "These are some of the
largest mining companies in the world working under American
reqgulations designed to protect us, and yet they all failed."

e Insome cases, water quality impacts were so severe that acid mine
drainage at the mine site will generate water pollution in perpetuity.

Do you really want to fund such an operation not only right next
door to the Porcupine Mountains — an ecologically unique old-
growth forest, the largest of its kind remaining in the Midwest and
the largest designated Wilderness Area in mainland Michigan —
but also in unprecedented proximity to Lake Superior, 10% of the
world's surface freshwater?






Any gains from mining must be weighed
against risks to outdoor recreation

1 ) The well-known travel publication Fodor's is advising readers not to travel to the Lake Superior

region in 2024, specifically citing environmental issues negatively impacting Indigenous resources.

VA “.‘]

odor’s

No/List2024 |
e Fodor‘és‘Edito;s};ﬁlovemberf:202l3{ L ’

Indigenous people began inhabiting the boreal forests surrounding Lake Suerior

approximately 8,500 to 10,000 years ago. The Ojibwe, who call themselves Anishinaabe,
came from the East Coast to the Great Lakes in the 1400s, subsisting on game, wild rice,
and fish. Fish remains a staple, but it is threatened by pollutants. Fish consumption

“For a lot of Native nations that live either on Lake Superior or in close proximity to it, fish
has been the backbone of not only tribal economies but ways of life for a long time. These
continual advisories have the potential to be really devastating,” says Katrina Phillips, a
citizen of the Red Cliff Band of the Lake Superior Ojibwe and Associate Professor of
History at Macalester College. “In so many instances, First Nations are the people that

bear the brunt of environmental degradation.” The Red Cliff reservation sits on the lake’s

southern coastline and is a fishing community at its core.

advisories in the Great Lakes began in 1971, and continue to undermine Indigenous health|

economies, traditions, and cultures. In 2021, Wisconsin issued an advisory recommending

against consuming more than one rainbow smelt during the spring. Fish around the

spiritual homeland of the Ojibwe on Madeline Island in Wisconsin were found with

elevated levels of PFAS (per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances), human-made “forever

chemicals” linked to cancer, a result of mining and manufacturing. Michigan and

Minnesota followed up with similar advisories.

As the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history,
Copperwood would pose a tremendous new threat
against Indigenous treaty resources in Wisconsin and
Michigan, and it is unlikely to improve the region's
travel appeal in the eyes of publications like Fodor's.

2) Outdoor recreation contributes more than 10x as much to Michigan's economy as mining does.

OUTDOOR RECREATION

MINING

MICHIGAN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Outdoor economy hits new high in
Michigan; diverse industry demonstrates
growth and resilience

Kathleen Achtenberg Monday, November 27, 2023

Michigan’s outdoor recreation economy continues to soar, according to 2022 economic data just
released by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA). Overall,
outdoor recreation has a powerful and positive economic impact on the U.S. economy, and the
outdoor recreation economy in Michigan grew an impressive 11.8 percent from 2021to 2022. This
year’s report shows that outdoor recreation provided $12.36 billion in value added for Michigan in
2022, and supported nearly 119,000 jobs in a wide range of occupations and skills, including

design and manufacturing, retail sales, and hospitality.

1o
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We have been a mining state for more than 125 years, with production totaling
about $50 billion since the mid-1990s. The National Mining Association reports
that mining supports approximately 9,000 direct jobs in Michigan and 17,000

[Rlel[fTa =R RLIVII Bl LMMining contributes roughly $1 billion to the state’s
IGDP annually.

At the juncture of Lake Superior, Porcupine Mountains State Park, and the North Country Trail,
Copperwood would introduce noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting and heavy
industrial traffic into the heart of one of the most beloved outdoor recreation areas in the Midwest.
Additionally, the waste containment facility, measuring 244 football fields in area and 20 feet taller
than the Statue of Liberty in height, would be visible from multiple scenic overlooks, including Copper
Peak and Lake of the Clouds.

Why fund a short-lived boom-and-bust operation which could undermine strong-
and-sustained outdoor recreation by disrupting the experience of pristine nature
that is its foundation? And how exactly is this in keeping with the MEDC's "Pure

Michigan’

' campaign?







FREUDENBURG STUDY:

For rural communities, metal mining far more likely to lead to negative
economic outcomes

Mining the Data: Analyzing the Economic Implications of
Mining for Nonmetropolitan Regions

William R. Freudenburg, University of Wisconsin-Madison and University of
California—Santa Barbara
Lisa J. Wilson, Watershed Research and Training Center

Extractive industries such as logging and mining are generally expected to bring
significant economic benefits to rural regions, but a growing number of findings have now
challenged that common expectation. Still, it is not clear whether the findings of less-than-
desirable economic outcomes are isolated or representative. In this article, we assemble
literally all of the relevant quantitative findings on mining that we have been able to identify
in published and/or technical literature from the United States. In the interest of rigor, we
limit the assessment to cases in which strictly nonmetropolitan mining regions are compared
against other nonmetropolitan regions and/or against those regions’ own experiences over
time. Overall, 301 findings meet the criteria for inclusion. Contrary to the long-established
assumptions, but consistent with more recent critiques, roughly half of all published
findings indicate negative economic outcomes in mining communities, with the remaining
findings being split roughly evenly between favorable and neutral/indeterminate ones.
Positive Tindings are more likely t0 be associated with incomes than with poverty or
(especially) unemployment rates, and they are more likely to come from the western United
States, where much of the mining involves relatively large, new coal strip mines. Over half
of all positive findings come from the years prior to 1982. In virtually all other categories,
the plurality or majority of findings have been negative. When the patterns of findings are
subjected to one-sample means tests, the only way to produce a significantly positive
outcome is by combining all neutral/indeterminate findings with the positive ones, while
focusing exclusively on incomes; by contrast, in the case of poverty or unemployment
rates—as well as for the overall body of findings—the results are consistently and
significantly negative, whether the neutral/indeterminate findings are combined with
negative ones or omitted from the equations altogether. Until or unless future studies
produce dramatically different findings, there appears to be no scientific basis for accepting
the widespread, “obvious” assumption that mining will lead to economic improvement.
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relevant quotes:

e The areas of the United States that have the highest levels of long-term poverty tend to
be those very places that were once the site of thriving extractive industries.

e Mining communities' economic problems tend to become increasingly pronounced over
time, exacerbated by the volatility of commodity prices, the potential for a cost-price
squeeze, and the problem of flickering (i.e. the periodic shutting down of extractive
operations as prices fluctuate above and below the costs of operation).

e The Rural Sociological Society's Task Force on Rural Poverty ultimately identified
resource extraction not as an antidote to poverty, but as a cause or correlate. They
found resource extraction to have a "systematic relationship" with "the impoverishment
of rural people."

concluding sentence:

“To the extent to which past experience is to be our guide,
there is surprisingly little evidence that mining will bring
about economic good times, while there is a good deal of
evidence for expecting just the opposite.”






From: Stan Willenbring

To: MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC);
britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov;
wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Copperwood project

Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 8:00:54 PM

To Michigan Strategic Fund board:

Please decline the plan to fund a grant for Highland Copper (a foreign company) to create the Copperwood project
mine in the environmentally sensitive and economically valuable Porcupine Mountains.

I am an avid outdoorsman who enjoys visiting the pristine habitats of Michigan's Porcupine range. If the
Copperwood project defiles the Porcupine experience, I would be one of many who would stop vacationing there.
Please be wise and choose the permanent value of nature and tourism. Once it is gone, it is gone forever.

- Dr. Stan Willenbring

509 Granville Ave

Clifton Forge, VA 24422

540-915-3135
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From: Caden Reed

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Copperwood Project: NO
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 7:16:34 AM

Good morning to you all.

I write this requesting that you de net vote in favor of the Copperwood $50 Million grant.

Why continue to disrupt and take away from our natural world and resources, especially in an
area still so pristine and wondrous. It specifically gets under my skin as I have yet to make it
to the Porcupine Mountains (as an Upper Peninsula resident) and the idea that the first time
and the rest of the time I and my future family will visit that area, it will have a large-scale
wasteful mining operation.

I understand resources are necessary but there has to be another option that doesn't risk our
freshwater, ruin our old growth forests, and tamper with the pristine beauty that lies in the
forests of Michigan's Upper Peninsula.

As a resident of Marquette, Michigan - I urge you all to say no and pay attention to the short
term gain of a mining project that produces a minimal amount of product and an extreme
amount of waste. Clean water, soil & air are being lost - and you have a chance to make a
decision that preserves it for our grandchildren and their grandchildren.

Respectfully & hopeful.

~Caden A. Reed
Founder/President: Superior Healing Initiative


mailto:reedcaden313@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Kevin Sweere

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Copperwood

Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 4:20:20 PM
Hello,

The proposed copper mine in the UP is a disaster in the expensive making.

Even a cursory look at previous failures and what’s going in now shows huge similarities. Digging into the details

doesn’t make it any better.

Please help cancel, not fund, Copperwood.

- Kevin's iPhone, 937.901.1322
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From: deertailscientific@gmail.com

To: Gretchen.Whitmer@michigan.gov; MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: MSF Grant Sought by Highland Copper Company

Date: Monday, March 18, 2024 11:19:09 AM

Attachments: Copperwood DTS 3.18.2024 .pdf

Hello Governor Whitmer and MSF Board Members:

| am aware that you will soon be considering approval of the MSF grant sought by
Highland Copper Company for their Copperwood project in the Upper Peninsula.

As the Chair of Deer Tail Scientific (Duluth, MN)', | am very familiar with the track
record of the primary environmental consultant hired by Highland Copper to oversee
the Copperwood project. The consultant, Foth (Green Bay, WI), served in a similar
capacity at Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine, a project I've been following closely for the
past 25 years.

Attached please find information related to Foth’s performance at Flambeau that |
hope will help to inform your decision.

Thank you,
Laura Gauger

Laura J. Gauger, Chair
Deer Tail Scientific
Duluth, MN
wordpress.com

1 Deer Tail Scientific is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization founded in 2017. As stated in its bylaws: The
mission of Deer Tail Scientific is to educate the public, government officials and tribal sovereign
nations with fact-based information on: (1) the permitting, development, reclamation, environmental
performance and economics of Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine; and (2) how the Flambeau Mine
compares to other mines (closed, currently operating or proposed) in the Great Lakes region and
beyond.

[ 2] Virus-free.www.avast.com
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Deer Tail Scientific!

Duluth, Minnesota
deertailscientific.wordpress.com

Date: March 18, 2024

From: Laura Gauger, Chair, Deer Tail Scientific, 231 E. Superior St. #1409, Duluth, MN 55802

RE: MSF grant sought by Highland Copper Company for Copperwood project

To: Governor Gretchen Whitmer
Gretchen.Whitmer@michigan.gov

MSF Board Members:

Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Chair, MEDC msfcomments@michigan.org ; messerg@michigan.org

Dr. Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Executive Director, URC | msfcomments@michigan.org ; britanycaine@urcmich.org

Susan Corbin, Director, LEO msfcomments@michigan.org ; LEO-DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov
Wesley Eklund, CEO, Eklund Holdings msfcomments@michigan.org
Rachael Eubanks, State Treasurer msfcomments@michigan.org ; EubanksR@michigan.gov

Dimitrius Hutcherson, EVP, First Independence Bank | msfcomments@michigan.org

Dan Meyering, CEO, Trillium Investments msfcomments@michigan.org ; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com
Leon Richardson, Founder, Pres. & CEO, Chemico msfcomments@michigan.org

Charles Rothstein, Founding Partner, Beringea, LLC msfcomments@michigan.org

Susan Tellier, President, JetCo Packaging Solutions msfcomments@michigan.org ; sue@jetcofederal.com

Randy Thelen, President & CEO, The Right Place, Inc. | msfcomments@michigan.org ; randy.thelen@rightplace.org

Cindy L. Warner, Founder, 360ofme msfcomments@michigan.org

Bradley C. Wieferich, P.E., Director, MDOT msfcomments@michigan.org ; WieferichB@michigan.gov

Hello Governor Whitmer and MSF Board Members,

| am writing to provide you with information that may prove helpful in deciding whether or not to
approve the $50 million MSF grant sought by Highland Copper Company for their Copperwood
project.

As the Chair of Deer Tail Scientific (Duluth, MN)?, | am very familiar with the track record of the
primary environmental consultant hired by Highland Copper to oversee the Copperwood project.
The consultant, Foth (Green Bay, WI), served in a similar capacity at Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine, a
project I've been following closely for the past 25 years.

! Deer Tail Scientific is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization founded in 2017. As stated in its bylaws: The mission of Deer Tail Scientific is
to educate the public, government officials and tribal sovereign nations with fact-based information on: (1) the permitting, develop-
ment, reclamation, environmental performance and economics of Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine; and (2) how the Flambeau Mine com-
pares to other mines (closed, currently operating or proposed) in the Great Lakes region and beyond.
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The Flambeau Mine was a state-of-the-art open pit copper mine that operated on the banks of
the Flambeau River near Ladysmith, Wisconsin in the mid-1990s and has since been reclaimed?.
It was owned by Rio Tinto/Kennecott and operated by their subsidiary, Flambeau Mining
Company (FMC). Foth, as the lead environmental consultant for the project, was involved in the
permitting, development and reclamation of the mine and continues to oversee various remedi-
ation activities at the project site to the present day.

When promoting new mining projects in the Great Lakes region, Foth officials have pointed to
Flambeau as “an exemplary project, demonstrating that economic growth can coexist with
stringent environmental regulations.” Others, however, beg to differ.

Foth’s inability to prevent or successfully contain surface and groundwater pollution problems
at the reclaimed Flambeau Mine project site is well documented (examples below). As a result,
there is legitimate concern over what might happen to Lake Superior if the Copperwood project
moves forward and Foth, as was the case at Flambeau, is unable to prevent or successfully
contain emergent pollution.

Before you review the following examples of how Foth “got it wrong” at Flambeau, please turn
to the following page for a chart that compares key characteristics of the Flambeau and
Copperwood projects (Table 1). In particular, please note the following:

e The Flambeau Mine (181-acre footprint) was much smaller than the huge mine proposed
at Copperwood (2100-acre footprint);

e There is no tailings dam at the Flambeau project site. All of the Flambeau ore was
shipped by rail to Canada for processing, so that’s where the nastiest by-products of the
mine operation (i.e., the tailings) were generated and disposed. Copperwood, on the

other hand, would generate an estimated 29 million tons of tailings that Highland Copper
plans to store in a 320-acre tailings dam reaching a height of 130 feet.

| think you will agree that the Copperwood project, which abuts Lake Superior and the
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, is one that needs to be done right. Yet, as
documented below, the consultant that Highland Copper is relying on to manage the project
(Foth) demonstrably got it wrong at a much smaller and less-complicated mine that utilized
modern technologies (Flambeau).

2 |n addition to copper, the Flambeau Mine produced gold, silver and a small amount of zinc. It was operational for 4 years (1993-97).





Flambeau Mine Key Characteristics Compared to Copperwood Proposal

Wisconsin:
Flambeau River

Michigan:
Lake Superior and
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park

Life of Mine (yr)

Footprint (acres)

Distance to River, Lake or
Public Lands (ft)

181

140 ft from Flambeau River

32-acre Open Pit

10-14

~2100 acres on the surface® (including a 320-acre tailings dam)
~ 1050 acres underground

The above-ground boundary of the project abuts
Lake Superior shoreline and the western edge of
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park;
Eventual tunneling beneath the lake and park is anticipated.

Underground Room and Pillar

Method Max Depth = 225 ft Max Depth = 900 ft
Ore (tons) 1.9 million 25.7 million
Copper, Gold, .
Metals Silver. Zinc Copper, Silver
57.5 acres of wetlands and
Wetlands Destroyed 8 acres 3.1 lineal miles of creeks
Additional Wetlands o . .
. 3.3 acres (within project site)
Actually or Potentially 11 acres 13 acres (adjacent to project site)
Impacted
Sulfide Waste Rock (tons) 8.6 million “very little” ¢
29 million
Tailings (Tons) 0° (Tailings Dam will cover 320 acres

and have a max height of about 130 ft) f

Primary Environmental

Consultant Foth (Green Bay, WI)

Foth (Green Bay, WI)

Highland Copper Company

owner Kennecott / Rio Tinto (preceded by Orvana)

a Data Sources: Final Environmental Impact Statement for Flambeau Mining Co. Copper Mine, Wisconsin DNR, 1990; 1997 Backfilling Plan for Stockpiled
Type Il Material, Flambeau Mining Company / Foth & Van Dyke, March 1997; and Surface Water Quality Assessment of the Flambeau Mine Site, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, April 2012.

® Data Sources: Feasibility Study Update — Copperwood Project, G Mining Services, April 2023; Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I
and Vol-Il, Highland Copper Company / Foth, March 2018; Feasibility Study of the Copperwood Project, K D Engineering, March 2012; Mining Permit
Application — Copperwood, Orvana, Sep 2011; and Fact Sheet: Copperwood Mine project in relation to Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park —
Gogebic County, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, January 2024.

¢ Footprint estimate of 2100 acres was calculated manually from Figure 2-1 in: Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I, Highland Copper
Company / Foth, March 2018 [NB: The footprint acreage was not disclosed by Foth in the MPA amendment’s text]. According to Copperwood’s 2023 Feasi-
bility Study Update, “The project will significantly change the area within its footprint by disturbing and constructing infrastructure and impervious surfaces.”

4 According to Copperwood’s 2023 Feasibility Study Update, “Waste rock management needs are minimal at the site. Except for the box cut and removal of an
existing waste rock pile on the north side of the facility, mining will generate very little waste rock. Any waste rock excavated during the box cut will be stored
in the ore stockpile building, disposed in the Tailings Dam Facility, or otherwise managed and disposed of according to waste management regulations” [NB:
The company has not defined what is meant by “very little” waste rock].

¢ Flambeau ore was shipped by rail to Canada for processing, so there is no tailings dam at Flambeau.

fTailings Dam height of approximately 130 feet was calculated manually from Figure 5-6 in: Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I,
Highland Copper Company / Foth, March 2018 [NB: The height of the tailings dam was not disclosed by Foth in the MPA amendment’s text].
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https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-fact-sheet_wupcac_2024.pdf

https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-fact-sheet_wupcac_2024.pdf

https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-mpa-amendment_2018.pdf

https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-mpa-amendment_2018.pdf
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Here, then, are just a few examples of how Foth “got it wrong” at Flambeau, bringing into question
the advisability of awarding the MSF grant under consideration to Highland Copper for a much
larger and more-complicated project overseen by the same consultant:

Hydrogeological modeling developed by Foth for the Flambeau project proved to be flawed.

When FMC was seeking its permits to mine, one of Foth’s duties was to develop a groundwater
model for the project that would, among other things, predict the concentrations of various
contaminants expected in groundwaters exiting the backfilled mine pit and entering the nearby
Flambeau River.

As noted in a 2019 outside review of the Flambeau project that was authored by hydrogeologist
Robert E. Moran (Michael-Moran Associates, Golden, CO)3, Foth predicted relatively low concen-
trations of copper (14 ppb), iron (320 ppb) and manganese (550 ppb) in the waters exiting the
backfilled mine pit. Now that actual levels of contaminants are being measured in the wells at
Flambeau, individual wells within the backfilled pit have registered median dissolved concentra-
tions as high as the following (Moran, 2019):

o Copper =503 ppb (35 times higher than predicted by Foth)
o Iron = 14,000 ppb (43 times higher than predicted by Foth)
o Manganese = 33,500 ppb (60 times higher than predicted by Foth)

It is also noteworthy that Foth offered no predictions at all for the concentrations of ARSENIC
that might be expected in wells at the project site. The public health enforcement standard for
arsenic in drinking water is 10 ppb, and, prior to mining, wells across the Flambeau project site
registered concentrations of less than 5 ppb (i.e., the toxin was undetectable). That is no longer
the case.

Now that the Flambeau mine pit has been backfilled with waste rock and sludge from the mining
operation, individual wells within the backfilled pit have registered arsenic concentrations as
high as 83 ppb (8.3 times the public health standard). Arsenic levels in wells located outside the
pit and within 140 feet of the Flambeau River have gone as high as 32 ppb (3.2 times the public
health standard).

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”

The waste disposal program designed and implemented by Foth to avert groundwater contam-
ination problems at the Flambeau Mine project site failed to prevent significant degradation of
groundwater quality.

Foth’s answer to protecting groundwater reserves at the Flambeau Mine project site from con-
tamination was to add limestone to the mine’s waste rock as it was being backfilled into the
mine pit. Unfortunately, the elaborate backfilling plan developed by Foth, which entailed mixing
about 30,000 tons of limestone with the mining waste, failed to achieve the goal. As noted
above, wells both within and outside of the pit are registering elevated concentrations of
arsenic and other contaminants like manganese®.

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to the mine as an “exemplary project.”

3 Dr. Robert Moran’s professional resumé includes more than 45 years of domestic and international experience in conducting and
managing water quality, geochemical and hydrogeologic work for private investors, industrial clients, tribal and citizens groups,
NGO'’s, law firms, and governmental agencies at all levels. His complete resumé can be viewed online at: https://remwater.org/.

* The public health enforcement standard for manganese in drinking water is 300 ppb. Elevated concentrations have been associated
with causing Parkinson’s-like nerve damage.



https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2023/09/wisc-flamb-rem-rept-5.31.2019_4th-printing_final_l.pdf

https://remwater.org/
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e Stormwater management systems designed and constructed by Foth to handle polluted runoff
from the Flambeau Mine project site failed to prevent the impairment of a nearby Flambeau

River tributary.

Over the past 25 years, Foth has designed and implemented six different work plans at
Flambeau to deal with contaminated stormwater runoff from the project’s industrial outlot that
has polluted a nearby Flambeau River tributary. The reason there have been so many different
work plans over the years is because none of them have succeeded in reducing copper concen-
trations in the tributary to a safe level.

Copper concentrations as high as 77 ppb were measured in the Flambeau River tributary in
2008, compared to the legal limit of 3 ppb for chronic exposure. Citizens eventually succeeded in
getting the tributary added to the EPA’s list of Impaired Waters in 2012 due to ongoing elevated
copper levels. As of 2024, the tributary remains impaired.

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”

e Environmental monitoring plans designed by Foth for the Flambeau project have been charac-
terized by some as “Don’t Ask. Don’t Tell.”

FMC continues to claim in annual submissions to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources that “the Flambeau River remains fully protected and Flambeau remains in full
compliance with its permit standards.” Please, however, consider the following:

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project contain no provisions for any biological or
surface water quality testing in the stretch of the Flambeau River immediately adjacent to
the backfilled pit where, according to their own modeling, contaminated groundwaters from
the pit are entering the river through fractured bedrock. Foth isn’t even testing the river
water for arsenic, which we now know is present in elevated concentrations in several wells
within 140 feet of the river.

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project contain no provisions for testing the
groundwater for uranium, nickel, cobalt or aluminum even though all four metals were
known to be present in Flambeau waste rock, now crushed and in the backfilled pit.

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project call for all groundwater samples collected
for analysis to be filtered before running them in the lab. This, of course, removes some if
not most of the contaminants, thereby lowering the reported concentrations. It is also
problematic because most families using private wells or springs and all farms, livestock,
wildlife, fish and vegetation, etc. use and consume unfiltered water.

o The Flambeau River is only about 5 feet deep in the vicinity of the 225-foot deep backfilled
mine pit. Yet, Foth’s monitoring plans include no provisions for testing groundwater quality
on the west side of the Flambeau River (opposite side from pit) to determine if the plume of
groundwater contamination emanating from the backfilled pit and headed in that direction
has extended beyond the river to properties on the other side.

Despite all of the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”
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Foth’s forthrightness with the public has been brought into question.

Perhaps this point can best be made by way of an example. Consider the following:

When citizens voiced concerns during the Flambeau Mine permitting process about what might
happen to groundwaters beyond Flambeau’s project boundary (which abuts the Flambeau
River), Foth distributed a memo in which they stated the following:

“The river is in the way. It is clearly impossible, then, for any activities at the mine, on one side of the river,
to affect any water wells on the other side of the river” (Foth, 1988).

Years later, when Dr. Robert E. Moran conducted his aforementioned review of historical and
modern Flambeau Mine documents, he commented on Foth’s memo, characterizing it as
“groundwater foolishness.” In particular, he noted the following:

“The Flambeau River is only about 5 feet deep in the vicinity of the 225-foot deep mine pit” [and] “the
overall hydrogeological relationships suggest that the deeper groundwaters may be migrating under the
river sediments via fractures and faults” (Moran, 2019).

He also noted that Foth had clearly stated in the 1989 Mining Permit Application for the Flambeau
project that the bedrock between the backfilled mine pit and Flambeau River was “fractured”
and that contaminated groundwater leaving the reclaimed mine pit would “flow directly into the
bed of the Flambeau River.” Yet, the public was told the following by virtue of a plaque displayed
at the project site during mine operations in the mid-1990s:

The Flambeau mine
1S separated from
the Flaimnbeau River

by a 140-foot rock
pillar stronger than
the Hoover Dam.

Dr. Moran, who examined not only the above issues related to groundwater flow at the Flambeau
project site but a host of other important issues addressed by Foth during the permitting process,
concluded the following:

“The narrative ‘predictions’ made by FMC’s main Wisconsin consultant in the various permit-
related and Annual Reports appear to be largely naive geochemically and hydrogeologically.

... Such statements are most useful for obtaining permits, less so for generating quantitatively-
reliable predictions.”



https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/foth_june-1988_.pdf

https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2023/09/wisc-flamb-rem-rept-5.31.2019_4th-printing_final_l.pdf
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In summary, the Copperwood proposal, which abuts Lake Superior and the Porcupine Mountains
Wilderness State Park, is one that needs to be done right. Yet, Highland Copper is relying on a
consultant to manage the project (Foth) that demonstrably failed to get it right at a much smaller
and less-complicated mine (Flambeau).

Would the Copperwood project be a good use of MSF funds? | hope the above information will help
to inform your decision.

Thank you,

D g | )
QUiNd.~ £ 2 ~

\/{ Una Jm‘gﬂl

Laura Gauger, Chair
Deer Tail Scientific

References:
Moran, Dr. Robert E., May 2019 (posthumous). Flambeau Mine: Water Contamination and Selective “Alternative Facts”, 116 pg.

Foth, June 1988. The Effect of the Flambeau River as a Hydraulic Barrier to Groundwater Underflow, 4 pg.
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Deer Tail Scientific!

Duluth, Minnesota
deertailscientific.wordpress.com

Date: March 18, 2024

From: Laura Gauger, Chair, Deer Tail Scientific, 231 E. Superior St. #1409, Duluth, MN 55802

RE: MSF grant sought by Highland Copper Company for Copperwood project

To: Governor Gretchen Whitmer
Gretchen.Whitmer@michigan.gov

MSF Board Members:

Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Chair, MEDC msfcomments@michigan.org ; messerg@michigan.org

Dr. Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Executive Director, URC | msfcomments@michigan.org ; britanycaine@urcmich.org

Susan Corbin, Director, LEO msfcomments@michigan.org ; LEO-DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov
Wesley Eklund, CEO, Eklund Holdings msfcomments@michigan.org
Rachael Eubanks, State Treasurer msfcomments@michigan.org ; EubanksR@michigan.gov

Dimitrius Hutcherson, EVP, First Independence Bank | msfcomments@michigan.org

Dan Meyering, CEO, Trillium Investments msfcomments@michigan.org ; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com
Leon Richardson, Founder, Pres. & CEO, Chemico msfcomments@michigan.org

Charles Rothstein, Founding Partner, Beringea, LLC msfcomments@michigan.org

Susan Tellier, President, JetCo Packaging Solutions msfcomments@michigan.org ; sue@jetcofederal.com

Randy Thelen, President & CEO, The Right Place, Inc. | msfcomments@michigan.org ; randy.thelen@rightplace.org

Cindy L. Warner, Founder, 360ofme msfcomments@michigan.org

Bradley C. Wieferich, P.E., Director, MDOT msfcomments@michigan.org ; WieferichB@michigan.gov

Hello Governor Whitmer and MSF Board Members,

| am writing to provide you with information that may prove helpful in deciding whether or not to
approve the $50 million MSF grant sought by Highland Copper Company for their Copperwood
project.

As the Chair of Deer Tail Scientific (Duluth, MN)?, | am very familiar with the track record of the
primary environmental consultant hired by Highland Copper to oversee the Copperwood project.
The consultant, Foth (Green Bay, WI), served in a similar capacity at Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine, a
project I've been following closely for the past 25 years.

! Deer Tail Scientific is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization founded in 2017. As stated in its bylaws: The mission of Deer Tail Scientific is
to educate the public, government officials and tribal sovereign nations with fact-based information on: (1) the permitting, develop-
ment, reclamation, environmental performance and economics of Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine; and (2) how the Flambeau Mine com-
pares to other mines (closed, currently operating or proposed) in the Great Lakes region and beyond.
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The Flambeau Mine was a state-of-the-art open pit copper mine that operated on the banks of
the Flambeau River near Ladysmith, Wisconsin in the mid-1990s and has since been reclaimed?.
It was owned by Rio Tinto/Kennecott and operated by their subsidiary, Flambeau Mining
Company (FMC). Foth, as the lead environmental consultant for the project, was involved in the
permitting, development and reclamation of the mine and continues to oversee various remedi-
ation activities at the project site to the present day.

When promoting new mining projects in the Great Lakes region, Foth officials have pointed to
Flambeau as “an exemplary project, demonstrating that economic growth can coexist with
stringent environmental regulations.” Others, however, beg to differ.

Foth’s inability to prevent or successfully contain surface and groundwater pollution problems
at the reclaimed Flambeau Mine project site is well documented (examples below). As a result,
there is legitimate concern over what might happen to Lake Superior if the Copperwood project
moves forward and Foth, as was the case at Flambeau, is unable to prevent or successfully
contain emergent pollution.

Before you review the following examples of how Foth “got it wrong” at Flambeau, please turn
to the following page for a chart that compares key characteristics of the Flambeau and
Copperwood projects (Table 1). In particular, please note the following:

e The Flambeau Mine (181-acre footprint) was much smaller than the huge mine proposed
at Copperwood (2100-acre footprint);

e There is no tailings dam at the Flambeau project site. All of the Flambeau ore was
shipped by rail to Canada for processing, so that’s where the nastiest by-products of the
mine operation (i.e., the tailings) were generated and disposed. Copperwood, on the

other hand, would generate an estimated 29 million tons of tailings that Highland Copper
plans to store in a 320-acre tailings dam reaching a height of 130 feet.

| think you will agree that the Copperwood project, which abuts Lake Superior and the
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, is one that needs to be done right. Yet, as
documented below, the consultant that Highland Copper is relying on to manage the project
(Foth) demonstrably got it wrong at a much smaller and less-complicated mine that utilized
modern technologies (Flambeau).

2 |n addition to copper, the Flambeau Mine produced gold, silver and a small amount of zinc. It was operational for 4 years (1993-97).



Flambeau Mine Key Characteristics Compared to Copperwood Proposal

Wisconsin:
Flambeau River

Michigan:
Lake Superior and
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park

Life of Mine (yr)

Footprint (acres)

Distance to River, Lake or
Public Lands (ft)

181

140 ft from Flambeau River

32-acre Open Pit

10-14

~2100 acres on the surface® (including a 320-acre tailings dam)
~ 1050 acres underground

The above-ground boundary of the project abuts
Lake Superior shoreline and the western edge of
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park;
Eventual tunneling beneath the lake and park is anticipated.

Underground Room and Pillar

Method Max Depth = 225 ft Max Depth = 900 ft
Ore (tons) 1.9 million 25.7 million
Copper, Gold, .
Metals Silver. Zinc Copper, Silver
57.5 acres of wetlands and
Wetlands Destroyed 8 acres 3.1 lineal miles of creeks
Additional Wetlands o . .
. 3.3 acres (within project site)
Actually or Potentially 11 acres 13 acres (adjacent to project site)
Impacted
Sulfide Waste Rock (tons) 8.6 million “very little” ¢
29 million
Tailings (Tons) 0° (Tailings Dam will cover 320 acres

and have a max height of about 130 ft) f

Primary Environmental

Consultant Foth (Green Bay, WI)

Foth (Green Bay, WI)

Highland Copper Company

owner Kennecott / Rio Tinto (preceded by Orvana)

a Data Sources: Final Environmental Impact Statement for Flambeau Mining Co. Copper Mine, Wisconsin DNR, 1990; 1997 Backfilling Plan for Stockpiled
Type Il Material, Flambeau Mining Company / Foth & Van Dyke, March 1997; and Surface Water Quality Assessment of the Flambeau Mine Site, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, April 2012.

® Data Sources: Feasibility Study Update — Copperwood Project, G Mining Services, April 2023; Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I
and Vol-Il, Highland Copper Company / Foth, March 2018; Feasibility Study of the Copperwood Project, K D Engineering, March 2012; Mining Permit
Application — Copperwood, Orvana, Sep 2011; and Fact Sheet: Copperwood Mine project in relation to Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park —
Gogebic County, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, January 2024.

¢ Footprint estimate of 2100 acres was calculated manually from Figure 2-1 in: Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I, Highland Copper
Company / Foth, March 2018 [NB: The footprint acreage was not disclosed by Foth in the MPA amendment’s text]. According to Copperwood’s 2023 Feasi-
bility Study Update, “The project will significantly change the area within its footprint by disturbing and constructing infrastructure and impervious surfaces.”

4 According to Copperwood’s 2023 Feasibility Study Update, “Waste rock management needs are minimal at the site. Except for the box cut and removal of an
existing waste rock pile on the north side of the facility, mining will generate very little waste rock. Any waste rock excavated during the box cut will be stored
in the ore stockpile building, disposed in the Tailings Dam Facility, or otherwise managed and disposed of according to waste management regulations” [NB:
The company has not defined what is meant by “very little” waste rock].

¢ Flambeau ore was shipped by rail to Canada for processing, so there is no tailings dam at Flambeau.

fTailings Dam height of approximately 130 feet was calculated manually from Figure 5-6 in: Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I,
Highland Copper Company / Foth, March 2018 [NB: The height of the tailings dam was not disclosed by Foth in the MPA amendment’s text].



https://flambeauminearchive.files.wordpress.com/2022/03/1990_flamb-eis_uwdcc-scan.pdf
https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/foth_1997a.pdf
https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/foth_1997a.pdf
https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/wdnr-flambeau-mine-sw-assessment_apr-2012.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/feasibility-study_2023-update_copperwood.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-mpa-amendment_2018.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/2018_copperwood-mpa-amend_vol-ii.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/2012_feasibility-study_copperwood.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/2011_copperwood-mpa_orvana_09-21-11.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/2011_copperwood-mpa_orvana_09-21-11.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-fact-sheet_wupcac_2024.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-fact-sheet_wupcac_2024.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-mpa-amendment_2018.pdf
https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/copperwood-mpa-amendment_2018.pdf
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Here, then, are just a few examples of how Foth “got it wrong” at Flambeau, bringing into question
the advisability of awarding the MSF grant under consideration to Highland Copper for a much
larger and more-complicated project overseen by the same consultant:

Hydrogeological modeling developed by Foth for the Flambeau project proved to be flawed.

When FMC was seeking its permits to mine, one of Foth’s duties was to develop a groundwater
model for the project that would, among other things, predict the concentrations of various
contaminants expected in groundwaters exiting the backfilled mine pit and entering the nearby
Flambeau River.

As noted in a 2019 outside review of the Flambeau project that was authored by hydrogeologist
Robert E. Moran (Michael-Moran Associates, Golden, CO)3, Foth predicted relatively low concen-
trations of copper (14 ppb), iron (320 ppb) and manganese (550 ppb) in the waters exiting the
backfilled mine pit. Now that actual levels of contaminants are being measured in the wells at
Flambeau, individual wells within the backfilled pit have registered median dissolved concentra-
tions as high as the following (Moran, 2019):

o Copper =503 ppb (35 times higher than predicted by Foth)
o Iron = 14,000 ppb (43 times higher than predicted by Foth)
o Manganese = 33,500 ppb (60 times higher than predicted by Foth)

It is also noteworthy that Foth offered no predictions at all for the concentrations of ARSENIC
that might be expected in wells at the project site. The public health enforcement standard for
arsenic in drinking water is 10 ppb, and, prior to mining, wells across the Flambeau project site
registered concentrations of less than 5 ppb (i.e., the toxin was undetectable). That is no longer
the case.

Now that the Flambeau mine pit has been backfilled with waste rock and sludge from the mining
operation, individual wells within the backfilled pit have registered arsenic concentrations as
high as 83 ppb (8.3 times the public health standard). Arsenic levels in wells located outside the
pit and within 140 feet of the Flambeau River have gone as high as 32 ppb (3.2 times the public
health standard).

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”

The waste disposal program designed and implemented by Foth to avert groundwater contam-
ination problems at the Flambeau Mine project site failed to prevent significant degradation of
groundwater quality.

Foth’s answer to protecting groundwater reserves at the Flambeau Mine project site from con-
tamination was to add limestone to the mine’s waste rock as it was being backfilled into the
mine pit. Unfortunately, the elaborate backfilling plan developed by Foth, which entailed mixing
about 30,000 tons of limestone with the mining waste, failed to achieve the goal. As noted
above, wells both within and outside of the pit are registering elevated concentrations of
arsenic and other contaminants like manganese®.

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to the mine as an “exemplary project.”

3 Dr. Robert Moran’s professional resumé includes more than 45 years of domestic and international experience in conducting and
managing water quality, geochemical and hydrogeologic work for private investors, industrial clients, tribal and citizens groups,
NGO'’s, law firms, and governmental agencies at all levels. His complete resumé can be viewed online at: https://remwater.org/.

* The public health enforcement standard for manganese in drinking water is 300 ppb. Elevated concentrations have been associated
with causing Parkinson’s-like nerve damage.


https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2023/09/wisc-flamb-rem-rept-5.31.2019_4th-printing_final_l.pdf
https://remwater.org/
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e Stormwater management systems designed and constructed by Foth to handle polluted runoff
from the Flambeau Mine project site failed to prevent the impairment of a nearby Flambeau

River tributary.

Over the past 25 years, Foth has designed and implemented six different work plans at
Flambeau to deal with contaminated stormwater runoff from the project’s industrial outlot that
has polluted a nearby Flambeau River tributary. The reason there have been so many different
work plans over the years is because none of them have succeeded in reducing copper concen-
trations in the tributary to a safe level.

Copper concentrations as high as 77 ppb were measured in the Flambeau River tributary in
2008, compared to the legal limit of 3 ppb for chronic exposure. Citizens eventually succeeded in
getting the tributary added to the EPA’s list of Impaired Waters in 2012 due to ongoing elevated
copper levels. As of 2024, the tributary remains impaired.

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”

e Environmental monitoring plans designed by Foth for the Flambeau project have been charac-
terized by some as “Don’t Ask. Don’t Tell.”

FMC continues to claim in annual submissions to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources that “the Flambeau River remains fully protected and Flambeau remains in full
compliance with its permit standards.” Please, however, consider the following:

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project contain no provisions for any biological or
surface water quality testing in the stretch of the Flambeau River immediately adjacent to
the backfilled pit where, according to their own modeling, contaminated groundwaters from
the pit are entering the river through fractured bedrock. Foth isn’t even testing the river
water for arsenic, which we now know is present in elevated concentrations in several wells
within 140 feet of the river.

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project contain no provisions for testing the
groundwater for uranium, nickel, cobalt or aluminum even though all four metals were
known to be present in Flambeau waste rock, now crushed and in the backfilled pit.

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project call for all groundwater samples collected
for analysis to be filtered before running them in the lab. This, of course, removes some if
not most of the contaminants, thereby lowering the reported concentrations. It is also
problematic because most families using private wells or springs and all farms, livestock,
wildlife, fish and vegetation, etc. use and consume unfiltered water.

o The Flambeau River is only about 5 feet deep in the vicinity of the 225-foot deep backfilled
mine pit. Yet, Foth’s monitoring plans include no provisions for testing groundwater quality
on the west side of the Flambeau River (opposite side from pit) to determine if the plume of
groundwater contamination emanating from the backfilled pit and headed in that direction
has extended beyond the river to properties on the other side.

Despite all of the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”
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Foth’s forthrightness with the public has been brought into question.

Perhaps this point can best be made by way of an example. Consider the following:

When citizens voiced concerns during the Flambeau Mine permitting process about what might
happen to groundwaters beyond Flambeau’s project boundary (which abuts the Flambeau
River), Foth distributed a memo in which they stated the following:

“The river is in the way. It is clearly impossible, then, for any activities at the mine, on one side of the river,
to affect any water wells on the other side of the river” (Foth, 1988).

Years later, when Dr. Robert E. Moran conducted his aforementioned review of historical and
modern Flambeau Mine documents, he commented on Foth’s memo, characterizing it as
“groundwater foolishness.” In particular, he noted the following:

“The Flambeau River is only about 5 feet deep in the vicinity of the 225-foot deep mine pit” [and] “the
overall hydrogeological relationships suggest that the deeper groundwaters may be migrating under the
river sediments via fractures and faults” (Moran, 2019).

He also noted that Foth had clearly stated in the 1989 Mining Permit Application for the Flambeau
project that the bedrock between the backfilled mine pit and Flambeau River was “fractured”
and that contaminated groundwater leaving the reclaimed mine pit would “flow directly into the
bed of the Flambeau River.” Yet, the public was told the following by virtue of a plaque displayed
at the project site during mine operations in the mid-1990s:

The Flambeau mine
1S separated from
the Flaimnbeau River

by a 140-foot rock
pillar stronger than
the Hoover Dam.

Dr. Moran, who examined not only the above issues related to groundwater flow at the Flambeau
project site but a host of other important issues addressed by Foth during the permitting process,
concluded the following:

“The narrative ‘predictions’ made by FMC’s main Wisconsin consultant in the various permit-
related and Annual Reports appear to be largely naive geochemically and hydrogeologically.

... Such statements are most useful for obtaining permits, less so for generating quantitatively-
reliable predictions.”


https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/foth_june-1988_.pdf
https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2023/09/wisc-flamb-rem-rept-5.31.2019_4th-printing_final_l.pdf
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In summary, the Copperwood proposal, which abuts Lake Superior and the Porcupine Mountains
Wilderness State Park, is one that needs to be done right. Yet, Highland Copper is relying on a
consultant to manage the project (Foth) that demonstrably failed to get it right at a much smaller
and less-complicated mine (Flambeau).

Would the Copperwood project be a good use of MSF funds? | hope the above information will help
to inform your decision.

Thank you,

D g | )
QUiNd.~ £ 2 ~

\/{ Una Jm‘gﬂl

Laura Gauger, Chair
Deer Tail Scientific

References:
Moran, Dr. Robert E., May 2019 (posthumous). Flambeau Mine: Water Contamination and Selective “Alternative Facts”, 116 pg.

Foth, June 1988. The Effect of the Flambeau River as a Hydraulic Barrier to Groundwater Underflow, 4 pg.
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From: Brooke Tharp

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: DENY the $50 million grant to Highland Copper for the Copperwood Mine
Date: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 4:00:40 PM

Dear MSF Board Members:

| am a lifelong Michigander and Upper Peninsula resident. I'm writing today to urge you to DENY the
S50 million grant to Highland Copper for the Copperwood Mine by voting NO on the grant at the
MSF board meeting. This risky investment is a terrible decision for the State of Michigan to make, for
environmental as well as economic reasons.

Lack of Economic Benefit for Michigan Residents and U.S. Citizens

Highland Copper, a Canadian “junior mining” company, touts the number of jobs created by
the Copperwood Mine as a huge boost for the local and state economy. However, many of the
best-paying jobs won’t go to Michiganders. Although the Upper Peninsula will be the frontlines
of extraction, Highland says the copper-concentrate will then be shipped off to Ontario, Quebec,
or even Europe or Asia for further processing.

Michigan should not be financing a foreign company who outsources so much of its

labor. Copperwood is actually more likely to negatively impact the local economy in the long-term.
A study done by Dr. William Freudenburg of UW-Madison and UC-Santa Barbara analyzes

the quantitative impacts of mines on nonmetropolitan areas in the U.S. and shows that only 29%
of mines led to a positive economic outcome for rural communities. Half of those cases came
from before 1982, and the majority of them came from the western U.S. The study concludes

by saying, “there is surprisingly little evidence that mining will bring about economic good

times, while there is a good deal of evidence for expecting just the opposite.” Should Michigan

be paying to perpetuate an industry which is more likely to impoverish this area in the long

term than enrich it?

Instability of Highland Copper and Copperwood

If Copperwood is as lucrative as Highland Copper claims, then where are all the investors, and
where’s the company’s stability? After more than a decade of planning, Highland Copper’s market
cap has stagnated, and they still have only 10% of the necessary capital to begin construction. The
State of Michigan should not be bailing out a failing Canadian company.

Additionally, just a few months ago, Highland Copper’s CEO stepped down with no explanation. And
he’s not alone; Highland Copper has had 4 CEOs in the past decade. If this project is so risky that it
can’t keep investors or employees, it is too risky for the State of Michigan to endorse.

Highland Copper also has a low likelihood of keeping the Copperwood project. In July 2023, they sold
66% of their shares of the White Pine North Mine (also in the western U.P.) to another Canadian
company for $30M, Kinterra Capital, thus making Kinterra the majority shareholder. It’s likely
Highland Copper would also jump at the opportunity to sell Copperwood to the next deep-pocketed
“partner” to come along. Highland Copper cannot be trusted to secure investments, keep a CEO, or
even hold on to ownership of their mining prospects; why should they be trusted with $50 million of
Michigan taxpayer money?

Thank you for taking the time to carefully consider my comments. Please, vote NO to DENY Highland
Copper’s request for a $50 million investment from the State of Michigan. The future of the Lake
Superior shoreline and outdoor recreation viability of the Upper Peninsula is critically important to
me and my community. | urge you to be on the right side of history and do what is within your
power as an MSF board member to prevent these potentially catastrophic impacts to the Porcupine


mailto:brooke.e.tharp@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

Mountains and Lake Superior watershed.
Respectfully,

Brooke Tharp

1402 Woodland Ave. Marquette M| 49855

Brooke Tharp, LLBSW, MSW
She/Her/Ella



From: Nesli Karakus

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Disappointment in copper mine decision
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 12:10:44 PM

I am writing to express my disappointment that you are granting a Canadian company $50
million to extract copper from pristine lands in Michigan. People live in and visit Michigan for
a variety of reasons but its natural beauty is among the top. For years places like Interlochen
and other areas offered a natural oasis yet for the promise of money from an inexperienced
mining company you offer up taxpayer money to extract natural minerals that make up the
ecosystem. Should that area become toxic as a result, each of your names and faces will
forever be associated with the reason that occurred.
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Quentin L. Messer, Jr.

Chair, Chief Executive & Economic
Competitiveness Officer , Michigan
Economic Development Corporation
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Dr. Britany L. Affolter-Caine

Executive Director, Michigan’s
University Research Corridor
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From: portia

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: DO NOT FUND the Highland Copper Mine!!!
Date: Saturday, February 24, 2024 3:30:07 PM
Attachments: cleanup.pdf

coppersulfidemining.pdf
freudenberg-study.pdf

Hello,

I am writing to add my public comment to the upcoming meeting on Tues 2/27 to discuss the
funding of the Highland Copper mine project.

PLEASE DO NOT FUND THIS MINE!
Do not give them the grant!

I recently purchased 17 acres of land in the local area because of the beautiful wild landscape,
with plans to create an ecotourism and nature immersion business this summer - that will be
viable for many years to come and bring people from all over the world into the region.

This mine project will disrupt my ability to provide my customers with a pristine nature
sanctuary!

I have been researching the economics of this project and IT IS CLEARLY A BAD
INVESTMENT!
Please see attached documents.

I do not want my tax dollars to go to fund a sulfide (battery acid) WASTE project that will
only line the pockets of foreign investors and do nothing to support the local economy. Not to
mention risk poisoning Lake Superior, which is 10% of the world's fresh water.

I strongly urge you NOT to give them this grant - and instead support businesses that protect
Lake Superior and foster eco friendly economics that the UP is known for! This is the way
of the future!

Thank you,
~Portia Richardson


mailto:portia.mr@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

$50 million to fund a mine today
may cost billions to clean up tomorrow

With too many examples to choose from, here are two articles from just the last month which show

that mines can be a very costly gamble:

1) THE WALLSTREET JOURNAL.

BUSINESS

BHP Signals $5.7 Billion of Write-
Downs From Nickel Crash, Dam Failure

Fallout

World’s biggest miner says it could mothball its big Nickel West
operation if prices of the battery metal don’t improve

By Rhiannon Hoyle \:Follow;\
Updated Feb. 14, 2024 7:48 pm ET

ADELAIDE, Australia—BHP Group BHP 0.94% 4 announced one of the mining
industry’s biggest write-downs of nickel operations since prices of the battery

metal started to slump last year, illustrating how producers don’t expect a
turnaround any time soon as electric-vehicle sales growth slows.

Takeaway: volatile metal prices and slow
integration of alternative energy technologies
make metal mining a highly risky investment

The Detroit News

SERVING MICHIGAN SINCE 1873

2)

Task force seeks input on cleanup of
mining waste that threatens Lake
Superior's Buffalo Reef

\ ' Hayley Harding
' The Detroit News

Published 9:50 p.m. ET Feb. 4, 2024

With a project estimated to cost more than $2 billion on the line, the Buffalo Reef
Task Force — made up of state, federal and tribal groups — is accepting public
comment on how it should proceed with cleaning up mining waste that threaten
important reefs in Lake Superior.

The Upper Peninsula already shows a long pattern of
suffering both environmentally and financially from copper
mine contamination; why not learn from history?







COPPER SULFIDE MINING

Contamination is not the exception; it's the rule.

In 2012, state and federal
documents were reviewed for

Pl fourteen copper sulfide mines
eport

representing 89% of U.S. copper
productionin 2010 and found

THE TRACK RECORD OF WATER . . .

QUALITY IMPACTS RESULTING FROM severe impacts to drinking water

PIPELINE SPILLS, TAILINGS FAILURES . . .
RO EECION AND aquifers, contamination of

B 2015 farmland, contamination and loss
e : of fish and wildlife and their habitat,

and risks to public health.

RESULTS:

e At 13 of the 14 mines(92%), water collection and treatment systems have
failed to control contaminated mine seepage, resulting in significant
water quality impacts

e All of the mines (100%) experienced pipeline spills or other accidental
releases

e Toquote Dave Blouin of the Wisconsin Sierra Club: "These are some of the
largest mining companies in the world working under American
reqgulations designed to protect us, and yet they all failed."

e Insome cases, water quality impacts were so severe that acid mine
drainage at the mine site will generate water pollution in perpetuity.

Do you really want to fund such an operation not only right next
door to the Porcupine Mountains — an ecologically unique old-
growth forest, the largest of its kind remaining in the Midwest and
the largest designated Wilderness Area in mainland Michigan —
but also in unprecedented proximity to Lake Superior, 10% of the
world's surface freshwater?






FREUDENBURG STUDY:

For rural communities, metal mining far more likely to lead to negative
economic outcomes

Mining the Data: Analyzing the Economic Implications of
Mining for Nonmetropolitan Regions

William R. Freudenburg, University of Wisconsin-Madison and University of
California—Santa Barbara
Lisa J. Wilson, Watershed Research and Training Center

Extractive industries such as logging and mining are generally expected to bring
significant economic benefits to rural regions, but a growing number of findings have now
challenged that common expectation. Still, it is not clear whether the findings of less-than-
desirable economic outcomes are isolated or representative. In this article, we assemble
literally all of the relevant quantitative findings on mining that we have been able to identify
in published and/or technical literature from the United States. In the interest of rigor, we
limit the assessment to cases in which strictly nonmetropolitan mining regions are compared
against other nonmetropolitan regions and/or against those regions’ own experiences over
time. Overall, 301 findings meet the criteria for inclusion. Contrary to the long-established
assumptions, but consistent with more recent critiques, roughly half of all published
findings indicate negative economic outcomes in mining communities, with the remaining
findings being split roughly evenly between favorable and neutral/indeterminate ones.
Positive Tindings are more likely t0 be associated with incomes than with poverty or
(especially) unemployment rates, and they are more likely to come from the western United
States, where much of the mining involves relatively large, new coal strip mines. Over half
of all positive findings come from the years prior to 1982. In virtually all other categories,
the plurality or majority of findings have been negative. When the patterns of findings are
subjected to one-sample means tests, the only way to produce a significantly positive
outcome is by combining all neutral/indeterminate findings with the positive ones, while
focusing exclusively on incomes; by contrast, in the case of poverty or unemployment
rates—as well as for the overall body of findings—the results are consistently and
significantly negative, whether the neutral/indeterminate findings are combined with
negative ones or omitted from the equations altogether. Until or unless future studies
produce dramatically different findings, there appears to be no scientific basis for accepting
the widespread, “obvious” assumption that mining will lead to economic improvement.
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relevant quotes:

e The areas of the United States that have the highest levels of long-term poverty tend to
be those very places that were once the site of thriving extractive industries.

e Mining communities' economic problems tend to become increasingly pronounced over
time, exacerbated by the volatility of commodity prices, the potential for a cost-price
squeeze, and the problem of flickering (i.e. the periodic shutting down of extractive
operations as prices fluctuate above and below the costs of operation).

e The Rural Sociological Society's Task Force on Rural Poverty ultimately identified
resource extraction not as an antidote to poverty, but as a cause or correlate. They
found resource extraction to have a "systematic relationship" with "the impoverishment
of rural people."

concluding sentence:

“To the extent to which past experience is to be our guide,
there is surprisingly little evidence that mining will bring
about economic good times, while there is a good deal of
evidence for expecting just the opposite.”






From: Madison Moore

Cc: MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC);
britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius
Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com;
randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC

ContractsAndGrants
Subject: DO NOT give Highland Copper the 50 million dollar grant!
Date: Thursday, February 15, 2024 11:01:34 PM

Hello, and a good day to you all at the Michigan Strategic Fund Board. I'm writing to give my
input about the decision on whether to give Highland Copper the 50 million dollar grant:

You shouldn't give it to them.

You should save that money for a project that's deserving of it, not to a company that'll just
pollute the Great Lake Superior; I'm hearing more and more stories about people moving to
Michigan due to water crises. Funding this project will only ruin the clean waters that are
leading people here! And what would stop Highland from digging for copper underneath the
Porcupine Mountains? The Porkies was made a state park to protect its pristine 35,000 acre
old-growth forests. Giving Highland the opportunity to mine here will defeat the purpose of
making the Mountains a park! It would also drive down recreation, a big money-maker. Sound, light,
and aforementioned water pollution make for a poor experience when you're trying to connect with
nature. People see this and will have second thoughts on visiting. | know | wouldn't want to visit a park
that's lying about its pristine nature; how many others think this same way? How many more would be
surprised, even disappointed, to see this development near both the Porkies and Lake Superior?

This project may boost our economy now, but what happens once that copper is depleted? It's
not like we can put more in there! That flow of money will be gone, and we're left with an
environment that's in ruins, a polluted Superior, and a tattered state park. How will we fix all
that? Would the 'profits' from this mine cover the costs of restoring everything? Why not save
money now instead of scrambling in the future to raise funds rectifying these disasters? Why
not invest this 50 million into a more sustainable long-term industry, like outdoor recreation?
Instead of losing their jobs to a depleted mine, these hypothetical miners would instead hold
lasting careers and ultimately drive interest in the area.

I hope these points are enough to sway you all into withholding the grant. Don't ruin our
beautiful Upper Peninsula and Lake Superior for this unsustainable, short-term industry. This
project may sound good on paper, but history repeats itself; company comes to make a quick
buck and high-tails it outta there, leaving the locals with nothing good.

- Madison Moore
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From: Madison Moore

Cc: MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC);
britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius
Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com;
randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC

ContractsAndGrants
Subject: DO NOT give Highland Copper the 50 million dollar grant!
Date: Thursday, February 15, 2024 11:01:34 PM

Hello, and a good day to you all at the Michigan Strategic Fund Board. I'm writing to give my
input about the decision on whether to give Highland Copper the 50 million dollar grant:

You shouldn't give it to them.

You should save that money for a project that's deserving of it, not to a company that'll just
pollute the Great Lake Superior; I'm hearing more and more stories about people moving to
Michigan due to water crises. Funding this project will only ruin the clean waters that are
leading people here! And what would stop Highland from digging for copper underneath the
Porcupine Mountains? The Porkies was made a state park to protect its pristine 35,000 acre
old-growth forests. Giving Highland the opportunity to mine here will defeat the purpose of
making the Mountains a park! It would also drive down recreation, a big money-maker. Sound, light,
and aforementioned water pollution make for a poor experience when you're trying to connect with
nature. People see this and will have second thoughts on visiting. | know | wouldn't want to visit a park
that's lying about its pristine nature; how many others think this same way? How many more would be
surprised, even disappointed, to see this development near both the Porkies and Lake Superior?

This project may boost our economy now, but what happens once that copper is depleted? It's
not like we can put more in there! That flow of money will be gone, and we're left with an
environment that's in ruins, a polluted Superior, and a tattered state park. How will we fix all
that? Would the 'profits' from this mine cover the costs of restoring everything? Why not save
money now instead of scrambling in the future to raise funds rectifying these disasters? Why
not invest this 50 million into a more sustainable long-term industry, like outdoor recreation?
Instead of losing their jobs to a depleted mine, these hypothetical miners would instead hold
lasting careers and ultimately drive interest in the area.

I hope these points are enough to sway you all into withholding the grant. Don't ruin our
beautiful Upper Peninsula and Lake Superior for this unsustainable, short-term industry. This
project may sound good on paper, but history repeats itself; company comes to make a quick
buck and high-tails it outta there, leaving the locals with nothing good.

- Madison Moore
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From: Steve Duede

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Don't pollute Lake Superior
Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2024 3:18:34 PM

I object to the mining being proposed near the Porcupine mountains and Lake Superior. Please no tax money for
mining in such a pristine area!
Sent from my iPhone


mailto:stevebetsyduede98@charter.net
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From: Tzintzun Aguilar-1zzo

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Don"t approve the $50M grant for the Copperwood Mine
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 7:52:13 AM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Committee,

My name is Tzintzun Aguilar-Izzo, and I am writing to you all to recommend that you don't approve the $50M grant for the
Copperwood Mine. The inexperienced Canadian company, Highland Copper Inc.
<https://www.highlandcopper.com/copperwood-project> , shouldn't have the right or the ability to threaten Michigan's air,
land and water, as well as (due to the proposed mine's proximity to Lake Superior) the entire Great Lakes Basin.

Highland Copper Inc. wants to drill under the Presque Isle River to seize minerals from directly beneath Porcupine Mountains
State Park, the largest tract of mixed old growth forest remaining in the Midwest. Copperwood's ore grade is estimated at only
1.5%, meaning that nearly 99% of mined material will be stored as 50+ million tons of heavy-metal laden waste rock on
topography that slopes towards Lake Superior. The data show <https://www.reuters.com/graphics/MINING-
TAILINGS1/0100B4S72K 1/index.html> that more than a third of tailings dams are at high risk of causing catastrophic
damage to nearby communities if they crumble and there are already multlple 1nstances of serious farlures

Highland Copper Inc. inexperiece doesn't bode well on ) this front for in their preparatlons alone nghland Copper has already

been fined <https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDNR/bulletins/1d2b659> for violating permits and degrading
wetlands.

For the good of all Michigan Residents, I urge you to not grant the sum of $50M to a company with zero experience opening
and operating a mine.

The health of Michigan's residents and environment deserves better.

With much respect,

Tzintzun Aguilar-Izzo

emall&utm content—webma11> Vlrus free.www. avg.com <http /[Www.avg. com/email- s1gnature‘7
utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm campaign=sig-email&utm content=webmail>
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From: Tzintzun Aguilar-1zzo

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Don"t approve the $50M Grant to the inexperienced Highland Copper Inc.
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 8:00:39 AM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Committee,

My name is Tzintzun Aguilar-Izzo, and I am writing to you all to recommend that you don't approve the $50M grant for the
Copperwood Mine. The inexperienced Canadian company, Highland Copper Inc.
<https://www.highlandcopper.com/copperwood-project> , shouldn't have the right or the ability to threaten Michigan's air,
land and water, as well as (due to the proposed mine's proximity to Lake Superior) the entire Great Lakes Basin.

Highland Copper Inc. wants to drill under the Presque Isle River to seize minerals from directly beneath Porcupine Mountains
State Park, the largest tract of mixed old growth forest remaining in the Midwest. Copperwood's ore grade is estimated at only
1.5%, meaning that nearly 99% of mined material will be stored as 50+ million tons of heavy-metal laden waste rock on
topography that slopes towards Lake Superior. The data show <https://www.reuters.com/graphics/MINING-
TAILINGS1/0100B4S72K 1/index.html> that more than a third of tailings dams are at high risk of causing catastrophic
damage to nearby communities if they crumble and there are already multlple 1nstances of serious failures.

Highland Copper Inc. inexperiece doesn't bode well on this front, for in their preparations alone, Highland Copper has already

been fined <https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDNR/bulletins/1d2b659> for violating permits and degrading

wetlands.

For the good of all Michigan Residents, I urge you to not grant the sum of $50M to a company with zero experience opening
and operating a mine.

The health of Michigan's residents and environment deserves better.

With much respect,

Tzintzun Aguilar-1zzo
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From: Carly Rusch

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Don"t fund Copperwood
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:52:16 AM

To whom it may concern,

| have lived in Ironwood for nearly a decade now and | can tell you first hand that the area is still recovering from the horrors of the Mining done generations ago. The
area is scarred with the bones of mines. Mysterious sink holes appear in streets where no one was supposed to be digging mine shafts, yet the shafts are there. Small
areas of the city still cave or sink in. Mine lakes and sink areas mar the landscape. Even cursory research into the history of the iron mines of Gogebic County reveals a
steady occurrence of mine related death and accidents. The history of the U.P. is that of extractive exploitation. First the Indigenous people were victims of this Euro-
American enterprise conducted on large scale, but, eventually everyone in the area became victims to the seemingly insatiable lust for the minerals and lumber of the
Upper Peninsula. The soil and water are still contaminated from the mining activities done generations ago.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324084718_Mining_legacy_across_a_wetland_landscape_High_mercury_in_Upper_Peninsula_Michigan_rivers_lakes_and_fish

To think that another mine is the answer to the decades of damage done to the landscape, the water, the soil and the people is absolutely ludicrous. The amount of work
that would be brought to the area is minuscule, if hardly worth mentioning. The danger to our natural resources is far too high to risk such paltry return of investment.
From what | understand, the Copperwood company doesn't even have experience actually running a mine-which is absolutely terrifying and unacceptable.

Furthermore, the weather is too unpredictable now. "Once in a lifetime" storms are a regular occurrence. This is something that we all have to accept and we must plan
accordingly.

To say that this would be a foolish investment is a grave understatement. We must protect Lake Superior and our other natural resources from anymore contamination
from irresponsible mining. Are we really willing to risk the well being of our environment and our people so a handful of people can get rich? This project has the
potential of becoming yet another tragic natural disaster.

From Save The Wild UP:

e Copperwood Mine plans to pull water from Lake Superior for industrial use, destroy streams and wetlands, and radically alter the hydrology of the site.

Mining impacts (airborne pollutants, soils and waters contaminated with heavy metals) will degrade the natural habitat of the Porcupine Mountains, especially the

Presque Isle Scenic Area and the Presque Isle Rustic Campground. Because the Copperwood Mine would be developed adjacent to the west end of the Porkies,
it threatens the park’s wild and scenic values, including dark skies, clean waters, quiet environment, and a diverse ecological habitat supporting old-growth forests
and predators. Several popular waterfalls are located in this area, including Manabezho Falls, Manido Falls and Nawadaha Falls.

Highland Copper talks about developing a MINING DISTRICT in this area, encompassing lands on both ends of the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park,
including the “White Pine North” project at the historic White Pine mine and mill site, 21 miles east of the Copperwood project. The White Pine site could
potentially be used for milling ore and the permanent storage of environmentally hazardous mine waste. The White Pine site includes enormous historic tailings
basins and contaminated brownfields; the tailings basins are so large they can be seen from space. The White Pine project is stalled, due to liability and financing
concerns.

Highland Copper's interest in redeveloping the White Pine Mine site raises legacy contamination concerns. The site included an ore-refining smelter with a 500
tall stack new research shows that mercury em|SS|ons from White Pine Smelter contaminated a wide swath of the Upper Peninsula. See: Kerfoot, W. Charles et
X in Upper Peninsula (Michigan) rivers. lakes, and fish. Full article available. Mercury emissions from
the White Pine Smelter were approximately “640 kg per year” (1411 pounds). New mining activities in this area risk contributing new contamination, on top of
legacy mine contamination.

Source:
https://savethewildup.org/copperwood-mine-facts/

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.
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From: Barb Ostaszewski

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Environmental pollution
Date: Saturday, March 23, 2024 10:03:33 AM

The proposed mining near Lake Superior would cause harm to our pristine waters. It is bad enough that we are still
fighting against Line 5 at Mackinaw. I am glad to have found out about this and although I live down state I travel to
this area often and do not support the mining especially from a company that does not care about the consequences.

Sincerely, Barb Ostaszewski

Sent from my iPad
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FREUDENBURG STUDY:

For rural communities, metal mining far more likely to lead to negative
economic outcomes

Mining the Data: Analyzing the Economic Implications of
Mining for Nonmetropolitan Regions

William R. Freudenburg, University of Wisconsin-Madison and University of
California—Santa Barbara
Lisa J. Wilson, Watershed Research and Training Center

Extractive industries such as logging and mining are generally expected to bring
significant economic benefits to rural regions, but a growing number of findings have now
challenged that common expectation. Still, it is not clear whether the findings of less-than-
desirable economic outcomes are isolated or representative. In this article, we assemble
literally all of the relevant quantitative findings on mining that we have been able to identify
in published and/or technical literature from the United States. In the interest of rigor, we
limit the assessment to cases in which strictly nonmetropolitan mining regions are compared
against other nonmetropolitan regions and/or against those regions’ own experiences over
time. Overall, 301 findings meet the criteria for inclusion. Contrary to the long-established
assumptions, but consistent with more recent critiques, roughly half of all published
findings indicate negative economic outcomes in mining communities, with the remaining
findings being split roughly evenly between favorable and neutral/indeterminate ones.
Positive Tindings are more likely t0 be associated with incomes than with poverty or
(especially) unemployment rates, and they are more likely to come from the western United
States, where much of the mining involves relatively large, new coal strip mines. Over half
of all positive findings come from the years prior to 1982. In virtually all other categories,
the plurality or majority of findings have been negative. When the patterns of findings are
subjected to one-sample means tests, the only way to produce a significantly positive
outcome is by combining all neutral/indeterminate findings with the positive ones, while
focusing exclusively on incomes; by contrast, in the case of poverty or unemployment
rates—as well as for the overall body of findings—the results are consistently and
significantly negative, whether the neutral/indeterminate findings are combined with
negative ones or omitted from the equations altogether. Until or unless future studies
produce dramatically different findings, there appears to be no scientific basis for accepting
the widespread, “obvious” assumption that mining will lead to economic improvement.
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relevant quotes:

e The areas of the United States that have the highest levels of long-term poverty tend to
be those very places that were once the site of thriving extractive industries.

e Mining communities' economic problems tend to become increasingly pronounced over
time, exacerbated by the volatility of commodity prices, the potential for a cost-price
squeeze, and the problem of flickering (i.e. the periodic shutting down of extractive
operations as prices fluctuate above and below the costs of operation).

e The Rural Sociological Society's Task Force on Rural Poverty ultimately identified
resource extraction not as an antidote to poverty, but as a cause or correlate. They
found resource extraction to have a "systematic relationship" with "the impoverishment
of rural people."

concluding sentence:

“To the extent to which past experience is to be our guide,
there is surprisingly little evidence that mining will bring
about economic good times, while there is a good deal of
evidence for expecting just the opposite.”



From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)
Subject: FW: *Opposition to Copperwood Mine*
Date: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 3:41:54 PM

From: M. Kopacz <kopaczma@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 2:33 PM

To: messerg@michigan.org; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; leo-directoroffice @michigan.gov;
leo-comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov;
susanrcorbin@gmail.com; mistatetreasurer@michigan.gov; eubandsr@michigan.gov;
rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson
<dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab
(MEDC) <schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC
ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>

Subject: *Opposition to Copperwood Mine*

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund board members and to whom it may concern,

| am writing to express my extreme opposition to the S50 million grant you are considering giving to
the Copperwood Mine project and to encourage you NOT to grant them this money and this
endorsement.

Some crucial things | would like for you to consider are the following:

1. To start, are you aware of the petition that, as of this moment, has 11,606 signatures? The

message is out there and people feel very passionately about our state lands and waters. We want
to protect what is left. 11,000 is more than the populations of the closest three towns to this
planned mine -- the social acceptance or license for this project is FAR from universal.

2. This area is also not the "middle of nowhere". This area is one of the most visited and treasured
by outdoor recreationists, nature lovers and enthusiasts -- it is a KEY and CHERISHED destination
for Michiganders, and not only! People come from all over to visit this gorgeous area! You have the
trifecta of popular nature sites -- the North Country Trail, the Porcupine Mountains, AND Lake
Superior. Michiganders are nature-loving people at the core and it certainly shows when outdoor
recreation, annually, contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's economy! Mining, on the other
hand, around $1 billion... Operating a mine would destroy this area -- it would epically disrupt this
thriving outdoor recreation area with noise and light pollution, subterranean blasting, heavy
industrial traffic, and it would be the CLOSEST sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history (these
mines ALWAYS contaminate waters and the tailing dams are NOT invincible). | cannot say this

enough, this area is NOT in "the middle of nowhere."
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3. And how can all this destruction be worth it when copper is NOT a critical mineral? There is no
urgent need for this mineral -- copper is not scarce. It is 100% recyclable, and a majority of it
still remains in the ground for this reason. In fact, the United States exports nearly ten
times as much copper as it imports and is the #1 exporter of scrap copper in the
world. And so it's understandable why, despite extreme pressure from the industry, copper

was just recently denied an upgrade of status to "critical mineral” by the U.S.
Geological Society.

Copper is useful, of course, with a wide array of uses and applications in

semiconductor technology. But the extraction of copper endangers other
resources which are far scarcer and of far greater value.

Finally, a quote from the Detroit News article -- "Throughout its life, the
Copperwood Mine would produce enough copper to supply 3,500 electric
vehicle batteries." ... Really? Is that it?? Are 3,500 electric vehicle batteries worth
endangering Lake Superior, the largest freshwater body of water on Earth? Is it worth
taking away our right as Michiganders... Americans... human beings... to enjoy the
peace of the remaining bits of our natural lands and waters?

3,500 electric vehicle batteries isn't even enough for the population of
Ironwood.

There is so much more that can be said, but I'll finish there. | appreciate you taking
the time to read this and to consider those points. I, respectfully, urge you NOT to
grant the Copperwood project this $50 million.

Sincerely,
Maggie Kopacz
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)
Subject: FW: Alger County Michigan resident—please do not support the Copperwood development
Date: Monday, February 12, 2024 8:40:57 AM

From: Ariana Maki <ariana.maki@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, February 11, 2024 4:10 AM

To: Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerg@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson
<dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab
(MEDC) <schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC
ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>

Subject: Alger County Michigan resident—please do not support the Copperwood development

Dear Members of the Michigan Strategic Fund Board and Affiliates,

| am a fifth-generation resident of Alger County, and am writing to urge the Board to
reject outright a $50 million grant to the Copperwood project, and to not fund the project
in any capacity.

The proposed site is in the center of some of the state's most important natural
resources: the Porcupine Mountains, Lake Superior, and the North Country Trail.
Combined, these locations fuel our local economies through tourist dollars. Statewide,
outdoor recreation generates $10 billion for Michigan annually; mining contributes
1/10th of that. Tourists will not want to visit areas adjacent to an open mine, subjecting
themselves to the associated noise and light pollution, not to mention the heavy
industrial traffic. Local residents would be forced to bear the same conditions and the
same effects, many of whom would in turn experience negative impacts on their
tourism-facing small businesses.

Further, there has never been a copper sulfide mine that hasn't leached or
contaminated the environment. Copperwood's proposed site is adjacent to Lake
Superior, which holds 10% of the world's fresh water. Is this truly the best place to
situate a mine that is guaranteed to adversely affect the environment?
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Copperis not currently considered a critical mineral, and the projected *lifetime* output
of the Copperwood mine would produce just 3,500 electric vehicle batteries. Paltry, to
say the least. Is that really worth the potential costs?

| appreciate your time in reading this email, and urge you to take its points to heart.
Please don't risk our homes, communities, businesses, and environment. Surely an
alternate site can be identified within our great state that isn't adjacent to critical natural
resources.

Sincerely,
Ariana



From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Community opposition to Copperwood Mine project
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 8:46:44 AM

#4

----- Original Message-----

From: Melissa Arrowsmith <melissa.arrowsmith1@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2024 2:47 PM
Subject: Community opposition to Copperwood Mine project

I am aware that you are currently considering a $50 million grant for the Copperwood project. As a resident of
Michigan’s pristine Upper Peninsula, I am just one of many community members who are opposed and appalled that
this would even be under consideration. As the “Michigan Strategic Fund”, you must think strategically about our
future. Therefore, I urge you to prioritize the safety and health of our communities, and protect the precious natural
areas and freshwater resources that surround us in the U.P. The mine would sit at the juncture of the Porcupine
Mountains, the North Country Trail, and Lake Superior: one of the most spectacular outdoor recreation areas in the
country. Is it really worth endangering the largest freshwater lake on Earth, as well as the right of humans to enjoy a
moment of peace in one of the last pristine regions of the Midwest, all for the sake of a mere 3,500 EV batteries?
There has never been a metallic sulfide mine which did not contaminate water. Why would we put Michigan’s
freshwater - our biggest asset - in danger? This project is a step in the wrong direction, and to continue with it shows
we have not learned from our past mistakes.

To summarize, as a resident of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, I am strongly opposed to the Copperwood project and
do not think it should receive a single cent of public grant money. Let us instead use that pool of grant money
toward a purpose that is actually a priority for Michiganders and the future of our beautiful state.

Thank you very much for considering my comment.
Sincerely,

Melissa Arrowsmith
Marquette, Michigan resident
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)
Subject: FW: Copperwood Mine Project
Date: Monday, February 5, 2024 8:48:57 AM

From: Nancy Uschold <nuschold@proton.me>

Sent: Saturday, February 3, 2024 4:20 PM

To: britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov; LEO-
Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov;
susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov;
rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com;
dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab
(MEDC) <schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC
ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>; Quentin Messer (MEDC)
<messerg@michigan.org>

Subject: Copperwood Mine Project

To the Michigan Economics Development Corporation:

| understand you are considering a $50 million grant to the Copperwood Mine. As
a resident of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and an avid lover of the outdoors | urge
against this move. | am opposed to the Copperwood Mine, and thus any
investment in it for the following reasons. Did you know:

1. It's location is in the middle of an outdoor recreation mecca — bordering (literally) the North
Country Trail (NCT) and the Porcupine Mountains State Park (the Porkies).

2. The NCT (recently receiving National Park Unit Status — which will expand the resources
and reach this gem provides.

3. The entrance to the Porkies will be a 15 second drive from the mine. It is that close.

4. The Porkies is the largest Michigan State Park and popular with visitors from Ml and
beyond. It has the largest old growth forest in the midwest. And the plan is to extract
minerals from DIRECTLY UNDER the park!

5. Already hundreds of acres of secondary forest have been clear cut — and the mine isn’t
even approved! This creates an increased risk of forest fires.

6. Economically speaking, outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's
economy annually; mining, around $1 billion. | suggest a $50 million for tourism is a
better return on investment and will not have the limited life of a mine. If, instead, an
operating mine is in this location the thriving outdoor recreation area will be filled with
noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial traffic. A
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lose lose for hunting, fishing and other outdoor recreation.

7. Copper Sulfide mines (which Copperwood would be) ALWAYS contaminate with acid
mine drainage and tailings dams have a high failure rate.

8. The mine is very close to Lake Superior and tributaries. Does contaminating the
source of 10% of the WORLD’s freshwater make economic sense?

9. The mine will draw water from Lake Superior (already warming at an alarming rate)
and impact the hydrology of the entire area.

10. The rock in question has a teeny bit of copper and the vast majority of the mining
project is WASTE. Since copper is recyclable, | wonder is a landfill would yield a
greater percent of copper to “mine” — and at least the rest is already waste!

11. Copper is not considered a critical mineral. It is recyclable and the US is a new
EXPORTER of copper.

12. The Copperwood Mine will produce enough copper for 3500 Electric vehicles. That is
a staggeringly small return on a $50 million dollar investment.

13. More than 11,000 people have signed a petition in opposing the mine.

Please join us in protecting Pure Michigan Woods and Water!
Sincerely,

Nancy Uschold

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: DO NOT SUPPORT Copperwood and consider Buffalo Reef
Date: Monday, February 12, 2024 8:48:18 AM

----- Original Message-----

From: Andrew kemp <inkinbloom@yahoo.com>

Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2024 9:38 AM

To: Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerq@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com,;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius
Hutcherson <dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com;
cindylwarnerl @gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC) <schwabv(@michigan.org>;
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants
<ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>

Subject: DO NOT SUPPORT Copperwood and consider Buffalo Reef

Greetings Michiganders,

I do hope that you are all Michiganders and respect our natural resources as our greatest asset. We must protect our
forests and fresh water from plunder.

Please be aware as you consider the notion of financially supporting further destruction of our beautiful forests and
shoreline with the proposed Copperwood mine, a company with no track record for handling such a massive project,
that we are right now trying to figure out how to clean up messes left by previous mining operations.

I speak of the Buffalo Reef disaster. In case you are not aware of this ongoing disaster I will include a link to some
information that should weigh heavily in your decision. Over 2000 acres of stamping sands have decimated the
shoreline and are migrating into Lake Superior. The state is considering a 2 billion dollar clean up and the company
is, of course, long gone. We ask ourselves how it is possible that we find ourselves in this situation. The answer lies
in decisions like the one that you are poised to make about this future and current natural disaster we call
Copperwood. Please be informed as you consider what you are doing to our great state.

Task force seeks input on cleanup of mining waste that threatens Lake Superior's Buffalo Reef
<https://w: troitn m/story/news/local/michigan/2024/02/04/buffalo-reef-task-force-lake- rior-reef-

mining-waste-cleanup/72439930007/>

<https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2024/02/04/buffalo-reef-task-force-lake-superior-reef-
mining-waste-cleanup/72439930007/>

Task force seeks input on cleanup of mining waste that threatens Lake Su...

Estimated at more than $2B, state, federal and tribal groups look at options for cleaning up stamp sands that th...

Thank you for your time,
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Birch Kemp



From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: DO NOT Support Copperwood Mine
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024 12:32:09 PM
FYl,

Karen

From: Arboretum Detroit <treetroit@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2024 10:38 AM

To: Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerg@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson
<dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab
(MEDC) <schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC
ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>

Subject: DO NOT Support Copperwood Mine

Michigan Strategic Fund board members,

Please do not offer support in any way for the Copperwood mine project that is destroying
wilderness and threatening Lake Superior at the edges of Michigan's most beautiful and popular
recreation area: Porcupine Mountains State Park. It is incomprehensible that this plunder and
destruction of our natural resources would be permitted let alone funded. Please understand the
significance of the old growth forests and fresh water that you are threatening before you make
your decision. Of course if you have been to Lake Superior or the Porcupine Mountains you would
never consider offering support for mining so close to this forest and shoreline. Please visit
immediately and recognize the grandeur that you would be trading away for the profits of a
Canadian mining company with no track record, no safety record, not even the funds to make this
massive destruction happen. OMG. | am really trying to understand how we can live in a world
where this is possible.

| urge you to vote NO on any support of this mining project. | have been there and seen first hand
the destruction that has already wiped out forest and wetlands. Think about the cost to Michigan's
recreation if not the cost to the environment. If you are truly a Michigander you would never
consider supporting such a project, only how to fight it.

Sincerely and respectfully,

Birch
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Don"t approve the $50M Grant to the inexperienced Highland Copper Inc.
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 3:28:58 PM

----- Original Message-----

From: Tzintzun Aguilar-1zzo <tzintzunaguilar@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 8:00 AM

To: MEDC MSF Comments <msfcomments@michigan.org>

Subject: Don't approve the $50M Grant to the inexperienced Highland Copper Inc.

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Committee,

My name is Tzintzun Aguilar-Izzo, and I am writing to you all to recommend that you don't approve the $50M grant for the
Copperwood Mine. The inexperienced Canadian company, Highland Copper Inc.
<https://www.highlandcopper.com/copperwood-project> , shouldn't have the right or the ability to threaten Michigan's air,
land and water, as well as (due to the proposed mine's proximity to Lake Superior) the entire Great Lakes Basin.

Highland Copper Inc. wants to drill under the Presque Isle River to seize minerals from directly beneath Porcupine Mountains
State Park, the largest tract of mixed old growth forest remaining in the Midwest. Copperwood's ore grade is estimated at only
1.5%, meaning that nearly 99% of mined material will be stored as 50+ million tons of heavy-metal laden waste rock on
topography that slopes towards Lake Superior. The data show <https://www.reuters.com/graphics/MINING-
TAILINGS1/0100B4S72K 1/index.html> that more than a third of tailings dams are at high risk of causing catastrophic
damage to nearby communities if they crumble and there are already multlple 1nstances of serious fallures

Highland Copper Inc. inexperiece doesn't bode well on this front, for in their preparations alone, Highland Copper has already

been fined <https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDNR/bulletins/1d2b659> for violating permits and degrading
wetlands.

For the good of all Michigan Residents, I urge you to not grant the sum of $50M to a company with zero experience opening
and operating a mine.

The health of Michigan's residents and environment deserves better.

With much respect,

Tzintzun Aguilar-Izzo

emall&utm content—webma11> Vlrus free.www. avg.com <http /[WWW.avg. com/email- signature?
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)
Subject: FW: Don"t fund Copperwood project
Date: Monday, February 5, 2024 11:30:31 AM

From: Anne Steinberg <asteinberg@wi.rr.com>

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 10:57 AM

To: MEDC MSF Comments <msfcomments@michigan.org>
Subject: Don't fund Copperwood project

| strongly urge you to not fund the Copperwood mining project.

Over the years I've spent many wonderful days hiking and camping in the Porcupine Mountains
Wilderness. The old growth forest, rushing streams and Lake Superior are amazing places that bring
thousands of people to the area each year. In addition, Lake Superior’s waters are an invaluable
planetary resource of fresh water.

This is about the worst place | can imagine for a sulfide mine. Copper sulfide mines have always
contaminated and there are no guarantees that tailing dams will protect Lake Superior.

Future generations will thank you.

Anne Steinberg
2934 N. Prospect Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53211
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: MEDC Financing Mining?

Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 7:53:59 PM
#6

From: eric rempala <eroutdoors@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 11:25 AM

To: eric rempala <eroutdoors@hotmail.com>

Cc: Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerg@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com;
dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com;
sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com;
cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC)
<schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC
ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>

Subject: MEDC Financing Mining?

Michigan Strategic Fund Board,

| am sharing my comments below to the MEDC with your board, hoping for a more sustainable
future for the Eastern U.P.

| am a Nothern Wisconsin resident and frequent visitor of the Porcupine Mountain's. Visits
which include stops in Ironwood, Bessemer, and Black River Harbor. | stand with the Protect
the Porkies group in opposing Metallic Sulfide Mining along Porcupine Mountain State Park on
the shores of Lake Superior.

As a member of a local environmental group in Wisconsin, | have extensive knowledge of
what this type of mining brings to a community. | find it appalling that an institution such
MEDC which has apparently failed the UP in bringing in sustainable non-extraction jobs, is now
considering financing the polluting boom and eventual BUST cycle that has devastated this
area economically for years.

| hope your organization find's a more intelligent way of supporting this community with
sustainable economic development.

Thank you
Eric Rempala
Irma W1 54442
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: MSF and Copperwood

Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 7:53:20 PM
#3

From: Nichole Keway Biber <nicholebiber@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 2:33 PM

To: Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerg@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson
<dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab
(MEDC) <schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC
ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@ michigan.org>

Subject: MSF and Copperwood

| strongly urge that the Michigan Strategic Fund should NOT be funding the environmentally
irresponsible, and likely devastating, Copperwood project. Mining this area would be a tragic blot on
a beautiful place of intact ecology that draws many people to enjoy the peace and comfort of the
natural world. To scar the land with a large scale industrial project so near the juncture of Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness, the North Country Trail, and Lake Superior is almost farcical in the short-
sighted negligence such a project would represent. The burgeoning "renewables" market is on the
verge of being co-opted as another Gold Rush for the extractive economics that have brought us all
to the brink of ecological collapse, per the willingness to sacrifice natural places for the sake of
limited short-term profit. Enough is enough! How about Michigan strategizing for a livable future of
clean water and rebounded biodiversity? Responsible stewardship of lands, water, people, and
places can only come to fruition if we rightly value and preserve the few natural areas remaining.
Reject funding and greenlighting the treacherous Copperwood mining project - it is unnecessary and
a betrayal of our collective responsibilities to Posterity.

Sincerely,

Dr. Nichole Keway Biber
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa, tribal citizen
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: NO NO NO to public grants and money to Copperwood Mine
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 7:54:20 PM

#7

From: Dena Haskins <kdejaehaskins@att.net>

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 10:29 AM

To: Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerg@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com;
dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com;
sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com;
cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC)
<schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC
ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@ michigan.org>

Subject: NO NO NO to public grants and money to Copperwood Mine

Please do not approve the grant, our water is priceless! The upper peninsula is priceless.

Please do NOT approve this!
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Please do NOT fund Copperwood
Date: Monday, February 12, 2024 8:48:27 AM
----- Original Message-----

From: Kinga Osz-Kemp <kingaokemp@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2024 9:30 AM

To: MEDC MSF Comments <msfcomments@michigan.org>; Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerq@michigan.org>;
LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC) <davenportn3@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-
caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius
Hutcherson <dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com;
cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC) <schwabv(@michigan.org>;
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants
<ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>; sharpstik@aol.com

Subject: Please do NOT fund Copperwood

To the Board of the Michigan Strategic Fund,

I am a concerned Michigan resident,
asking you to consider the Copperwood mine.

This mine is NOT contributing to climate solutions. It is a green washed attempt at meager profits at the cost of
endangering and compromising a thriving rare and priceless ecosystem that is closely connected to our drinking
water, our fresh air and sanity.

Surely there are better ways to make profit, other than creating ecological disaster to unearth toxic sulfate laden rock
that contains 1% copper!
Back in the day these mines turned up 99% copper, and copper is recyclable!!!

Right now there is a $2 billion effort by the Buffalo Reef Taskforce to clean up 2200 acres on Lake Superior as a
result of mining. And where is the mining company and everyone who allowed this terrible pollution to happen? Are

they on to the next project that threatens and destroys our wilderness?

There is a wealth of information on numbers and facts about this operation that's available to the public, so
Mlchigan's people are watching.

I am asking you NOT to support this mine.

Sincerely,
Kinga Osz-Kemp
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From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)
Subject: FW: Please oppose the Copperwood Mine
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 8:46:02 AM

Hi Natalie - this is 1 of 4 from the inbox this morning.

Karen

From: Tiffany Rune Cuthrell <tiffedumonde@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2024 9:15 PM

To: MEDC MSF Comments <msfcomments@michigan.org>

Cc: ron@euclidindustries.com; ronbeebe49@aol.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerq@michigan.org>;
LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC) <davenportn3@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-
caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius
Hutcherson <dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com;
cindylwarner1@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC) <schwabv(@michigan.org>;
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants
<ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>; gretchen.whitmer@michigan.gov

Subject: Please oppose the Copperwood Mine

Dear Board Members and friends,

I am wholeheartedly urging you to please not support the grant for Copperwood Mine. I am a resident of the upper
peninsula and am worried about this possibility.

The mine would be a significant light, noise and chemical polluter that would be a severe detriment to the peaceful
life of the UP, as well as to the thriving tourism that contributes billions to our state economy annually. By contrast,
only 25% of mines lead to long-term economic benefit.

Folks here in the upper peninsula literally live and die by the local tourism industry. Travelers come from around the
world to gaze at the stars, hike pristine trails and see our breathtaking Great Lakes.

Instead, travelers and residents would be shaken from their moments of peace by subterranean blasts, industrial
traffic, other noise and light pollution. The beautiful night sky would be overcome.

Michigan cannot afford to jeopardize this for a dangerous and short-term project for a non-critical material.

Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior that has ever existed. The lake shared between the
US and Canada needs to be protected, not polluted.
Our Great Lakes and delicate ecosystems need to be guarded from development like this.

Please understand that 11,000 people have already signed a petition against this grant moving forward. Michigan
residents do not want Highland Copper (a foreign company) ravaging these beautiful lakes and lands in the name of
profit.

Additionally, the copper would be transported to Canada for processing, which would mean a large chunk of the
highest paying jobs would go to workers outside of Michigan, and outside of the US.

I am urging you to please not allow Copperwood Mine to move forward.
Thank you for making the right decision for Michigan residents, travelers and our beautiful planet as a whole.

Thank you for your time.
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All the very best,

Rune Cuthrell
Manistique, Michigan



From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Public Comment on Investment in the Highland Copperwood Mine
Date: Monday, February 5, 2024 8:48:00 AM

----- Original Message-----

From: Sophie Owen <smowen@mtu.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 4, 2024 1:58 PM
Subject: Public Comment on Investment in the Highland Copperwood Mine

Hello,

I am writing a public comment on the potential for the MSF to award a $50 million grant to the Highland
Copperwood Mine project in the western Upper Peninsula. I am strongly opposed to this potential grant and believe
that it is not a sound investment for Michigan.

First a bit of background about myself. I have lived in Houghton, MI for the past 5 years and have spent a majority
of my life making trips to the Porcupine Mountains and UP to enjoy snowmobiling, hiking, camping, and many
other recreational activities. Mining has been an important part of UP's economic history, but has left many
communities reeling and in financial instability from the boom/bust nature of the work. The Copperwood mine is a
short term project that does not provide any long benefits to the local community. What efforts is Highland Copper
making to enrich the local communities, besides making vague promises of infrastructure development? There are
multiple studies indicating that an exceedingly small fraction of mines will ever lead to meaningful economic
revitalization. The study, "Mining the Data: Analyzing the Economic Implications of Mining for Nonmetropolitan
Regions", specifically found that only 25% of mines lead to long-term economic benefit for communities, with half
of those coming from before 1982, and most of those being new coal strip mines out West. Don't the citizens of
Michigan and Gogebic County deserve a more sound investment in their long term well-being? Michigan taxpayer
money (mine included) could be better served on revitalizing local hospitals, schools, and outdoor recreational areas
like the Porkies and the North Country Trail.

In addition to the limited economic benefits, there is strong public disapproval of this project. Over 11,000 people
have signed a petition calling to stop the Copperwood Mine. Michigan has a legacy of strong connection to the
outdoors and it is one of the most unique and defining characteristics of our state. Our great lakes are a spectacular
natural wonder and are unlike anything found elsewhere in the world. Lake Superior is the largest freshwater lake in
the world by surface area spanning nearly 32,000 square miles! Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to
Lake Superior in history. Copper sulfide mines always contaminate <https://earthworks.org/issues/copper-sulfide-
mining/> and tailings dams are far from invincible <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRsKgl. aVMXw> . Is this
something that the MSF would like to invest in - a project that comes with the potential to pollute the largest
freshwater lake in the world?

Lastly, HC's market cap is only $43 million — well short of the $390 million in startup capital required — MSF
would be investing in a company that likely will be taken over by a larger partner at some point before the mine is
up and running. This grant would be more than what they own in stock! The CEO of Highland Copper has also
recently stepped down, indicating instability within the inner workings of the company.

Residents of Michigan are known for their grit, tenacity, and innovation in times of uncertainty. I urge you, as a
member of the MSF and Michigander, to consider the above arguments when reviewing this grant proposal. Please
do not approve a $50 million grant to Highland Copper for this Copperwood Mine. I thank you for your time and
appreciate your consideration and commitment to representing the desires of the citizens of Michigan.
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Sincerely,

Sophia Owen



From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Say NO to proposed $50 M grant for the Copperwood Project
Date: Friday, February 16, 2024 11:46:55 AM

----- Original Message-----

From: Carrie Plummer <carrieplummer@ymail.com>

Sent: Friday, February 16, 2024 10:41 AM

To: MEDC MSF Comments <msfcomments@michigan.org>; Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerq@michigan.org>;
LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC) <davenportn3@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-
caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com,;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com,;
dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com; dan@ftrilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com;
cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC) <schwabv(@michigan.org>;
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants
<ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>; sharpstik@aol.com; dhutcherson@mbal995.hbs.edu;
dimitrius.hutcherson@att.net; dmhutchl@aol.com; dmhutch@aol.com; Amiee Evans (MEDC)
<evansa3@michigan.org>

Cc: Carrie Plummer <carrieplummer@ymail.com>

Subject: re: Say NO to proposed $50 M grant for the Copperwood Project

Dear The Michigan Strategic Fund Board Members Et al,

The Michigan Strategic Fund is currently considering a $50 million grant for the Copperwood project. 1 vehemently
oppose this grant. We must protect the Porcupine Mountains that, according to a recent study conducted by Travel
Lens (a travel website), has been recognized as the “most beautiful state park in the nation." Copper mining should
not be allowed in this pristine area, let alone the state of Michigan gifting a $50 million grant to the mining
company, Highland Copper. Ecotourism has also proven to be a major economic driver in this area. There is no
financial need for mining in this area. We need to protect the Porkies from environmental degradation and
destruction, which will also have a long-term negative impact for decades to come. It makes no sense to do this. It
would be a reckless decision to make. Please say NO to this proposed grant money. The Porcupine Mountains is the
epitome of Pure Michigan and we must protect this sacred place from copper mining, which will destroy the land,
pollute our sky, earth, and water, along with the immense amount of noise pollution that comes with mining. People
come to the Porcupine Mountains to experience peace, environmental purity, biodiversity, and a beautiful night sky-
not a reckless war against nature. Such a place exemplifies freedom, tranquility, and sacredness. No place for
mining. Please say NO to this proposed grant money.

Thank you for yout time,
Carrie Plummer

Michigan Resident
906-869-8193


mailto:ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org
mailto:davenportn3@michigan.org

From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Urgent Opposition to Grant Allocation for Highland Copper"s Copperwood Development: Environmental and
Community Concerns

Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 2:47:25 PM

Please see below.

From: Kirk Kershaw <kershaw8706@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2024 2:12 PM

To: Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerg@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson
<dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; beringea@beringea.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com;
randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC) <schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov;
erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>
Subject: Urgent Opposition to Grant Allocation for Highland Copper's Copperwood Development:
Environmental and Community Concerns

Dear Members of the Michigan Strategic Fund Committee,

| am writing to you today on behalf of the thousands of concerned citizens who oppose the proposed
Copperwood development project, spearheaded by Highland Copper. It has come to my attention that
there is a possibility of allocating funds or grants to support this endeavor, and | must express our strong
opposition to such a decision.

First and foremost, | want to bring to your attention the overwhelming opposition to Copperwood's
development. A petition (

https://us01.z.antigena.com/I/9Upfl clqg3660BVas7Hpgjbxhct56yBlJe61VZfuAOo1uTZZNSse7Byd84wS
Wm-zraOh2Nx7Jg0RMyIIFSN48V62-VuNM3eUlwziWVAGSJEKBIOrYNIVSPDDXHmMMz8-

JJ6TH1CoVFIhBFOt9kyYRdhL4xcT~INngp49hV1CXNXB-kMTpkXmO2cD8ofK ) opposing
Copperwood's development has garnered over 11,000 signatures, a number that surpasses the
combined populations of the closest three towns to the mine: Wakefield, Bessemer, and Ironwood. This
clearly indicates that the social license for this project is far from universal.

Moreover, | must emphasize that the juncture of Porcupine Mountains Wilderness, the North Country
Trail, and Lake Superior is one of the most spectacular outdoor recreation areas in the country. This
area is not "the middle of nowhere" as some might perceive it. Outdoor recreation contributes over $10
billion to Michigan's economy annually, far surpassing the economic contribution of mining, which stands
at around $1 billion. The operation of a mine in this area would disrupt the thriving outdoor recreation
industry with noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial traffic.
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Furthermore, Highland Copper's track record raises serious environmental concerns. Their operations
have contributed significantly to air pollution levels, water contamination, and soil degradation, as
evidenced by recent pollution statistics. Allocating funds or grants to Highland Copper would not only
condone their harmful practices but also undermine the efforts of those striving for a cleaner, healthier
Michigan.

Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history. As history has shown, copper
sulfide mines always contaminate, and tailings dams are far from invincible. The potential environmental
impact on Lake Superior, the largest freshwater lake on Earth, cannot be understated.

It is crucial to correct any misconceptions about the urgency of funding this project. Contrary to claims,
copper is not a critical mineral, and there is no urgent need to fund this project.

Lastly, | must address the assertion that the Copperwood Mine would produce enough copper to supply
3,500 electric vehicle batteries. Is it truly worth endangering the largest freshwater lake on Earth and
infringing upon the right of humans to enjoy a moment of peace in one of the last pristine regions of the
Midwest for the sake of a mere 3,500 EV batteries? This is an unacceptable trade-off, especially
considering it's not even enough for a small town like Ironwood.

In conclusion, | urge you to carefully consider the concerns raised by the community and the significant
environmental and economic implications of supporting Highland Copper's Copperwood development
project. Let us prioritize the preservation of our natural resources and the well-being of our citizens over
short-term gains.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter.

Sincerely,

Kirk Sharrow - Concerned Michigan Resident

616 498-5952



From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Urgent Opposition to Grant Allocation
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 2:47:56 PM
----- Original Message-----

From: Corbin Bartsch <corbin@cbarts.net>
Sent: Friday, February 2, 2024 2:03 PM
Subject: Urgent Opposition to Grant Allocation

Dear Members of the Michigan Strategic Fund Committee,

I am writing to you today on behalf of the thousands of concerned citizens who oppose the proposed Copperwood
development project, spearheaded by Highland Copper. It has come to my attention that there is a possibility of
allocating funds or grants to support this endeavor, and I must express my strong opposition to such a decision.

I want to bring to your attention the overwhelming opposition to Copperwood's development. A petition opposing
Copperwood's development has garnered over 11,000 signatures, a number that surpasses the combined populations
of the closest three towns to the mine: Wakefield, Bessemer, and Ironwood. This clearly indicates that the social
license for this project is far from universal.

I must emphasize that the juncture of Porcupine Mountains Wilderness, the North Country Trail, and Lake Superior
is one of the most spectacular outdoor recreation areas in the country. This area is not "the middle of nowhere" as
some might perceive it. Outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's economy annually, far
surpassing the economic contribution of mining, which stands at around $1 billion. The operation of a mine in this
area would disrupt the thriving outdoor recreation industry with noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean
blasting, and heavy industrial traffic.

Furthermore, Highland Copper's track record raises serious environmental concerns. Their operations have
contributed significantly to air pollution levels, water contamination, and soil degradation, as evidenced by recent
pollution statistics. Allocating funds or grants to Highland Copper would not only condone their harmful practices
but also undermine the efforts of those striving for a cleaner, healthier Michigan.

Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history. Copper sulfide mines always
contaminate, and tailings dams are far from invincible. The potential environmental impact on Lake Superior, the
largest freshwater lake on Earth, cannot be understated.

In conclusion, I urge you to carefully consider the concerns raised by the community and the significant

environmental and economic implications of supporting the Copperwood development project. Let us prioritize the
preservation of our natural resources and the well-being of our citizens over short-term gains.

Thank you, as members of the public government, for your attention to this critical matter.

Sincerely,

Corbin Bartsch
corbin@cbarts.net

+1 616-262-4546


mailto:ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org
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Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Sent: Friday, February 16, 2024 10:34 AM
To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)
Subject: FW: Copperwood Mine Project

From: Geri Hawley <glhawleyl@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2024 3:47 PM

To: Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerqg@michigan.org>; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov;
susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson <dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>;
dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; beringea@beringea.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com;
sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC) <schwabv@michigan.org>; wilforde@michigan.gov;
erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>

Subject: Copperwood Mine Project

Dear Sirs,

| am writing this letter in opposition to the proposed Copperwood Mine project And the $50M grant
money that Copperwood is requesting from the state Of Michigan.

Are you aware that a petition has been signed by over 11,000 people who oppose the project? "Social
License" for this project is FAR from universal!

Also, are you aware that outdoor recreation in this area contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's
economy whereas mining would contribute only $1billion. An operating mine would disrupt the outdoor
rec business with noise and light pollution from blasting, and heavy industrial traffic. Worse yet,
Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history. Copper sulfide mines
ALWAYS POLLUTE and tailings dams are far from invincible!! Copper IS NOT a critical mineral so there is
no need to provide urgent funds for this mine.

"Throughout its life, the Copperwood Mine would produce enough copper to supply 3,500 electric vehicle
batteries" — I'm sorry, but... are you serious? Is it really worth endangering the largest freshwater lake on
Earth, as well as the right of humans to enjoy a moment of peace in one of the last pristine regions of the
Midwest, all for the sake of a mere 3,500 EV batteries? That's not even enough for a small town like
Ironwood!

PLEASE reconsider any thoughts of support that you had for this project. MANY of the residents of this
area are NOT in favor of it!!

With deepest concerns,
Geri Hawley



Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

From: MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 8:49 AM
To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: FW: Protect The Porkies

Good morning Natalie - please see below.

Karen

From: Jessica Singleton <singlljm@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 8:00 PM

Cc: wilforde@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC) <schwabv@michigan.org>; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC
ContractsAndGrants <ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org>; wieferichb@michigan.gov; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; crothstein@gmail.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com; eubanksr@michigan.gov; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; britanyaffolter-
caine@urcmich.org; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com;
MiStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; LEO-Comms@ michigan.gov;
wes@muskegoncc.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC) <messerg@michigan.org>; MEDC MSF Comments
<msfcomments@michigan.org>; LockwoodA@michigan.gov

Subject: Protect The Porkies

Hello, I'm writing on behalf of the spectacular Porcupine Mountains and ask you to assist in keeping that area and all
areas around the Porkies free from mining. As an avid hiker, naturalist, and educator it truly breaks my heart that the fate
of the Porkies are in jeopardy. Below I'm sharing a piece of information from the petition that | found interesting about
the economic impact of outdoor recreation on our state. | can only imagine how much the Porkies contribute to that
wonderful amount.

"Outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's economy annually; mining, around $1 billion. An
operating mine would disrupt this thriving outdoor recreation area with noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean
blasting, and heavy industrial traffic."

Thank you for your time.

Jessica Singleton
Nature Loving Yooper



From: Steve

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Fwd: $50 million grant request by Highland Copper Inc.
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 10:03:41 AM

Good morning,

I submitted these comments on February 12 to the four Michigan Strategic Fund Board members listed below, but
just became aware of the full board email address this morning, and wanted to make sure everyone got them. Sorry
for the cross-postings, and thank you for your consideration.

Steven C. Garske

PO Box 4

N9588 Hwy M-64
Marenisco, MI 49947-0004

-------- Forwarded Message --------

Subject: $50 million grant request by Highland Copper Inc.

Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2024 19:45:11 -0600

From: Steve <asimina@alphacomm.net> <mailto:asimina@alphacomm.net>

To: dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com <mailto:dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com> , tmeyering@gmail.com
<mailto:tmeyering@gmail.com> , crothstein@beringea.com <mailto:crothstein@beringea.com> ,
crothstein@gmail.com <mailto:crothstein@gmail.com> , info@thechemicogroup.com
<mailto:info@thechemicogroup.com> , Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com
<mailto:Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com> , dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com
<mailto:dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com> , dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com
<mailto:dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com>

Greetings,

I am submitting these comments regarding the $50 million grant the Michigan Strategic Fund Board is considering
for Highland Copper Inc., based in Longueuil, Québec. I appreciate this opportunity to provide input into this
process, and hope you will DENY Highland's request.

Steven C. Garske
PO Box 4
Marenisco, MI 49947-0004
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From: Richard Sloat

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Fwd: Highland Copper Proposed Grant
Date: Thursday, February 22, 2024 3:57:29 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

February 21, 2024
Greetings Michigan Strategic Fund Board Members:
I understand Highland Copper requested a $50 million Strategic Readiness Program grant.

Granting this request would not be a strategic investment for the State of Michigan or Ontonagon
County.

Ms. Schwab stated in a Detroit News article:

The Copperwood Mine would employ approximately 380 people at annual wages
between $80,000 and $120,000, said Vicki Schwab, managing director of MEDC's
Upper Peninsula region. That's a huge increase over the median household income of
$38,000, she said, and would "transform" an area that is suffering from job losses,
dwindling population, aging communities and low school enrollment

Ms. Schwab makes some of these claims with no data to back her words. Below is a link to
information that will debunk statements made by Ms. Schwab and the mining industry of the benefits
to a community.

I can imagine all of you are very busy but I would encourage you to activate this link
https://us01.z.antigena.com/I/obzBIIOIZpBfnWVkdXkjl9s4W_rwBeRulbnltXmowzamFwVTm~yNuo-
gi5F8buCABgS33WdfTjiOyTiS-HIEQfAnJugWiKUMS5VSBegpjihju7vEYmUEIT5UJ-
rfWSJ7RLm4L5qrPPud9reYqZWj~OMjUyUQIxBrzw5UevByMeZ9BxKpnr)RXPU-
22wVI8BIdIDINZKif*IIsp)2bNutHdF3kM8lea8-3-i0yrNyER53UZezi1gDEXT340CaciQasfhV.  and review the

graphs and tables. There are 7 graphs, 7 tables and one figure in the 38 pages. All information

compiled is a result the exhaustive work authoring The Buzzards Have Landed! —

The Real Story of the Flambeau Mine, Roscoe Churchill and Laura (Furtman) Gauger, Deer Tail Press, 2007.
Reading the entirety will give a person a better understanding though.

According to the latest figures from the United States Census Bureau, 18.2% of people 18 years and
younger live in poverty in Ontonagon County. After reviewing the above link information, it seems
almost inevitable child poverty will increase which nobody would want together with other
documentation which indicated a mine for Rusk County, Wisconsin was not beneficial for the
economy.

In addition, this link
https://us01.z.antigena.com/I/aPcaoXEQy8vi3yaQ6JSfBxPpdz7IC8IVKQ7PnTctsfufthsHsXpuHgoBswrZV4bQUnU9Rt-
JLM~ZThWxLDNT3ZXcgFUcrnBAhzYlzvtZVvI5hryu499DQyfoqEijo-f3CATo5DbKA-
VaoM1MToEKwzNgXZgQm9LskOITc7Z51Bf7JEGRIPR_ms_43CIth9bJAUNLSIcKY

provides information on a small copper-sulfide mine on the banks of the Flambeau River near

Ladysmith, Wisconsin and the economic adverse effect on the community and most importantly the
environmental track record of the mine.
Thank you for your time and consideration not to distribute the 50-million-dollar grant.

Sincerely,
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Richard Sloat



From: ProtectThePorkies

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Fwd: Opposition to Copperwood grant
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 12:37:32 PM
Hello,

It would be extremely unwise for any proud Michigan resident to support the Copperwood
Mine, or to grant it even one dollar of funding, for the following reasons:

1. Firstly, it is understandable that you may not be familiar with the area due to its
remote location. However, this is not the middle of nowhere. The Mine site is at the
juncture of Lake Superior, Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, and the
North Country Trail. This is among the most spectacular outdoor recreation areas in
the entire country, and the presence of an operating mine would prove greatly
disruptive through the introduction of noise pollution, light pollution, heavy
industrial traffic, and subterranean blasting— none of which requires permitting
through EGLE.

2. Contrary to what Highland Copper claims, social license is far from universal: there
is currently a petition with over 11,000 signatures calling for the immediate halting
of the project— that's more than the populations of the closest four towns combined,
and far more than the couple dozen city council members responsible for Highland
Copper's so-called "resolutions of support." Please read the petition for a full
elaboration on the arguments against Copperwood.

3. This would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history. Given that the
ore grade is at best 1.5%, nearly 99% of what comes out of the ground will NOT be
copper, but sulfide-bearing, heavy metal-laden waste, comprising some 50 million
tons in total, to be stored on-site, forever, on topography sloping towards sloping
towards Lake Superior. As we come to live on a hotter, drier planet, Lake
Superior represents the most important resource not just in Michigan, but on
the entire continent, and we must do everything we can to protect its
integrity. Tailings dam ruptures are a very real threat, and the evidence shows
that, despite technological advances, they are actually increasing in frequency. For a
full elaboration of the technical concerns regarding Highland Copper's plans (or lack
thereof), we present you with this short video.

4. Outdoor recreation brings in over $10 billion to Michigan's economy annually;
mining contributes less than 10% of that total. Does it make sense for a boom-and-
bust operation like Copperwood to endanger strong-and-sustained outdoor
recreation by jeopardizing the experience of pristine nature which is its
foundation?

Copperwood would be a 15-second drive from the Porcupine Mountains entrance
sign: the Porkies are the most beloved State Park in Michigan; it was recently
ranked as "the most spectacular State Park in America"; its borders hold the largest
designated Wilderness Area in mainland Michigan, as well as the largest mixed
old-growth forest remaining in the Midwest.

Copperwood would furthermore be a literal stone's throw from the North Country
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Trail. Recently incorporated into the National Parks Service, the NCT is the longest
of all national hiking trails and is a cornerstone of North Woods natural heritage.

In the summer of 2023, the sound of preconstruction activities carried all the way to
the Presque Isle Scenic Area, and it was deafening along the North Country Trail. An
operating sulfide mine with rock-grinding, non-stop trucking, exhaust and
conveyance systems, subterranean blasting, and more, is unlikely to be an
improvement.

With no source of artificial lighting within a five mile radius, the Presque Isle
Campground allows for a pristine view of both the starry skies and the northern lights.
Unfortunately, mining is a 24-hour operation, and Copperwood would be lit up like a
casino all night long. Do you really want to fund the obliteration of the night
skies, among the scarcest resources in the 21st century?

Regardless of how one feels about the larger discussion on the mining industry, any
sane person will by now be asking: does this really seem like a good place for a
mine?

. Contrary to what you may have been told in presentations, copper is NOT a critical
mineral. Its upgrade of status was rejected by the U.S. Geological Survey. It was later
approved for critical MATERIAL status— this is a different, far less important
designation. "Critical mineral" refers to the needs of the current supply chain, whereas
"critical material" is based on speculative modelling of future conditions.

The USA exports ten times as much copper as it imports. There is no urgent need for
new mines, which is why it is not a critical mineral.

. On the topic of jobs... Firstly, Copperwood's projected job count decreases every
year. The current tally is likely for the sake of wooing State grants and is not based in
reality. For comparison, Eagle Mine in Marquette County employs fewer than 100
individuals.

You are encouraged to familiarize yourself with this study, the most comprehensive
ever conducted on the economic impacts of mining, which found that only 25% of
mines actually lead to long-term economic benefit for communities, with half of those
positive outcomes coming from before 1982, specifically from large coal strip mines
out West. So it is a very small sliver of mines that actually revitalize the economy
in any meaningful way.

Most importantly, any short-term economic growth in the area must be weighed
against the long-term detriment to the already existing outdoor recreation economy:
long after the mine boards up shop, the tailings disposal facility will tower over the
landscape: 244 football fields in area, 20 feet taller than the Statue of Liberty.

. Finally, it should not be overlooked that Highland Copper is a foreign company with
ZERO experience without the budget for the necessary environmental precautions,
who has already been fined for violating permits and degrading wetlands. Their CEO
recently stepped down, and their interim CEO is their former Chief Financial Officier
— a man who knows a lot about money but perhaps not so much about environmental
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precautions. It would not be wise to invest in such a volatile, inexperienced,
foreign company which already has a negative track record.

Rather than provide grants to a 10-year, boom-and-bust operation, please consider reserving
your resources for local enterprises which do not jeopardize cherished outdoor recreation areas
or pose threats to the largest, cleanest, and wildest of the Great Lakes.

Thank you for your consideration of these points. Before making a decision on the
Copperwood grant, it is crucial that you familiarize yourself with very pressing concerns
regarding the threat of the waste containment facility to [.ake Superior. For a full discussion of
our arguments, please see this presentation.

Have a nice day,
Chris Vaughn

www.ProtectThePorkies.com
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From: Tom Grotewohl

To: MEDC MSF Comments; LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Quentin Messer (MEDC); britanvaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov;

Subject: FYI, the $5M CW road i;nprovement grant is for'a road already improved
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 1:01:26 PM
https: 1.z.antigena.com/l/IZulSIZYLE x_S9Y6SjeTt2HIfMLFUH6e9NbmMeWDp 1kvNv: BpjlgL5sti 110Q2DoK5611tOFsWV4Z0AH-
1 TkpkE1Gd8nS5iBC839RS31kVo8HYPqOKMIbtj-We5zCDsB3YpysF8b~F3 AmjDbldSOazri3GOipOxFSg60d3W8b47D-
13z7H BEj 2yRfT. 1GDLsecxEZIsUTZ 4svHjfqnE XRRb- -TyTZQYT KKFPY70NninMSdyH1D-_ctBQD

In 2018, they received a $5M grant to upgrade Co Rd 519 into a Class A year-round road; that is its current status. I live on Co Rd 519, and I
know for a fact you can drive it every day of the year, all the way to the end.

There's no polite way to put it: you have been LIED to about the road improvements. They're asking $5M to turn a Class A road into a Class A
road. You oughtta fire whoever wrote that document.
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From: John Coleman

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Cc: Jonathan Gilbert; Ann McCammon Soltis; Esteban Chiriboga; Dawn White; Scott Cardiff; Evelyn Ravindran
Subject: GLIFWC comment on Copperwood Resources Inc. application

Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 10:59:07 AM

To: Michigan Strategic Fund Board
From: John Coleman, Environmental Section Leader, Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission

re: Copperwood Resources, Inc.: A resolution to approve a Strategic Site Readiness Program grant in the amount of up to $50,000,000
I am writing to express our concern about the design and implementation of the Copperwood Mine project.

The Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) is an intertribal agency exercising delegated authority from 11 federally recognized Ojibwe (or Chippewa)
tribes in Wisconsin, Michigan, and Minnesota. Those tribes have reserved hunting, fishing, and gathering rights in territories ceded in various treaties with the United States.
GLIFWC’s mission is to assist its member tribes in the conservation and management of natural resources and to protect habitats and ecosystems that support those resources.

GLIFWC staff have been reviewing this project since 2010 and have submitted comments to Michigan EGLE on multiple occasions. Our primary concerns focus on the
development of the underground mine within a few feet of Lake Superior and the long-term stability of the proposed tailings basin.

Based on preliminary hydrostatic modeling of the post-mining reflooded mine we anticipate that the unidentified and un-plugged historical exploration boreholes would be
conduits for mine flood water to escape into Lake Superior. We have also raised concerns about the stability of the proposed tailings basin, particularly since no final design
has been submitted. Our recent modeling of tailings flow, should the west portion of the basin breech, (Figure below) indicates that tailings and tailings basin waters would
flood 3 watereways and quickly (within minutes) enter Lake Superior.

We have concluded that this mine, as currently proposed, is a substantial risk to local waterways and to Lake Superior. Thank you for considering our concerns.
Sincerely,

John Coleman
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From: Lynne Miller

To: MEDC MSF Comments; LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Quentin Messer (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org;
LEO-DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov; LEQ-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan corbin;
susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael eubanks;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; dimitrius hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com;
sue@jetcofederal.com; randy thelen; cindy warner; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki
Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Gogebic County Copper Mining

Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 6:46:38 PM

Greetings. As copper mining is being considered on private land in the US by Canada, I express concern that
although

the mining will occur on private land, the waste produced will impact the beautiful Porcupine Park and Lake
Superior.

Why is Michigan's $50,000,000 taxpayer money being considered to be given to outsiders to come in and pollute
our

natural treasures? Jobs are needed but not at the risk of destruction of clean water and land. Please don't give my
hard
earned money to outsiders to pollute our beautiful park and Lake Superior. Over 11,000 individuals have signed the

petition.

I am concerned about Technologically Enhanced Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material (TENORM) defined as,
"Naturally occurring radioactive materials that have been concentrated or exposed to the accessible environment as a
result of human activities such as manufacturing, mineral extraction, or water processing.” "Technologically
enhanced"

means that the radiological, physical, and chemical properties of the radioactive material have been concentrated or
further

altered by having been processed, or beneficiated, or disturbed in a way that increases the potential for human and/or
environmental exposures.

Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material (NORM) is defined as, “Materials which may contain any of the

radionuclides or radioactive elements as they occur in nature, such as radium

<https://www.epa.gov/radiation/radionuclide-basics-radium> , uranium
<https://www.epa.gov/radiation/radionuclide-basics-uranium> , thorium
<https://www.epa.gov/radiation/radionuclide-basics-thorium> , potassium, and their radioactive

, such as radium and radon, that are undisturbed as a result of human activities." I would prefer if Michigan would
spend the 50 million on jobs that
don't endanger the land they live on and the water they drink.

At least 23 million people around the world live on flood-plains contaminated by potentially harmful concentrations
of toxic waste from metal-mining activity, according to a study.

UK scientists mapped the world's 22,609 active and 159,735 abandoned metal mines and calculated the extent of
pollution from them.

Chemicals can leach from mining operations into soil and waterways. The researchers say future mines have to be
planned "very carefully".

This is particularly critical as the demand surges for metals that will support battery technology and electrification,
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including lithium and copper, says Prof Mark Macklin from the University of Lincoln, who led the research.
(Published in the journal Science)

"We've known about this for a long time," he told BBC News. "What's alarming for me is the legacy - [pollution
from abandoned mines] is still affecting millions of people."

The findings, published in the journal Science, <http://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adg6704> build on the
team's previous studies of exactly how pollution from mining activity moves and accumulates in the environment.

Please avoid long term pollution by not approving copper mining on private land that will pollute the environment
including Lake Superior and Porcupine Mountains.

I appreciate your work. I hope short term rewards won't lead decision makers to ignore future environmental
impacts on land, water, people, animals and future people who can't make their voices heard because they don't yet
exist.

Sincerely,

Lynne Miller


http://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adg6704

From: Theresa Curtin

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: grant for copperwood
Date: Sunday, March 24, 2024 8:44:04 AM

My name is Theresa Curtin and I strongly oppose the grant to Copperwood. With
over 14,000 signatures opposing this mining project, it is far to

divisive to receive grant money. Furthermore, the grant is supposed to stimulate
economic revitalization and copper mining rarely achieves that end according to

Harvard Economics Professor, James Stock.

Theresa Curtin
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From: JoEllen Rudolph

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Grant to Highland for Copperwood Miine
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 12:49:05 AM

I am very much against the MSF using taxpayer money to fund a $50 million grant to Highland for seed money for
infrastructure for the Copperwood Mine.

This mine is not economically feasible. The price of copper and other green economy metals has gone down. The
demand for EVs has decreased. The cost of clean-up for site contamination has grossly increased. Insurance rates
for contamination and structure- failure caused contamination have also greatly increased.

Outdoor recreation in Northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula is Michigan's biggest year round tourist
industry. Outdoor recreation brings in $12.36 Billion dollars a year. Mining brings in less than $1 Billion dollars a
year. The Copperwood mine is expected to be mined for only 10 years. Outdoor recreation is non- ending.

The ore to be mined is only 1.45% copper. The other 98.5% is toxic waste tailings that will be stored on site
forever.The 323 acre toxic tailings facility and

retention dam structure will be only 500 feet from the Porcupine Mountain State Park section of the 4800 mile
long North Country Trail (NCT) which just received Federal recognition and now is managed by the

National Park Service. The waste containment facility will cover an equivalent of 244 football fields and be 20
feet taller than the Statue of Liberty.The lights, noise, underground blasting, truck traffic, dust and exhaust
pollution will make hiking the NCT worse than walking beside city traffic. The mine may even extend to within
100 feet of Lake Superior shoreline increasing the likelihood of toxic runoff into the lake.

The Porcupine Mountains

State Park was recently ranked by Yelp and Trip Advisor as the most beautiful state park in the USA. This mine
will undoubtedly negatively impact hiking, camping, canoeing. kayaking, backcountry recreation, and scenic views
within the park. And those are only the immediate

impacts of the mine.

The potential for contamination by toxic mine tailings retention bank failure, toxic waste seepage and toxic
sediment and water runoffinto Lake Superior

are immense. The company that calculated the projected risk of failure used old data and did not consider recent
"100 year" rainstorms in 2016 and 2018 which caused massive flooding and destruction in that area of the UP. A
reputable mining company in Brazil spent $15 million in damages after a tailings soil dam broke. A company in
British Columbia spent $1.2 Billion to clean up seepage and Michigan is currently facing an estimated $2 Billion
in an effort to remove mining stamp sand from a major fish spawning reef off the Keweenaw Peninsula.

Highland also has no track record of actually building nor operating a mine. It owns the land, for now. Financial
records show the company has made money by apparently playing the minerals market. It currently owns no
operating mine and has very few investors. That appears to be why its Board wants the MSF to ante up $50
Million of Michiganders' hard earned taxpayer money.

The costs and risk factors definitely outweigh any potential economic value of this short term mine.I don't play
poker nor the stock market but even I recognize this is a bad deal.

If the MSF wants to fund economic development in this area,some foresighted local residents have suggested
funding to develop the Black River Harbor and Presque Isle. That would add complementary recreational
opportunities near the state park.

Thank you,

JoEllen Rudolph

Petoskey,MI
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From: candrews@up.net
To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Highland Copper Grant Comments
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 3:08:17 PM

Strategic Fund Board Comments
February 26, 2024

Thank you for the opportunity to address the Board regarding
your decision whether or not to support Highland Copper’s
Copperwood Mine project with a fifty-million-dollar grant. |
commend the members who have expressed concern over the
release of funds to a company with questionable ability to attract
capital investment despite the financial expertise of its board
members.

As a nearly lifelong resident and former Planning Commission
member in Baraga County, | urge you to withhold this grant for
the following reasons:

Highland state that they have community support. It has been
my experience that “outside” developers often engage in
private “negotiations” with select local officials while avoiding
or delaying public meetings where all voices can be heard.

GGompanies under absentee ownership often appeal their taxes
to the Tax Tribunal in Lansing to reduce local taxes that
support schools, hospitals and infrastructure. Examples
include Big Box Stores in Marquette and TRAXYS, a former
owner of the L’Anse Warden Power Plant. This happened
after TRAXYS received over 11 million dollars to retrofit a
shuttered coal plant that had been converted to a stand-by
Natural Gas Plant. Unfortunately, CCl is currently delinquent
on their taxes in Marquette County.

[Developers may sell their projects to a new company unwilling
to adhere to the promises of the original owner. An example
of this is the new Industrial Solar Facility in Sands Township
that got out of paying school taxes.
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When companies file bankruptcy, the State of Michigan and
local communities are often left with legacy toxic brownfield
sites. Examples include the Buffalo Reef EPA Superfund
Site and Torch Lake Area of Concern.

Boom and bust jobs do not contribute to rural economic
stability.

Bhe purported economic gains of a short-term mining operation
in the Porqupine Mountain State Park and adjacent lands
pale in comparison to the value of the ecosystem services
this undisturbed area provides to global health. This
priceless value includes clean air, clean water, biodiversity,
carbon sequestration and pollination.

Bhe fact that over 98% (thirty million tons) of the mined ore will
be left in an exposed toxic sludge pond in close proximity to
Lake Superior is an unacceptable risk.

Just like a natural pond, a tailings pond becomes a living
organism subject to sudden snow melts and unpredictable
rain events like the “Father’s Day Flood” in Houghton in
2018.

Please consider the real risks the proposed Copperwood Mine
poses to The Porqupine Mountain Wilderness State Park, Lake
Superior and the surrounding area when making your decision
on whether or not to subsidize it to the tune of fifty million
dollars.

“In the end, our society will be defined not only by what we
create, but what we refuse to destroy.” John Sawshill (1936-
2000)

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Andrews
Baraga Township



From: Stephanie Bell

To: MEDC ContractsAndGrants; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC);
LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov;
susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov;
rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com;
dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com;
randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov

Subject: I beg you to save the Porcupine Mountains from mining!

Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 12:45:29 PM

Please don’t allow the Copperwood Mine to destroy the pristine old growth stands this park contains with its noise
pollution, light pollution, air pollution and heinous subterranean blasts. Our Earth is on the brink and this will only
add to the horror. How many wild creatures will this mine send fleeing to their deaths? How many people will be
harmed if this park is allowed to be razed?

Might I hear from you soon that this beautiful land and the many creatures who inhabit it will be protected from the
ravages of ecological exploitation? Profit should stop coming before the sanctity of life. ALL of our lives depend
upon this. Yours and mine! Your children’s and grandchildren’s. All of us.

Best,

Stephanie C. Bell
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From: Marty E.

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: I oppose the grant to Copperwood Mine
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 3:19:54 PM
Attachments: favicon.ico

Good Afternoon,

I am opposed to the $50 Million grant to Highland Copper for construction of the Copperwood
Mine.

The environmental risk to Lake Superior & the Porcupine Mountain Wilderness isn’t worth
the limited yield of resources that can be extracted from such a mine, nor are the very
politically overpromised/underdelivered job opportunities for locals.

Furthermore, by Highland’s own admission, their tailings dam proposal only allows for once-
in-100-year storms, not for once-in-1000 year events, which we have had at least 2 of in the
last 10 years - which notably destroyed the nearby Saxon Harbor, as well as the lakewalk at
Canal Park/Park Point in Duluth, MN.

We simply don’t need a disaster like this one on Lake Superior:

7 years later, 2 engineers face discipline for
actions that led to B.C. mine disaster | CBC News

And here is a chronology of similar disasters all over the world, from 1961 - the present day:

Chronology of major tailings dam failures LI

We don’t need to risk this happening on Lake Superior, particularly on the State of Michigan’s
watch, much less with a $50 Million grant.

Thank you.

Marty Erspamer
Besssmer, MI

http://www.martye.net
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Sent from my iBrain



From: Marty E.

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: I oppose the grant to Copperwood Mine
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 3:19:54 PM
Attachments: favicon.ico

Good Afternoon,

I am opposed to the $50 Million grant to Highland Copper for construction of the Copperwood
Mine.

The environmental risk to Lake Superior & the Porcupine Mountain Wilderness isn’t worth
the limited yield of resources that can be extracted from such a mine, nor are the very
politically overpromised/underdelivered job opportunities for locals.

Furthermore, by Highland’s own admission, their tailings dam proposal only allows for once-
in-100-year storms, not for once-in-1000 year events, which we have had at least 2 of in the
last 10 years - which notably destroyed the nearby Saxon Harbor, as well as the lakewalk at
Canal Park/Park Point in Duluth, MN.

We simply don’t need a disaster like this one on Lake Superior:

7 years later, 2 engineers face discipline for
actions that led to B.C. mine disaster | CBC News

And here is a chronology of similar disasters all over the world, from 1961 - the present day:

Chronology of major tailings dam failures LI

We don’t need to risk this happening on Lake Superior, particularly on the State of Michigan’s
watch, much less with a $50 Million grant.

Thank you.

Marty Erspamer
Besssmer, MI

http://www.martye.net
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Sent from my iBrain



From: Trey Dactle

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: I staunchly oppose the grant to copperwood
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:59:40 AM
Hello,

My name is TaraH Redington, I am a resident & home owner in Gogebic county.

I am very upset that a grant to find a project such as Copperwood is even being considered
given it's location (near Lake Superior which holds 10% of the earths fresh water) and the
likely risk for it to lead to catastrophic consequences in the future for not only the local region
but the entire country.

Tailing dams are not meant to be free draining after the facility closure, & the amount of
tailing dam failures that have already occurred is very alarming. The chance of tailing dam
failures is greatly increased in areas with potential for flood (with how much snow the area
gets each year we usually have flooding every year in Gogebic county).

Tailing Dam failure would have significant Financial & environmental consequences
inevitably leading to very expensive clean up costs.

For example: the Tailing Dam failure at Los Frailes near Spain back in 1998 lead to spending
over $225 Million dollars to clean up at Donana National Park.

If the copperwood mine woud fail Michigan would have to explain to WI, MN & Canada how
they destroyed Lake Superior & wild life people depend on for food.

As aresident, I can tell you we are just starting to appeal more to tourists ( that is where the
money is) people have been coming to visit from all over the world to ski our mountains &
enjoy the peace & quiet of Nature & the Beautiful Trails through wilderness leading to clean
waterfalls that pour into clear fresh water Lake Superior. If we contaminate our water they will
stop visiting ( I have friends from other states concerned their vacation spot will be ruined
with mine traffic & light pollution). It will have negative effects all over the UP as MI has the
most fresh water coastline of any U.S. state.

Investing in the copperwood mine is a Huge mistake & very risky in the long run to not only
the investors but potentially the world.

Thank you for your time & attention to this matter. Please make the right choice. Do Not
invest in copperwood mine.

Concerned resident.
TaraH Redington


mailto:tarahdactle@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Amber Geller

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: I URGE YOU TO DENY THE COPPERMINE PROPOSAL
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 10:49:42 AM

Hello, I am Speaking from Mqt Mi. I am a mother, business owner, and land steward in the UP. However, Me and my family live up the
550, in Big Bay, outside of the Eagle Mine. That existing mine does not benefit me and my family. The area’s natural resources provided
for me and my family, my friends. For the people of the porkies, the ecology, and future generations, I am not in support of this project.
And I am wondering how we could make this choice for the ones who come after us?

But, you are the decision makers here. You are the ones deciding the fate of my community. I appreciate your time, your attention and I
urge you to deny the funding for this project to protect our communities and waterways. These waterways are not born polluted, they are
managed into that. What are we in dedication to here today? What will our legacies be? How does this conduct teach our children about
interconnection? Community? Responsible behavior? Care for all?

Have you walked this lakeshore? I am taking this meeting at the base of Sugarloaf Mtn, a major tourist destination that runs along the
North Country trail, the same trail that runs adjacent to this proposed project. I wonder, Have you been here? Have you seen what I am
seeing? If you love this state so much, why informs you to consider risking destroying it? nearly all of what comes out of the ground from
this proposed project will be stored as on-site waste, forever, in a Tailings Disposal Facility measuring 244 football fields in area and 171
feet in height — 20 feet taller than the Statue of Liberty. What inheritance is that? What will we tell our children when they ask us why
we created this mess? 30+ million tons of toxic waste, rerouted creeks and streams, explosives, sewage lagoons.Who are the wise ones
fighting for those who cannot yet speak but will be directly impacted? An articulate woman just spoke stating that these tailings can exist
for 2500-10,00 years. Can you think on that scale?

Why would we risk our children’s health? Have we forgotten we sit in the richest waterway on the planet? why would we risk that? What
is that of clean water? My 3 year old will tell you - Water is the first medicine, it is from the mother’s water world that we are born.
Without water, we have nothing. Actually, literally, not metaphorically. I am a mother here asking who on this board is considering our
future generations and for all living organisms in this community. Water is a precious resource, creating a toxic site by an inexperienced
company in the name of 400 jobs is the true definition of insanity. I oppose the development of Copperwood mine.

I am hearing support for the project under the veil of job creation. I am hearing these promises of 400 jobs. 400 families gain economic
employment for all future generations to live with the consequences of environmental burden? For now the company plans to mine up to
100ft from the lakeshore, but have expressed interest in mining beneath the Lake itself if permits can be acquired What is 400 jobs in the
face of 26 MILLION employed? Coastal areas represent strong economic and ecological engines in the Great Lakes, why would we risk
that? What is that of clean water? And I am wondering how we could make this choice for the ones who come behind us? Someone
previous mentioned SUSTAINING livelihood. How could we sustain life without water? I see no way. Deny the proposal for this project,
listen to the wise one within you. We trust you to do the right thing.

Sincerely,

Amber Joy
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From: Trevor Hobbs

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: In Opposition to funding Highland Copper
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:18:19 AM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund caretakers,

I'm writing to express my opposition to the use of the Michigan Strategic Fund to help
Highland Copper secure enough capital to develop the proposed mine. The culture of the
mining industry as a whole in this country is in need of a major overhaul to redeem the public
trust. Too often mining companies need tax support to open, and relinquish their cleanup
responsibilities and the financial burden falls again on tax payers. We (you!) can help change
that culture by having the courage to call this out publicly, stop subsidizing companies that de-
emphasize our public health, and send a clear message that private development at this scale
needs to rely on private funding. It would be a better use of those funds to invest in programs
and people that help feed those in need.

Thank you,
Trevor Hobbs
3909 Clements Rd
Brethren, MI

231-944-8859
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JOBS: A REALITY CHECK

1) In 2018 Highland Copper projected 250 mining jobs at Copperwood; now they're saying 380— where did all
those new jobs come from?

2018 PROJECTION 2023 PROJECTION
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Highland Copper Company Inc.'s e Ses Sahs
Copperwood Project hopes to bring N
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Once the facility is fully functional, Highland Copper Company says an additional 250 mining jobs will be
created, and they hope this is only beginning of copper mines in the area.

2) It's easy to tweak a model for a non-existent mine and arrive at more flattering outcomes, but what does
reality suggest? Eagle Mine in Marquette County also projected around 250 mining jobs while they were
making the pitch, but now it seems they employ fewer than 100. Might Copperwood follow the same pattern
of over-promise and under-deliver?

EAGLE MINE PROJECTIONS IN 2011

. Upper Peninsula nickel-copper mine moves
Michigan .

I u bI Ic P =
Michigan Public | By Rebecca Williams
lished November 29, 2011 at 10:17 AM EST n.ﬂ

Daryl Wilcox is the Powell Township Supervisor. The company’s estimating there will be
about 240 mining jobs available. They say the jobs will last seven or eight years. Wilcox
says he knows a lot of people who are planning to apply for those jobs.

EAGLE MINE TODAY

Industry Mining & Metals
ZI P P I A Revenue $57.6M

Headquarters Champion, Ml
THE CAREER EXPERT

Employees 93

3) Eagle Mine arrives at a higher number of around 400 employees by including non-mining jobs at Humbolt
Mill. But Highland Copper will be exporting copper for processing, so many of the best-paying jobs won't go
to Michiganders or even Americans:

19.2.1 Copper Concentrate

The copper concentrate produced from Copperwood will require downstream smelting and refining to

produce marketable copper and silver metal. Several smelters could receive concentrate with the nearby

candidates being the Horne smelter located in Noranda, Quebec or the copper smelter in Sudbury, Ontario.

Other alternatives include seaborne export to Asia or Europe. Concentrate transportation charges will be a

function of the final destination and will be a combination of trucking, rail and possibly maritime freight.
From HC's 2023 Feasibility Study

Should Michigan be the principle financier for this enterprise when so much of the
job creation will take place abroad?




From: Marissa Galan

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Lake Michigan is Under Threat- You Can Stop It!
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 7:28:31 PM

Hello,

I am writing to comment on my family and our incredible sadness and inability to understand
why a toxic mining operation would be granted access to pollute a valuable and precious
resource of wilderness in the Porkies.

The state is entertaining, once again, corporations profits above the planet and population, but
the public is not supporting this move. The amount of discourse over this threat of destruction
far outcries the potential economic benefit. At such a time in the history of the planet, where it
is clear as a wide open blue sky that protection of wild places and fresh water is our only hope.
The ripple effect from this project will build a snowball effect of global warming. And for
what? A blip of economic benefit? The total economic value of outdoor industry in MI is 10
times what will be gained from Copperwood.

There have been many supporting facts as to why this project is not worth the taxpayer money.
A few are as follows:

Copperwood poses a significant threat to Lake Superior, which represents
10% of the world’s surface freshwater. This company map clearly shows that
the best copper is closest to the lakeshore. For now they plan to mine up to 100ft
from the coast, but if permits allow, the company likely will seek to mine beneath
the lake itself.

Whatever the case, this much is certain: over 50+ million tons of toxic mine waste
would be stored in the closest sulfide tailings facility to Lake Superior in history.
The facility would be erected at the juncture of streams rerouted into unstable 90-
degree angles, and on topography sloping towards Lake Superior, less than two
miles downstream. Tailings dams are not invincible and evidence shows the risk
of rupture is actually increasing, specifically due to low-ore grade operations like
Copperwood creating unwieldy quantities of waste. But even assuming the dam
holds, all copper sulfide mines contaminate. Without entering into a debate on
whether Highland Copper should have the right to endanger the largest, wildest,
and cleanest of the Great Lakes, one might ask: should Michigan be helping
them?

Copper is not even a critical mineral. In fact, it was recently rejected an upgrade of status by the
U.S. Geological Survey. Makes sense, considering the US exports ten times as much raw copper
as it imports. Given the risks to ecology, outdoor recreation, and the economy, why fund the
extraction of a mineral deemed to be of secondary importance by the highest authority in the
land?

Spend $50 million to fund a copper mine today, pay billions to clean it up tomorrow. You don’t
have to look far for examples: copper mining in the Keweenaw Peninsula resulted in 200 million
tons of waste being dumped into Torch Lake, earning it the title of an EPA Superfund Site.

And a news story from just last week details a $2 billion dollar effort to clean up copper mine
waste from Buffalo Reef along the Lake Superior shoreline. The pattern is clear. What remains to
be seen is, will we learn from history, or won’t we?

Despite its remote location, the project is opposed by many thousands of people.
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Highland Copper has been touting the “social license” of the Copperwood project, citing as proof
their “resolutions of support” received from Bessemer City Council, Ironwood City Council, and
others. But each of these councils consists of five or six individuals, so all these “resolutions of
support” represent no more than a few dozen votes. Meanwhile, the petition opposing
Copperwood has nearly 12,000 signatures, which is more than the populations of Wakefield,
Bessemer, and Ironwood combined. How’s that social license looking now?

There are so many more valid reasons to reflect this project. The financial are blaring and
evidently not supporting the case, likewise the values and ethical reasons should be enough on
their own.

Thank you,
Marissa Galan
Minnesota, 55412



From: Sam Curley

To: MEDC MSF Comments; ron@euclidindustries.com; ronbeebe49@aol.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC);
LockwoodA@michigan.gov; britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-
Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Message concerning The Copperwood Mine.
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 10:30:54 PM

This message is concerning the funding of Highland Copper's Copperwood project located in
Porcupine Mountains National Park. This land is one of the most beautiful recreational areas
in the country and is home to many endangered species as well as the largest stand of old
growth Hemlock in the U.S. Not only that but the health of Lake Superior, the world's largest
source of freshwater, is put at significant risk. Sulfide mines have a really bad history of
polluting and causing permanent damage, this is not a good idea. Over 11,000 people have
already voiced their opinion against the project in a petition.

I am urging you to please do whatever is in your power to oppose the funding of the
Copperwood project for the good of the state and the people.
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Your Adventure Starts Nearby.

February 20, 2024
Michigan Strategic Fund Board,

The North Country Trail Association appreciates the opportunity to comment and provide information in regards
to the North Country National Scenic Trail (NCNST) and its proximity to the proposed Copperwood Mine Project.

The NCNST was authorized by Congress in 1980 under the National Trails System Act to create a world-class
hiking trail highlighting the scenic, historic, cultural and ecological wonders of America’s northern heartlands.
The NCNST travels over 4,800 miles from North Dakota to Vermont, with over 1,170 miles of the Trail located in
Michigan. Over 1,100 of those Michigan miles are also part of the Michigan Department of Natural Resource’s
Iron Belle Trail (hiking portion). As defined by the National Park Service, the nature and purposes of the NCNST is
to “provide a non-motorized trail offering world-class walking and hiking experiences within a protected trailway
and landscape through the northern heartlands of America.”

The proposed Copperwood Mine would be located directly north of the NCNST as the route primarily follows an
abandoned gated road located within a 466’ wide strip of land owned by the Ottawa National Forest. This is
from County Road 519 west to the National Forest property boundary east of Black River Harbor. The Tailings
Disposal Facility would be located within 500’ of the NCNST and would most certainly alter the viewshed from
the Trail. The proposed west and east stream relocations have the potential to have an effect on the current
stream crossings that the Trail encounters. Users of the Trail currently have to traverse up and down multiple
gullies as the culverts have been washed out from high water events.

The North Country Trail Association relies on a trail-wide coalition of volunteers and partners to meet our
mission of developing, maintain, protecting, and promoting the NCNST as a premier hiking path across the
northern tier of the United States. Permanently protecting the Trail itself and corridor is vital to help meet our
mission. We trust that your Board will account for all the facts prior to making an informed decision on whether
to fund the Copperwood Mine Project grant.

Sincerely,

K J-vjﬂﬁj/é

Kenny Wawsczyk
North Country Trail Association
Regional Trail Coordinator, Ml
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From: Glenn Kowalske

To: MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC)
Cc: Thomas Albert (sentalbert@senate.michigan.gov); Sarah Lightner (SarahLightner@house.mi.gov); Wieferich

Brad (MDQT); bnoble@detroitnews.com; jhinkley@thealpenanews.com; jennifer.kiel@farmprogress.com;
aanews@mlive.com; ajpitchure@sbgtv.com; Anna.Clark@propublica.org;
austin.gergens@michigannewssource.com; benjamin.klayman@thomsonreuters.com;
carolyn.muyskens@law360.com; cmauger@detroitnews.com; david.horak@woodtv.com;
dboucher@freepress.com; Dwyatt@medianewsgroup.com; eleblanc@detroitnews.com; eebner21@gmail.com;
fred@j-adgraphics.com; gsteele@battlecreekenquirer.com; Hope@mackinac.org; jerry.malec@mwcradio.com;
jessi.l.phillips@wmich.edu; jhendler@j-adgraphics.com; jhoard@medianewsgroup.com; jlareau@freepress.com;
Khall@detroitnews.com; ktamborrino@politico.com; ben.kesling@wsj.com; Lisa@mirsnews.com;
marjorie@creativeonion.me; mgallow@michfb.com; neal.boudette@nytimes.com; newsroom@detroitnews.com;
newsroom@thealpenanews.com; reportit@woodtv.com; pgardner@bridgemi.com; rwhite@mlive.com; seth@j-
adaraphics.com; stauferaerial@gmail.com; Tim.aeppel@thomsonreuters.com; wxmi-news@fox17online.com;
eric@starkmanapproved.com

Subject: Michigan Strategic Fund Board Meeting - Tuesday, March 26, 2024
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 9:38:58 PM
Importance: High

This seems like a last minute change to 9AM from 10AM, since 3PM today.....
What was the reason? Why was it a last minute change?

https://www.michiganbusiness.org/495875/globalassets/documents/msf-

board/meeting-agendas/march-2024-msf-agenda_web-upload.pdf

Also, you should change the time on the attached Agenda to avoid further
confusion and concern. | surely hope this is not a means for the MSF to dodge
resident participation and comment?

Please copy all Board Members on my email.
Please advise,

Glenn Kowalske, P.E.
Marshall Township
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From: Sally

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Mining
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:09:41 AM

Dear Sir or Madam,

Stop the mining companies in their tracts. Tell them to focus on proactive measures of researching for new methods
of extracting minerals. The old fashioned ways of sulfide Ming will pollute the lake and there are no second
chances. Our lives depend on this. Everything from aquatic life, vegetation. And our drinking water. Stop mining
in its tracts. We can do better than this for the sake of our planet.

Sally Draze

Kayaknsal@gmail.com

715-733-4954

N 7454 Menominee River Drive

Porterfield, WI

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Don Weber

To: MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC);
britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov;
wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Mining/subsidies

Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 3:57:05 PM

STOP, wasting my money on stupid. QUIT, doing stupid. Unless you people in all of your grand knowledge can
guarantee for centuries to come that no harm comes ,,, leave it.

If my money has to be used for others to make bank and I struggle to survive, they don’t need it. Subsidies
shouldn’t exist. If a business can’t stand on its own, it shouldn’t exist.

How many of you have crap next to your property? Probably none, but we’ll push it on others.

Sent from my iPhone
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Michigan Strategic Fund Board
300 N Washington Square
Lansing, MI 48913
February 26, 2024

Joint comments from Sierra Club Michigan and Wisconsin State Chapters re: Copperwood
Resources Inc. application for a Strategic Site Readiness Program (SSRP) grant.

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund (MSF) Board members,

The Michigan and Wisconsin Chapters of the Sierra Club wish to submit these comments based
on our shared concern for Lake Superior, the habitat and land base that it depends on for clean
water and for the use of scarce taxpayer money proposed to be used by the state of Michigan
to support a controversial and damaging mine proposal.

The Sierra Club urges you to reject the Copperwood Resources Inc. (CR) application for a SSRP
grant. The mine proposal by CR is currently incomplete and not fully permitted which exposes
the risk that it may not be feasible. CR's inability to attract the required investment to
complete financing for the proposal casts doubts on its viability as this application to the Fund
for infrastructure development demonstrates. CRis a “junior miner” with no experience mining
anything anywhere and has already sold a controlling interest in its other holding (White Pine
North). Junior mining companies are often formed only to develop potential mines to a limited
extent with an ultimate goal of selling or merging with larger miners with actual experience.
This means that CR may or may not be the ultimate developer should the proposal actually gain
final approvals.

The uncertainties related to financing and an incomplete proposal is contrasted by the
statement in the approval recommendation by the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation (MEDC) that it has reviewed CR's finances and “confirmed the Company’s ability to
fund the project.” (January 30, 2024 Memorandum to the MSF from MEDC). We question
whether this statement is accurate given the stated need for up to $425,000,000 in capital
investment for the proposal. CR's owner (Highland Copper) is currently capitalized at just under
541,000,000 (US) which demonstrates that it is in need of significant additional capitalization
and well beyond what is required — even if this application is approved.

CR is not fully permitted for operations to date. CR has not submitted final engineering and
design plans for its Dam Safety Permit — the most important and challenging design feature of
the mine proposal. This feature includes the “Tailings Disposal Facility” (TDF) that is initially
proposed to hold 30 million tons of metallic sulfide mining wastes safely in perpetuity. The
mining wastes would constitute more than 98% of the material excavated and that will include
metals of concern such as copper, lead, mercury and others that are toxic to aquatic life. The
TDF must remain stable forever given its upstream location near Lake Superior. Any unplanned
release of wastewater from the mine, processing facilities or the TDF risk contamination of
surface waters and Lake Superior itself. The lack of an approved Dam Safety Permit for such an



important design feature creates additional uncertainty as its approval is not a foregone or
automatic conclusion in the permitting process.

Highland Copper CEO Barry O'Shea has stated that approval of the grant would constitute a
"true endorsement” of the proposal which could help HC gain the required financing for the
proposal. This statement underscores the shaky nature of HC's financial position and ability to
finance the proposal. We must point out that approval of this application will fuel the public’s
perception that the MSF has it's “thumb on the scale” in favor of an incomplete, controversial
and damaging mine proposal. We believe it is inappropriate to approve this grant prior to the
proposal gaining state permit approvals. Approval of the grant risks putting pressure on state
regulators to approve permits to help ensure state money is not wasted. The Copperwood
proposal should be required to demonstrate it has a viable and safe proposal that can comply
with Michigan law — something it has not done to date.

We also question the wisdom of approving such a significant grant for infrastructure
development at the proposed mine site given the mining industry’s inherent boom and bust
cycle. Copperwood is only projected for an 11-year operating life. Metal prices are notoriously
volatile and prone to down cycles that make profitable mining on small margins difficult to
sustain. This can and does lead to short and long-term closures that affect workforces.
Suggestions that infrastructure for this operation (power lines, cell towers etc.) will benefit the
area long-term are dubious at best given the very rural character of the area and unlikelihood
of attracting new long-term residents. More importantly the boormn and bust cycle ensures that
local governments will be responsible for the care and maintenance of any leftover
infrastructure. This can be very costly and ultimately harmful for local communities.

The rural character, lack of industrial development and recreation opportunities of this area are
what attract new residents. This proposal risks disrupting those quality of life elements forever
while only generating short-term jobs and wealth generation for shareholders. Mining
proposals simply cannot and do not create new long-term employment opportunities and
economic growth. Each proposal is inherently unsustainable as it depends on finite resource
extraction. Investment in long-term and sustainable industry such as tourism, logging,
recreation and more is a wiser course for the MSF.

For all these reasons we urge the Board of the Michigan Strategic Fund to reject the
Copperwood Resources Inc. grant application. On behalf of our more than 18,000 Wisconsin
members and 150,000 Michigan members, we thank you for considering our comments.

Sincerely,

Elayne Coleman, Executive Director Elizabeth Ward, Executive Director
Sierra Club — Michigan Chapter Sierra Club — Wisconsin Chapter



From: Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Comments for Michigan Strategic Fund regarding proposed Copperwood Mine grant
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 5:03:24 PM

Dear MSF board members,

Please find the attached document containing our arguments against providing a $50 million grant to Highland
Copper for the Copperwood Mine in Gogebic County. We submit our comments as a Word document because we
have included references that the board may wish to consult. Thank you for your attention. We hope you will weigh
the input of the public carefully before making this decision, whose importance for the future of the State of
Michigan can hardly be exaggerated.

Sincerely,

Brian Noell

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

Big Bay, Michigan


mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve comments for Michigan Strategic Fund regarding
proposed Copperwood Mine grant

I write on behalf of the board, staff, and 231 members of the Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve, a
land and water stewardship organization in Big Bay, Marquette County, Michigan. We encourage
you to reject the proposed grant of $50 million to Canadian-owned Highland Copper in
connection with their Copperwood mining project, located adjacent to Porcupine Mountain
Wilderness State Park and Lake Superior itself.

First, although the Michigan Economic Development Corporation has presented this grant to
MSF for consideration, we would like to point out that it is inconsistent with MEDC’s Pure
Michigan campaign, whose emphasis on outdoor recreation is resulting in increased tourism
throughout the state and is having a meaningful economic effect in our communities. The
soundness of Michigan’s investment is clear to see. MEDC’s own statistics show that outdoor
recreation pumped $12.36 billion into the economy in 2022, while mining contributed less than
$1 billion.

The Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve has witnessed firsthand the results of this shifting emphasis,
as the number of visitors to our properties increases year by year in response to public
awareness. Hotels, campgrounds, and restaurants in nearby Big Bay and Marquette are full to
overflowing throughout the summer season. Big Bay is remaking itself as the life of the
neighboring Eagle Mine ebbs and it looks toward a future sustained by outdoor recreation rather
than resource extraction, while Marquette has largely completed its post-industrial makeover and
is reaping the benefits both in increased investment and the influx of new residents.

It seems clear that future economic prosperity in the Upper Peninsula lies with enhancing
tourism, not subsidizing the extractive model that has kept the region poor for so long. Indeed,
Porcupine Mountain Wilderness State Park is a potential cornerstone of economic regeneration in
the Western UP. In a 2022 study by Travel Lens, which analyzed visitor reviews on Yelp and Trip
Advisor, it was ranked the most beautiful state park in the country.! Moreover, Google searches
inquiring about the park have spiked following implementation of Governor Whitmer’s Building
Michigan Together Plan, which has made a significant investment in park infrastructure.

The development of Copperwood would reverse these gains in the Porkies. There would be
increased noise pollution from subterranean blasting and trucking, light pollution from mine
operations and grid expansion, not to mention the creation of a massive tailings facility 500 feet
from the iconic North Country Trail and visible from scenic overlooks in the area. Subsidizing
mining operations taking place on the border of and even beneath state park property would belie
MEDC and the governor’s commitment to Michigan’s bourgeoning tourist economy, which, in
the Upper Peninsula, depends on the natural beauty and ecological integrity of wild lands.

! https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/michigans-porcupine-mountain-ranked-as-most-beautiful-state-park-in-
us/
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The most catastrophic potential result of investment in Copperwood would be the fouling of our
state’s most precious natural resource, Lake Superior. The grade of the ore in this deposit is very
low, meaning 98% of the extracted material will be waste that, once the saleable content is
shipped to Canada or elsewhere beyond our borders for processing, will need to be contained
forever on site. The mine will be located on terrain that slopes to the lake, with the richest ore
closest to the shore. The company plans to mine within 100 feet of the water’s edge, and, if
regulation didn’t prevent it, could even drill beneath the lake itself.

The mine’s tailings facility, also on the slope descending to the lake, will purportedly withstand a
100-year storm, but as the effects of climate change intensify, such events become more and
more frequent. Indeed, Gogebic County, where Copperwood would be located, had a1000-year
storm event in 2016° as well as another of similar magnitude in 2018.°

Catastrophic tailings dam failures are not uncommon and have been increasing in frequency,
especially in facilities like the one proposed at Copperwood, containing material from low-grade
ore extraction.* One look at the 2019 Brumadinho disaster in Brazil should alert MSF board
members to the dangers inherent in this sort of waste storage, however thorough the precautions
taken to prevent breaches.’

Even assuming the tailings facility remains sound during the life of the mine, once the projected
11-year extraction period ends and the company departs, Michigan taxpayers will be responsible
for preventing the release of the accumulated waste into Lake Superior. In the long run, this $50
million investment will not be subsidizing job creation, it will be burdening Michiganders with
decaying infrastructure and the expense of maintaining it. To underwrite this mining project,
whatever the short-term benefits, will saddle the state forever with vast quantities of toxic
material perched precariously above a lake containing 10% of the world’s supply of fresh water.

The economics of mining as well as the questionable standing of Highland Copper itself provide
additional reasons for MSF to refrain from subsidizing Copperwood. The proposed $50 million
grant amounts to more than the company’s present $41 million valuation. CEO Barry O’Shea has
said publicly that MSF’s infusion is necessary in leveraging the debt required to raise the $391
million needed to bring the project to fruition. If this grant is approved, Michigan taxpayers,
unbeknownst to themselves, would be underwriting a venture that is speculative at best, which
Highland Copper admits will not come to pass unless it receives a state subsidy.

2 https://gogebiccountyroadcommission.org/2016-storm-damage

3 https://www.michiganpublic.org/environment-science/2018-06-28/record-breaking-rain-behind-u-p-floods-is-
something-we-can-expect-more-of

* https://earthworks.org/assets/uploads/2018/12/44-Bowker-Chambers.-2015.-Risk-Public-Liability-Economics-of-
Tailings-Storage-Facility-Failures.pdf

* https://news.mongabay.com/2024/02/scientists-now-know-how-the-brumadinho-dam-disaster-happened-and-
the-lessons-to-learn/
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There is reason to believe that the company, like other minor players in the mining world, might
use the momentum obtained from the grant to sell the rights to Copperwood, as they did when
they offloaded 66% of neighboring White Pine North to another Canadian company, Kinterra. In
such a case, the state’s investment will enrich executives and shareholders without infusing a
dime into the local economy.

Mining is a boom-and-bust industry, and research suggests that it encourages poverty rather than
relieves it due to the “flickering effect,” where production ebbs and flows in accordance with
market prices for ore. In such a scenario, workers and local businesses fail to get ahead while
profits go mainly to investors.° Moreover, mining costs have skyrocketed because of inflation
and supply chain pressures,’ resulting in difficulties even for established players like BHP®, and
in the Upper Peninsula, Cleveland Cliffs.” Considering the volatilities presently troubling the
industry and the dubious record of mining as a local economic engine, Highland Copper, which
has no on-the-ground experience, seems like a poor bet. Instead, the Yellow Dog Watershed
Preserve encourages MSF to act consistently with the investments the state already is making
under Governor Whitmer, enhancing the tourist economy and with it the communities that are
increasingly banking their future on it.

Sincerely,

Brian Noell

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

¢ https://www.malheurco.org/wp-content/uploads/Departments/Planning/Documents/Calico/Attachment-
B_Freudenberg-and-Wilson-Mining-The-Data.pdf

7 https://www.wsj.com/finance/commodities-futures/another-worrisome-inflation-indicator-surging-mining-costs-
3ea7bfbf and https://www.costmine.com/2024/01/10/mining-industry-beware-inflation-is-eroding-project-
economicsrapidly/

8 https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/bhp-group-warns-25-bln-non-cash-charge-nickel-operations-
2024-02-14/

? https://www.co.marguette.mi.us/newsdetail T3 R511.php
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From: deertailscientific@gmail.com

To: Gretchen.Whitmer@michigan.gov; MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: MSF Grant Sought by Highland Copper Company

Date: Monday, March 18, 2024 11:19:09 AM

Attachments: Copperwood DTS 3.18.2024 .pdf

Hello Governor Whitmer and MSF Board Members:

| am aware that you will soon be considering approval of the MSF grant sought by
Highland Copper Company for their Copperwood project in the Upper Peninsula.

As the Chair of Deer Tail Scientific (Duluth, MN)', | am very familiar with the track
record of the primary environmental consultant hired by Highland Copper to oversee
the Copperwood project. The consultant, Foth (Green Bay, WI), served in a similar
capacity at Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine, a project I've been following closely for the
past 25 years.

Attached please find information related to Foth’s performance at Flambeau that |
hope will help to inform your decision.

Thank you,
Laura Gauger

Laura J. Gauger, Chair
Deer Tail Scientific
Duluth, MN
wordpress.com

1 Deer Tail Scientific is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization founded in 2017. As stated in its bylaws: The
mission of Deer Tail Scientific is to educate the public, government officials and tribal sovereign
nations with fact-based information on: (1) the permitting, development, reclamation, environmental
performance and economics of Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine; and (2) how the Flambeau Mine
compares to other mines (closed, currently operating or proposed) in the Great Lakes region and
beyond.

[ 2] Virus-free.www.avast.com
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Deer Tail Scientific!

Duluth, Minnesota
deertailscientific.wordpress.com

Date: March 18, 2024

From: Laura Gauger, Chair, Deer Tail Scientific, 231 E. Superior St. #1409, Duluth, MN 55802

RE: MSF grant sought by Highland Copper Company for Copperwood project

To: Governor Gretchen Whitmer
Gretchen.Whitmer@michigan.gov

MSF Board Members:

Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Chair, MEDC msfcomments@michigan.org ; messerg@michigan.org

Dr. Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Executive Director, URC | msfcomments@michigan.org ; britanycaine@urcmich.org

Susan Corbin, Director, LEO msfcomments@michigan.org ; LEO-DirectorOffice@Michigan.gov
Wesley Eklund, CEO, Eklund Holdings msfcomments@michigan.org
Rachael Eubanks, State Treasurer msfcomments@michigan.org ; EubanksR@michigan.gov

Dimitrius Hutcherson, EVP, First Independence Bank | msfcomments@michigan.org

Dan Meyering, CEO, Trillium Investments msfcomments@michigan.org ; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com
Leon Richardson, Founder, Pres. & CEO, Chemico msfcomments@michigan.org

Charles Rothstein, Founding Partner, Beringea, LLC msfcomments@michigan.org

Susan Tellier, President, JetCo Packaging Solutions msfcomments@michigan.org ; sue@jetcofederal.com

Randy Thelen, President & CEO, The Right Place, Inc. | msfcomments@michigan.org ; randy.thelen@rightplace.org

Cindy L. Warner, Founder, 360ofme msfcomments@michigan.org

Bradley C. Wieferich, P.E., Director, MDOT msfcomments@michigan.org ; WieferichB@michigan.gov

Hello Governor Whitmer and MSF Board Members,

| am writing to provide you with information that may prove helpful in deciding whether or not to
approve the $50 million MSF grant sought by Highland Copper Company for their Copperwood
project.

As the Chair of Deer Tail Scientific (Duluth, MN)?, | am very familiar with the track record of the
primary environmental consultant hired by Highland Copper to oversee the Copperwood project.
The consultant, Foth (Green Bay, WI), served in a similar capacity at Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine, a
project I've been following closely for the past 25 years.

! Deer Tail Scientific is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization founded in 2017. As stated in its bylaws: The mission of Deer Tail Scientific is
to educate the public, government officials and tribal sovereign nations with fact-based information on: (1) the permitting, develop-
ment, reclamation, environmental performance and economics of Wisconsin’s Flambeau Mine; and (2) how the Flambeau Mine com-
pares to other mines (closed, currently operating or proposed) in the Great Lakes region and beyond.
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Deer Tail Scientific
March 18, 2024

The Flambeau Mine was a state-of-the-art open pit copper mine that operated on the banks of
the Flambeau River near Ladysmith, Wisconsin in the mid-1990s and has since been reclaimed?.
It was owned by Rio Tinto/Kennecott and operated by their subsidiary, Flambeau Mining
Company (FMC). Foth, as the lead environmental consultant for the project, was involved in the
permitting, development and reclamation of the mine and continues to oversee various remedi-
ation activities at the project site to the present day.

When promoting new mining projects in the Great Lakes region, Foth officials have pointed to
Flambeau as “an exemplary project, demonstrating that economic growth can coexist with
stringent environmental regulations.” Others, however, beg to differ.

Foth’s inability to prevent or successfully contain surface and groundwater pollution problems
at the reclaimed Flambeau Mine project site is well documented (examples below). As a result,
there is legitimate concern over what might happen to Lake Superior if the Copperwood project
moves forward and Foth, as was the case at Flambeau, is unable to prevent or successfully
contain emergent pollution.

Before you review the following examples of how Foth “got it wrong” at Flambeau, please turn
to the following page for a chart that compares key characteristics of the Flambeau and
Copperwood projects (Table 1). In particular, please note the following:

e The Flambeau Mine (181-acre footprint) was much smaller than the huge mine proposed
at Copperwood (2100-acre footprint);

e There is no tailings dam at the Flambeau project site. All of the Flambeau ore was
shipped by rail to Canada for processing, so that’s where the nastiest by-products of the
mine operation (i.e., the tailings) were generated and disposed. Copperwood, on the

other hand, would generate an estimated 29 million tons of tailings that Highland Copper
plans to store in a 320-acre tailings dam reaching a height of 130 feet.

| think you will agree that the Copperwood project, which abuts Lake Superior and the
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, is one that needs to be done right. Yet, as
documented below, the consultant that Highland Copper is relying on to manage the project
(Foth) demonstrably got it wrong at a much smaller and less-complicated mine that utilized
modern technologies (Flambeau).

2 |n addition to copper, the Flambeau Mine produced gold, silver and a small amount of zinc. It was operational for 4 years (1993-97).





Flambeau Mine Key Characteristics Compared to Copperwood Proposal

Wisconsin:
Flambeau River

Michigan:
Lake Superior and
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park

Life of Mine (yr)

Footprint (acres)

Distance to River, Lake or
Public Lands (ft)

181

140 ft from Flambeau River

32-acre Open Pit

10-14

~2100 acres on the surface® (including a 320-acre tailings dam)
~ 1050 acres underground

The above-ground boundary of the project abuts
Lake Superior shoreline and the western edge of
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park;
Eventual tunneling beneath the lake and park is anticipated.

Underground Room and Pillar

Method Max Depth = 225 ft Max Depth = 900 ft
Ore (tons) 1.9 million 25.7 million
Copper, Gold, .
Metals Silver. Zinc Copper, Silver
57.5 acres of wetlands and
Wetlands Destroyed 8 acres 3.1 lineal miles of creeks
Additional Wetlands o . .
. 3.3 acres (within project site)
Actually or Potentially 11 acres 13 acres (adjacent to project site)
Impacted
Sulfide Waste Rock (tons) 8.6 million “very little” ¢
29 million
Tailings (Tons) 0° (Tailings Dam will cover 320 acres

and have a max height of about 130 ft) f

Primary Environmental

Consultant Foth (Green Bay, WI)

Foth (Green Bay, WI)

Highland Copper Company

owner Kennecott / Rio Tinto (preceded by Orvana)

a Data Sources: Final Environmental Impact Statement for Flambeau Mining Co. Copper Mine, Wisconsin DNR, 1990; 1997 Backfilling Plan for Stockpiled
Type Il Material, Flambeau Mining Company / Foth & Van Dyke, March 1997; and Surface Water Quality Assessment of the Flambeau Mine Site, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, April 2012.

® Data Sources: Feasibility Study Update — Copperwood Project, G Mining Services, April 2023; Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I
and Vol-Il, Highland Copper Company / Foth, March 2018; Feasibility Study of the Copperwood Project, K D Engineering, March 2012; Mining Permit
Application — Copperwood, Orvana, Sep 2011; and Fact Sheet: Copperwood Mine project in relation to Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park —
Gogebic County, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, January 2024.

¢ Footprint estimate of 2100 acres was calculated manually from Figure 2-1 in: Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I, Highland Copper
Company / Foth, March 2018 [NB: The footprint acreage was not disclosed by Foth in the MPA amendment’s text]. According to Copperwood’s 2023 Feasi-
bility Study Update, “The project will significantly change the area within its footprint by disturbing and constructing infrastructure and impervious surfaces.”

4 According to Copperwood’s 2023 Feasibility Study Update, “Waste rock management needs are minimal at the site. Except for the box cut and removal of an
existing waste rock pile on the north side of the facility, mining will generate very little waste rock. Any waste rock excavated during the box cut will be stored
in the ore stockpile building, disposed in the Tailings Dam Facility, or otherwise managed and disposed of according to waste management regulations” [NB:
The company has not defined what is meant by “very little” waste rock].

¢ Flambeau ore was shipped by rail to Canada for processing, so there is no tailings dam at Flambeau.

fTailings Dam height of approximately 130 feet was calculated manually from Figure 5-6 in: Mining Permit Application Amendment - Copperwood, Vol-I,
Highland Copper Company / Foth, March 2018 [NB: The height of the tailings dam was not disclosed by Foth in the MPA amendment’s text].
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Here, then, are just a few examples of how Foth “got it wrong” at Flambeau, bringing into question
the advisability of awarding the MSF grant under consideration to Highland Copper for a much
larger and more-complicated project overseen by the same consultant:

Hydrogeological modeling developed by Foth for the Flambeau project proved to be flawed.

When FMC was seeking its permits to mine, one of Foth’s duties was to develop a groundwater
model for the project that would, among other things, predict the concentrations of various
contaminants expected in groundwaters exiting the backfilled mine pit and entering the nearby
Flambeau River.

As noted in a 2019 outside review of the Flambeau project that was authored by hydrogeologist
Robert E. Moran (Michael-Moran Associates, Golden, CO)3, Foth predicted relatively low concen-
trations of copper (14 ppb), iron (320 ppb) and manganese (550 ppb) in the waters exiting the
backfilled mine pit. Now that actual levels of contaminants are being measured in the wells at
Flambeau, individual wells within the backfilled pit have registered median dissolved concentra-
tions as high as the following (Moran, 2019):

o Copper =503 ppb (35 times higher than predicted by Foth)
o Iron = 14,000 ppb (43 times higher than predicted by Foth)
o Manganese = 33,500 ppb (60 times higher than predicted by Foth)

It is also noteworthy that Foth offered no predictions at all for the concentrations of ARSENIC
that might be expected in wells at the project site. The public health enforcement standard for
arsenic in drinking water is 10 ppb, and, prior to mining, wells across the Flambeau project site
registered concentrations of less than 5 ppb (i.e., the toxin was undetectable). That is no longer
the case.

Now that the Flambeau mine pit has been backfilled with waste rock and sludge from the mining
operation, individual wells within the backfilled pit have registered arsenic concentrations as
high as 83 ppb (8.3 times the public health standard). Arsenic levels in wells located outside the
pit and within 140 feet of the Flambeau River have gone as high as 32 ppb (3.2 times the public
health standard).

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”

The waste disposal program designed and implemented by Foth to avert groundwater contam-
ination problems at the Flambeau Mine project site failed to prevent significant degradation of
groundwater quality.

Foth’s answer to protecting groundwater reserves at the Flambeau Mine project site from con-
tamination was to add limestone to the mine’s waste rock as it was being backfilled into the
mine pit. Unfortunately, the elaborate backfilling plan developed by Foth, which entailed mixing
about 30,000 tons of limestone with the mining waste, failed to achieve the goal. As noted
above, wells both within and outside of the pit are registering elevated concentrations of
arsenic and other contaminants like manganese®.

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to the mine as an “exemplary project.”

3 Dr. Robert Moran’s professional resumé includes more than 45 years of domestic and international experience in conducting and
managing water quality, geochemical and hydrogeologic work for private investors, industrial clients, tribal and citizens groups,
NGO'’s, law firms, and governmental agencies at all levels. His complete resumé can be viewed online at: https://remwater.org/.

* The public health enforcement standard for manganese in drinking water is 300 ppb. Elevated concentrations have been associated
with causing Parkinson’s-like nerve damage.



https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2023/09/wisc-flamb-rem-rept-5.31.2019_4th-printing_final_l.pdf
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e Stormwater management systems designed and constructed by Foth to handle polluted runoff
from the Flambeau Mine project site failed to prevent the impairment of a nearby Flambeau

River tributary.

Over the past 25 years, Foth has designed and implemented six different work plans at
Flambeau to deal with contaminated stormwater runoff from the project’s industrial outlot that
has polluted a nearby Flambeau River tributary. The reason there have been so many different
work plans over the years is because none of them have succeeded in reducing copper concen-
trations in the tributary to a safe level.

Copper concentrations as high as 77 ppb were measured in the Flambeau River tributary in
2008, compared to the legal limit of 3 ppb for chronic exposure. Citizens eventually succeeded in
getting the tributary added to the EPA’s list of Impaired Waters in 2012 due to ongoing elevated
copper levels. As of 2024, the tributary remains impaired.

Despite the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”

e Environmental monitoring plans designed by Foth for the Flambeau project have been charac-
terized by some as “Don’t Ask. Don’t Tell.”

FMC continues to claim in annual submissions to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources that “the Flambeau River remains fully protected and Flambeau remains in full
compliance with its permit standards.” Please, however, consider the following:

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project contain no provisions for any biological or
surface water quality testing in the stretch of the Flambeau River immediately adjacent to
the backfilled pit where, according to their own modeling, contaminated groundwaters from
the pit are entering the river through fractured bedrock. Foth isn’t even testing the river
water for arsenic, which we now know is present in elevated concentrations in several wells
within 140 feet of the river.

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project contain no provisions for testing the
groundwater for uranium, nickel, cobalt or aluminum even though all four metals were
known to be present in Flambeau waste rock, now crushed and in the backfilled pit.

o Foth’s monitoring plans for the Flambeau project call for all groundwater samples collected
for analysis to be filtered before running them in the lab. This, of course, removes some if
not most of the contaminants, thereby lowering the reported concentrations. It is also
problematic because most families using private wells or springs and all farms, livestock,
wildlife, fish and vegetation, etc. use and consume unfiltered water.

o The Flambeau River is only about 5 feet deep in the vicinity of the 225-foot deep backfilled
mine pit. Yet, Foth’s monitoring plans include no provisions for testing groundwater quality
on the west side of the Flambeau River (opposite side from pit) to determine if the plume of
groundwater contamination emanating from the backfilled pit and headed in that direction
has extended beyond the river to properties on the other side.

Despite all of the above, Foth continues to refer to Flambeau as an “exemplary project.”
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Foth’s forthrightness with the public has been brought into question.

Perhaps this point can best be made by way of an example. Consider the following:

When citizens voiced concerns during the Flambeau Mine permitting process about what might
happen to groundwaters beyond Flambeau’s project boundary (which abuts the Flambeau
River), Foth distributed a memo in which they stated the following:

“The river is in the way. It is clearly impossible, then, for any activities at the mine, on one side of the river,
to affect any water wells on the other side of the river” (Foth, 1988).

Years later, when Dr. Robert E. Moran conducted his aforementioned review of historical and
modern Flambeau Mine documents, he commented on Foth’s memo, characterizing it as
“groundwater foolishness.” In particular, he noted the following:

“The Flambeau River is only about 5 feet deep in the vicinity of the 225-foot deep mine pit” [and] “the
overall hydrogeological relationships suggest that the deeper groundwaters may be migrating under the
river sediments via fractures and faults” (Moran, 2019).

He also noted that Foth had clearly stated in the 1989 Mining Permit Application for the Flambeau
project that the bedrock between the backfilled mine pit and Flambeau River was “fractured”
and that contaminated groundwater leaving the reclaimed mine pit would “flow directly into the
bed of the Flambeau River.” Yet, the public was told the following by virtue of a plaque displayed
at the project site during mine operations in the mid-1990s:

The Flambeau mine
1S separated from
the Flaimnbeau River

by a 140-foot rock
pillar stronger than
the Hoover Dam.

Dr. Moran, who examined not only the above issues related to groundwater flow at the Flambeau
project site but a host of other important issues addressed by Foth during the permitting process,
concluded the following:

“The narrative ‘predictions’ made by FMC’s main Wisconsin consultant in the various permit-
related and Annual Reports appear to be largely naive geochemically and hydrogeologically.

... Such statements are most useful for obtaining permits, less so for generating quantitatively-
reliable predictions.”



https://flambeauminearchive2.files.wordpress.com/2024/03/foth_june-1988_.pdf

https://deertailscientific.files.wordpress.com/2023/09/wisc-flamb-rem-rept-5.31.2019_4th-printing_final_l.pdf
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In summary, the Copperwood proposal, which abuts Lake Superior and the Porcupine Mountains
Wilderness State Park, is one that needs to be done right. Yet, Highland Copper is relying on a
consultant to manage the project (Foth) that demonstrably failed to get it right at a much smaller
and less-complicated mine (Flambeau).

Would the Copperwood project be a good use of MSF funds? | hope the above information will help
to inform your decision.

Thank you,

D g | )
QUiNd.~ £ 2 ~

\/{ Una Jm‘gﬂl

Laura Gauger, Chair
Deer Tail Scientific

References:
Moran, Dr. Robert E., May 2019 (posthumous). Flambeau Mine: Water Contamination and Selective “Alternative Facts”, 116 pg.

Foth, June 1988. The Effect of the Flambeau River as a Hydraulic Barrier to Groundwater Underflow, 4 pg.
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From: ProtectThePorkies

To: Natalie Davenport (MEDC)

Subject: MSF Meeting Follow-up

Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 12:58:07 PM
Hello,

Thank you for hosting the meeting today. The 30+ individuals who spoke up regarding the
Copperwood Mine were not part of an organization, and each chose to speak independently on
behalf of themselves, or on behalf of their own groups.

If the MSF would like to learn the full story behind Copperwood outside of the generous but
restrictive 3-minute time limit, you may contact the founder of ProtectThePorkies at this
address. Other options would be the Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition (

upec(@upenvironment.org ) and Citizens For Superior ( contactescls@gmail.com ). Allowing

for a longer-form presentation would likely reduce the number of comments submitted at the
next board meeting.

Thank you for your time,
Tom Grotewohl

P.S. I am told there were some disruptions of the meeting following the public comment
period. We have no knowledge of these individuals, and we hope the disruption is not
conflated with our concerns in any way, either in the minds of the board members or in the

media.


mailto:protecttheporkies@gmail.com
mailto:davenportn3@michigan.org
mailto:upec@upenvironment.org
mailto:contactcscls@gmail.com

February 26, 2024
Michigan Strategic Fund
300 N. Washington Sq.
Lansing, M| 48913
msfcomments@michigan.org

Re: Public Comment on Highland Copper's request for a
$50 million Strategic Site Readiness Program grant.

Dear MSF Board members and Staff,

We oppose this grant request because, contrary to claims by its proponents,
using State (taxpayer) money to fund Highland’s expansion of its non-ferrous
hard rock ore mining in the UP would be fiscally irresponsible, lead to costly
and harmful burdens on our economy, and would only exacerbate adverse
public health and safety effects of heavy metal accumulation in Michigan’s
freshwater fish which are consumed by our fellow citizens.

Economic Burden of “Boom & Bust”

The recent Michigan’s Mining Future Committee Final Report-05/21/2021
aptly described mining as a “ ‘boom and bust’ industry”....which.... “creates
job loss, increased unemployment filings and has a negative impact on the
economy within the surrounding communities.”(p. 9, 10)

As an example of this negative economic phenomenon, the Committee cited
to the Empire mine operated Cleveland-Cliffs Co. in the UP’s Marquette
County, noting that when the “bust” occurred in 2016 with the mine closing,
there was a considerable loss of the work force population which left the
State.(p. 9, 10)

Making matters worse in the long term are the extreme burdens imposed on
Federal and State tax revenues expended in dealing with abandoned mines.
For example, the Government Accounting Office (GAO) in its March 2020
report, Abandoned Hard Rock Mines, found that in only a ten year period
(2008-2017), it cost the Federal Government $2.9 billion and State
Governments $2.8 billion to just begin to address the social safety and
environmental hazards of abandoned mines; and estimated that to complete
this reclamation work, it would cost $billions more in future funding. (p. 2,
32, 63).

Thus, it seems quite probable that any short-term economic gain by
taxpayer subsidies to Highland will be more than exceeded and offset by the
economic downturn from eventual mine closure and the decades long cost of
mine reclamation.


mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

And as contemporary experience with a similar UP mining conglomerate,
Cleveland-Cliffs, demonstrates, one cannot assume that Highland will be a
“good neighbor” and meet any agreed upon or even minimal statutory
requirements to pay a fair share.

Just this past week, the Marquette Mining Journal and the Detroit News
reported that since 2018, two years after closing its Empire mine, Cleveland-
Cliffs(which earned $22 billion last year) has refused to pay $50 million in
delinquent State taxes, that it has misrepresented the value of its mine to
the Michigan Tax Authority, that it has cost Marquette County $1million to
litigate to recover this tax money, and that as a result of the Company’s
refusal to pay taxes, essential government services in the County were
drastically curtailed.

After a public shaming of Cleveland in the press by County officials this week,
there was a reported settlement. Details of the $ amount of the settlement
were not released, but notably an impacted Township official reported that
the mining company CEO resorted to threats of layoffs and closure in an
adjacent mine if the affected communities did not agree to the settlement.

As County Administrator, Scott Erbisch, aptly stated “Cleveland-Cliffs only
cares about their shareholders’ interests.” If a USA mining company treats
Michigan residents this way, can we really expect any better from a foreign
Canadian owned conglomerate? Probably not! But we certainly should not be
gifting $50,000000 to them.

Public Health and Safety

It is accepted governmental policy and settled science that non-ferrous hard
rock mines “contribute to degradation of the environment and present short-
and long-term risks to human health”....and.... “release hazardous
substances such as arsenic, lead, and mercury.” GAO report-
gao.govproducts/gao-20-238 (p. 6).

The toxic sulfide ore mining legacy of mercury poisoning of UP waters and
wildlife is solidly established in research published by Dr. W. Charles Kerfoot
of Michigan Tech., “Mining legacy across a wetland landscape: high mercury
in Upper Peninsula (Michigan)lakes and fish” Jnl Environ.Sci: Processes
Impacts, 2018, 20,708, finding that the legacy of sulfide ore mining accounts
for 63% of the total release of the heavy metal, mercury, into the Lake
Superior watershed; and that, alarmingly, there is a multi-decade lag (20-40
yrs.) in the contamination cycle due to the ecological/chemical conversion of
mercury into its poisonous and bioavailable form, methyl-mercury. The major
factor in this process is the abundance of wetlands in the UP (29% of UP is
wetlands).



The MTU scientists note that sulfide/sulfate ore residue interacts with organic
material and bacteria in the natural environment to produce methyl mercury
which is carried by wetlands into streams, rivers, lakes entering the food
chain of game fish, large/small-mouth bass, pike, walleyes and muskies; and
high mercury levels persist in fish near mining sites decades after operations
stop, do not decrease, but in fact continue to increase by a factor of 1 to 2%.
And although Mercury poisoning elsewhere in Michigan has decreased in
recent years, it is actually increasing in the waters and lakes of the UP due
to the effects of sulfide ore mining; and the scientists conclude that

mercury poisoning poses a serious risk to human health!

One only needs to consult the current DNR “Eat Safe Fish Guides” to see the
widespread contamination of our Michigan fish species. And a more recent
MTU report shows that Indigenous tribal communities who rely on fish for
food are disproportionately adversely impacted by this health risk. See
Michigan Tech News: The Big Picture of Great Lakes Mercury Pollution which
cites to research by the Royal Society of Chemistry’s article, in the journal
Environmental Science: Processes & Impacts (DOI) 10.1039/c7em00547d)

Conclusion

_For all of the above reasons, we submit that awarding the proposed $50
million grant for a perceived short-term economic gain, will result in long-
term economic harm and serious adverse environmental and public health
impacts to the citizens of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

Please deny the grant request.

Thank you for your consideration.

The mission of Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior is to protect and improve the precious
environmental resource of the coastal habitat, shoreline and fresh water of Lake Superior and its watershed in
Marquette County, to oppose individual, corporate or governmental action which may jeopardize that resource, and
to encourage community action to preserve the quality of life provided by this Lake Superior Coastline environment
for generations to come.

CSCLS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Donations are tax-deductible, as permitted by law.

7z

CITIZENS FOR A SAFE & CLEAN

LAKE SUPERIOR



https://www.facebook.com/Citizens-for-a-Safe-Clean-Lake-Superior-101326901764542/?ref=page_internal

Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior
(CSCLS)

Dennis A. Ferraro, President

P.O. Box 83

Marquette, Ml 49855
dajferraro@gmail.com

H (906) 345-0018




To Administrators of the MSF Grant:

| appreciate the opportunity to weigh in on the advisability of approving a MSF $50M grant to the
Copperwood mining project. | urge the members of the committee to reject the grant applied for
by Highland Copper because, under deeper scrutiny, the project does not meet the
requirements of the grant and its operation has the risk of undermining the existing economic
infrastructure in the region.

When | carefully read the grant application, | see that those projects eligible for funding are
“‘designed to provide grants, loans and other economic assistance to businesses for
highly competitive projects that create jobs and/or provide investment toward a net-
positive return to Michigan”.

Given the nature and the risks associated with sulfide mining, the notion that a mining project
sited in this region of the UP could result a “net-positive” return is highly suspect. The costs of
trying to restore the habitat, the waterways, and the land itself from environmental
contamination caused by mining operations would far exceed any economic benefit the region
could receive. Since Michigan legislators have yet to pass laws which would hold the companies
who conduct extractive operations liable for leaks or other forms of pollution, taxpayers would

be on the hook for funding clean-ups and residents would suffer health risks from the exposure
to contaminants. Rather than be a “net-positive” return, a questionable project like the
Copperwood mine would economically leave the region in the red for a significant number of
years.

Secondly, the terms of the grant stipulates that they are intended to create long-lasting
economic development and should be at near-term cash before they are given.

According to its prospectus, Highland Copper plans the Copperwood mine to operate for eleven
years and then will begin remediation, though the tailing disposal facility would remain in
existence as a permanent structure. A mining operation that would be active for eleven years
would not lead to the growth of other businesses in the region; those employed would lose their
positions when the mine ended. Moreover, given the technical expertise required to operate
mining equipment, it’s highly unlikely that many local residents would have the training to get
those jobs. Instead, outside trained workers would likely be imported into the region for the life
of the mine, leaving when the mine closes.

While Highland Copper hopes to attract more investors to fund the mining operation, banking on
the endorsement of this board through the MSF grant, the provisions of the grant specify that
adequate operating funds are supposed to be already in place.

Thirdly, the intent of the program is to create economic diversification in the region and
promote a resilient business environment.

The effect of siting a sulfide mine in this region would not promote a resilient business
environment, but instead would undermine the existing economic drivers based in recreation,
organic farming, and fishing. The “externalities” that accompany mining operations include



noise, light pollution, increased trucking, blasting, and a lessening of the quality of life for all
residents and wildlife in addition to the risk of environmental contamination. The profit generated
by recreation activities is the basis of the region and it depends on the wilderness and the gift of
silence as part of its appeal. A mining operation is incompatible with the existing economic base
and could undermine it significantly, putting other businesses in peril.

Finally, the location of the conservation areas and the impact on them if a sulfide mine
were located within the region needs to be taken into account.

Porcupine Mountains is considered a wilderness area, one of the most beautiful parks in the
United States. The mining site would border the North Trail, just made part of the National Park
system. While these regions have special protection, the mining operations would take place
outside of their jurisdiction, yet close enough that they would be at risk from impact of the mine.

While legally, extractive operations could take place that close to a protected area, board
members are in a position to see the entire “big picture” and really think about the fit of a mine in
the vicinity of a wilderness area and see its incompatibility.

Rather, | would urge board members to think more imaginatively about the types of
developments that would enhance the existing resources of the area and build on those
strengths rather than undermining them. This idea falls in line with the global effort to not only
expand the number of “protected places”, but keep in mind the need to expand their boundaries
to lessen the impact of industries beyond their jurisdictions.

Thank you for your time.

Paula Mohan
1025 Jenifer St.
Madison, WI 53703

Sources:

https://www.michiganbusiness.org/4add23/globalassets/documents/reports/fact-
sheets/mbdp-guidelines.pdf

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2024/can-we-save-nature-
with-crazy-shapes/
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From: Mike LaBo

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: My Gogebic County Family are opposed to Copperwood
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 5:11:50 PM

To whom it may concern

I am writing this email to express my extreme opposition to the Copperwood mining project
next to the porcupine mountain State Park. The porcupine mountains and our natural resources
in the upper peninsula are valuable in ways that cannot be quantified or qualified. This project
risks too much natural beauty and disruption to our lives and well-being here to be seen as a
benefit

My family and I oppose this project entirely. We are deep To the idea of a $50 million grant to
bring a foreign company to mine copper right next to the porcupine mountains and Lake
superior. Please consider the costs of yet another destructive, exploitative boom with a very
predictable bust. Short term gains leave people here in the western peninsula with long-term
problems.

Thank you.
Michael LaBo and family

N11101 Vanderhagen Rd.
Ironwood, MI 49938
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From: jeanemmo@aol.com

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: No Copperwood mine
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 12:58:41 PM

| am retiring to Ironwood, and | own a house there. | oppose the mine, as it destroys
the beauty and ecological interest of the Upper Peninsula.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brian Moore

MEDC MSF Comments

No drilling!
Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:13:17 PM
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From: Brian Moore

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: No drilling!
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:13:17 PM

Absolutely NO drilling anywhere near the Porcupine Mtns.,especially near Porcupine Mtn
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From: Alba Lawrence

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: No mine funding!
Date: Sunday, February 25, 2024 2:24:42 PM

Please do not destroy our beautiful backyard, we love the porkies and want no part of this mine. Will fight tooth and
nail against it! Location is horrible, mining type is horrible, profits will not be worth the fight and cleanup costs.
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From: Sorkin, Suzanne

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: No mining in the Porkies
Date: Monday, March 11, 2024 8:22:41 AM

| am writing to express my opposition to Copperwood, a foreign company, opening a metallic sulfide mine where the Porcupine
State Park meets Lake Superior and the North Country trail. This should not be allowed and certainly should not be backed by a S50
million grant in Michigan taxpayer funds.

The mine may bring a short-lived economic boom to the area but as people who have annually gone to this location for the hiking
and pristine wilderness, my husband and | are horrified. There will be long-term negative environmental impacts. Tourism will suffer
in a big way.

| urge the Michigan Strategic Fund to drop support for this mine.
Sincerely,

Suzanne Sorkin

Traverse City

Photo below of Lake Superior sunset near proposed mine location:
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From: Celeste

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: NO to Copper sulfide mine
Date: Saturday, February 24, 2024 10:42:53 AM

Please don’t allow mining that close to one of the Great Lakes. That area is also teeming with wildlife, which are
further and further encroached upon by human residential areas and activities. If we don’t protect what we still have,
soon we will have nothing left.

Thank you!


mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Ben or Dr. Chris Seguin

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: No to Copperwood
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 11:56:14 PM

I am opposed to any tax dollars going to development of any mine bordering the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness
State Park, especially the one being proposed. It is shortsighted and dangerous to have such a toxic mine so close to
Lake Superior. The revenue from tourist and recreation travel is much more important than gains from mining,
especially when a foreign company is involved.

Thank you for considering my opinions. Sincerely,

Ben Seguin

Ann Arbor

Sent from an undisclosed location
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From: tschollaart

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: NO to mining in the Porkies
Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2024 1:32:38 PM

Please do not move forward with this plan To allow Mining that will totally decimate this
beautiful part of our state. The inexperience of this company and the disaster that will occur to
the natural world is not worth it.

Please do the right thing and do not move forward!

Tammy Schollaart

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From: Sue Jennings

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: No to Proposed Copperwood Mine, Lake Superior
Date: Saturday, March 9, 2024 10:20:03 AM

Dear MSF Board Members,

I am a native and resident of Michigan, with a degree in natural resource
management from the University of Michigan. I am writing you to express my
opposition to the mine, particularly a public, taxpayer funded grant to enable them to
operate the mine.

This particular region of the proposed mine site is a highly sensitive natural
resources, which includes the North Country National Scenic Trail and the Porcupine
Mountains State Park, which represents the largest tracts of old growth forests in the
midwest, recognized as one of the most beautiful state parks in America, and is
visited by thousands of recreationists annually contributing significantly to the local
economy. Notably, outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's
economy annually. An operating mine would disrupt this thriving outdoor recreation
area with noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial
traffic.

Importantly, the proposed mine site is adjacent to Lake Superior, Lake Superior
represents a full 10% of the world's surface freshwater. There has never been a
metallic sulfide mine which did not contaminate local water. The Chopperwood Mine
would erect a tailings disposal facility holding 50+ million tons of heavy-metal laden
waste-rock on topography sloping towards Lake Superior. Even if the tailings dam
holds, acid mine drainage is a certainty: sulfides will combine with water and air to
create sulfuric acid —which then steeps over waste-rock and river sediment to leach
heavy metals into the environment. Having worked at Big South Fork National
Recreation Area in TN/KY (A National Park Service Unit) as the Chief,Resource
Management Division, | have first hand knowledge of the negative, irreparable
biological impacts of acid mine drainage (AMD), which kills all aquatic life. | have
seen the tributaries to the Big South Fork of the Cumberland river that are devoid of
aquatic life because of acid mine drainage that seeped into the system. The
costs/difficulties to "clean-up" and remediate AMD impacted sites is exorbitantly
costly AND rarely successful. Lake Superior and the surrounding land resources are
priceless and far too valuable to risk such a long-term, essentially permanent impact.

From an economic standpoint, this project does not make sense. According to
Harvard Economics Professor James Stock, "In 89% of cases copper mining ends up
being a negative for jobs and a negative for incomes."
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/stock/files/1-s2.0-s0921800919309954-main.pdf
(and is in part why a copper/nickel mine in Minnesota's Iron Range near Lake
Superior was denied by the state of MN.

In addition to the negative impacts to water resources, the proposed mine would
result in:

1. Heavy Metal Dust a pollutant which would be carried miles away, resulting in
impacts to human health and wildlife resources (particularly fisheries and
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terrestrial mammals);

2. Noise Pollution: twice-daily subterranean blasts are known to disrupt the
reproductive cycles of aquatic life as well as disrupting enjoyment of solitude
and natural sounds which hikers, campers and other recreationist to the area
enjoy (and are a proven mental health benefit);

3. Direct and indirect impacts to native wildlife (noise, light pollution), including
endangered species.

[ urge you to_protect Lake Superior, the priceless natural and recreational resources of
Michigan's Upper Peninsula-- the juncture of Porcupine Mountains Wilderness, the North

Country Trail, and Lake Superior is one of the most spectacular outdoor recreation areas in
the country--and thus request that you do not fund this project.

Respectfully,
Sue Jennings

19317 Beechridge Dr
Lake Ann, MI 49650



From: Karen Grotewohl

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: NO to the $50M grant!

Date: Friday, March 22, 2024 10:25:34 AM
To All Members of the MSF,

I strongly urge you to vote NO to granting $50 Million dollars of taxpayer money to the
Copperwood mine in Gogebic county on Tuesday.

I am one of those "outsiders" who have visited this area as a tourist, enjoying the pristine
wilderness and unspoiled glory of Lake Superior. I have spent money at the

small businesses in the area and visited the Porcupine Mountain State park. We fell in love
with the area and finally purchased a cabin and property in the area, with plans to live there,
and rent it as a wilderness vacation destination.

Michigan does not know what it has here! The outdoor tourist industry is the real economic
boon here. That 50M grant money could go a long way to boosting that tourist industry by
funding a good hospital in the area and supporting the small businesses. A copper sulfide
mine, and all of the traffic, light pollution, noise, and potential for disastrous environmental
consequences, would only spoil it all!

Vote NO on Tuesday,
Best regards,

Karen Grotewohl
Kansas City
Wakefield, Michigan
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From: Mark Lavengood

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: No to the copper mining project in the UP
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 1:24:41 PM

Friends, thank you for taking my email. Please do not allocate our tax payer money to fund
this environmental monstrosity.

Boom and bust operations that leave our labor market in the dust and our land and
communities polluted and toxic is NOT wise ever at all, and should not be a use of our hard
earned money that is taken for tax purposes.

This should be obvious to all in a position of power they were elected into to protect and serve
the people.

Thank you for ear. We all hope you make the right decision in banning this proposed
operation and not funding it.

best,

Mark Lavengood

Entertainment Director, Smiling Acres Music Festival

Collaborative Artist, Founder of Bear Mark Productions

616.485.6855

VISIT MY WEBSITE | PATREON | SPOTIFY | FACEBOOK |

APPLE MUSIC | YOUTUBE | INSTAGRAM

"Mark Lavengood is a great songwriter and a master on the dobro." - Billy Strings

smilingacresfestival.com

marklavengood.com
musicwithmark.com

earthworkmusic.com
bearmarkproductions.com
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From: Lisa Brisley

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: OPPOSE COPPERWOOD MINE PROJECT GRANT
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 4:28:12 PM

Date: February 26, 2024
Subject: Oppose $50 million grant for Copperwood Mine Project
Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Board Members,

We are writing to urge you to oppose the $50 Million grant or any investment in the Copperwood Mine Project whose
location is planned for the Upper Peninsula of Michigan's pristine old-growth Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State
Park, the North County Trail, and Lake Superior shoreline area which would cause long-term harmful impacts on the
environment and the health and well-being of local communities by releasing toxic chemicals that will pollute the land,
air, and water with Lake Superior providing the largest supply of fresh water. The Copperwood Mine Project will
permanently devastate this nationally recognized "gold-standard" outdoor recreational area. Michigan’s outdoor
recreation industry has a significant impact on the state’s economy which contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's
economy annually. An operating copper mine would destroy this thriving outdoor recreation area and the surrounding
communities.

For those MSF Board Members who have not visited this magnificent state and national, natural treasure, you need to
know that Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park features 60,000 acres of old-growth forest, roaring waterfalls,
Lake Superior shoreline, rivers, trails, and ridges. The park’s incomparable vistas make it Michigan’s largest and most
popular state park that has earned national outdoor recreational status that is equivalent to Minnesota's Boundary Waters
Wilderness which was recently saved from a sulfide-ore Copper Mining Project by the smart and swift action of the
Biden-Harris Administration and Interior Secretary Deb Haaland who in 2023 signed a 20-year ban on mining in the
Boundary Waters’ <https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-protects-boundary-waters-area-
watershed> Rainy River Watershed, the ancestral home of the Ojibwe people and a landscape rich with wildlife habitat
and cherished outdoor recreation areas.

Click on links to read articles:

Boundary Waters officially safe from mining for next 20 years | The Wilderness Society
<https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/oGSUCZFKWul160w-1PXYYV2WO02zH7r4d-
Ofx73xCvVrFvO4wwybaFZ50VakyBMDr9gLYByR 1bBZK5d2gAHudzAiFV72HLTud2uNQj8uRmWIAnPYeTYebDo-
1YShFAFTfzFY00XFkVKViZ7ugwxhP0TcwG3qfwp205SwKN8MLP~382SQ-fV5TzJUCICZ105wUYn-H-Amzkootmi-
ibOppuQNhBVOsOoynJo0daq7bnW4R 1 gzpIVhNpDuS8e-

dyLBaMKg9QCygC98nimApmbcSPG7J8f vPpempZAOMgDf~BCoXvQv-
ZBXRFWU2ehEJ52z11Tb9aOR~C7cDQPS8tsycvCqO_SJRNc8wty3DTjRks-KI>

Biden Administration Bans Mining in Boundary Waters Wilderness - The New York Times (nytimes.com)
<https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/26/climate/mining-ban-boundary-waters-copper.htm[>

SULFIDE- ORE COPPER MINING'S Negative Impacts on the Environment and Local Communities:
Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history.

Water Pollution- Copper mining contaminates water sources with heavy metals and chemicals used in the extraction
process which makes drinking water unsafe for human consumption and aquatic ecosystems.

Deforestation - Mining operations clear-cut large areas of land, leading to deforestation and habitat loss for local wildlife.
The mining industry clear-cuts massive areas of land for its operations and generates high amounts of air and water
pollution that contaminate surrounding environments.

Human Health - Exposure to copper dust and pollutants harms the health of nearby residents, leading to respiratory
illness and other serious health problems.
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Loss of Habitat- Copper mining activities destroy native, natural habitats for wildlife, flora, and fauna. It has a
devastating impact on biodiversity which supports all life, including human life.

Land Degradation- The excavation of copper ore disrupts the landscape, causing soil erosion and negatively impacting
and altering natural ecosystems.

Air Pollution- Dust and emissions from mining operations contribute to unhealthy air pollution in surrounding areas.

Acid Mine Drainage- When sulfide minerals in copper ore are exposed to air and water, they create acidic run-off that
harms water quality and aquatic life. In some cases, water quality impacts are so severe that acid mine drainage will
generate water pollution in perpetuity.

PLEASE OPPOSE and DENY this $50 Million grant and any investment in the Copperwood Mine Project and follow the
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland's example and take seriously your and our obligation as American citizens to
steward public lands and waters on behalf of all Americans, and protect the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park
and Lake Superior now and forever.

“The Department of the Interior takes seriously our obligations to steward public lands and waters on behalf of all
Americans. Protecting a place like Boundary Waters is key to supporting the health of the watershed and its surrounding
wildlife, upholding our Tribal trust and treaty responsibilities, and boosting the local recreation economy,” said Secretary
of the Interior Deb Haaland. “With an eye toward protecting this special place for future generations, I have made this
decision using the best-available science and extensive public input.”

Kind regards,
Susan and Lisa Plummer



From: Lisa Brisley

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: OPPOSE COPPERWOOD MINE PROJECT GRANT
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:53:17 AM

Date: March 24, 2024

Subject: Oppose Copperwood Mine Project Grant

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Board Members,

We are writing to urge you to oppose the $50 Million grant or any investment in the
Copperwood Mine Project whose location is planned for the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan's pristine old-growth Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, the North
County Trail, and Lake Superior shoreline area which would cause long-term harmful
impacts on the environment and human health and well-being of local communities
and visitors by releasing toxic chemicals that will pollute the land, air, and water with
Lake Superior providing the largest supply of fresh water. The Copperwood Mine
Project will permanently devastate this nationally recognized "gold-standard" outdoor
recreation area. Michigan’s outdoor recreation industry has a significant impact on the
local and state’s economy which contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's economy
annually. An operating copper mine would destroy this thriving outdoor recreation
area and its economic industry, along with the quality of life of the surrounding
communities.

For those MSF Board Members who have not visited this magnificent state and
national, natural treasure, you need to know that Porcupine Mountains Wilderness
State Park is Michigan's largest state park that features 60,000 acres of old-growth
forest, roaring waterfalls, Lake Superior shoreline, rivers, trails, and ridges. The park’s
pristine water, wilderness trails, natural beauty, and iconic vistas make Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness State Park one of the most popular state parks that has earned
"gold standard" national outdoor recreation status that is equivalent to Minnesota's
Boundary Waters Wilderness which was recently saved from a sulfide-ore Copper
Mining Project by the smart and swift action of the Biden-Harris Administration and
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland who in 2023 signed a 20-year ban on mining in the
Boundary Waters’ Rainy River Watershed, the ancestral home of the Ojibwe people
and a landscape rich with wildlife habitat and cherished outdoor recreation areas.
Click on links to read articles:

Boundary Waters officially safe from mining for next 20 years | The Wilderness
Society

Biden Administration Bans Mining in Boundary Waters Wilderness - The New York

Times (nytimes.com)
SULFIDE- ORE COPPER MINING'S Negative Impacts on the Environment and

Communities.

Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history.

Harmful Health Impacts and Water and Air Pollution- Copper mining contaminates
water sources with heavy metals and chemicals used in the extraction process which
makes drinking water unsafe for human consumption and aquatic ecosystems.
Exposure to copper dust and emissions pollutants from mining operations contributes
to unhealthy air which harms human health leading to respiratory iliness and other
serious health problems, and harms wildlife and the environment.

Negative Impacts on the Local and State Economy - Mining only creates



mailto:lsb515@comcast.net
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-protects-boundary-waters-area-watershed
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-protects-boundary-waters-area-watershed
https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/JFNaiyekDAkOwF-VXS8n-KgDN6nxaZZ5TaqxKni93Dm-D3lYdBfzU-zzBMYcP8thC34rqZdnLyuDutj44LnHpHJ_Trp464NrBcV0uDv~wkxPLyonm-L2WuAuWXEcPgw~XEXMY~FowNaWJK~C0xRz6YTZ3j-G~Fv3NZeBo6xMlbjEg9a5KNK9t25efE-A0DsKlElfTzwCv7mHpRlkDj~~ea__U-cRffvtkLzRYS4ACTZEbGbSYVA9m7bL-L4_XhiNQixliq_LQLXMK~cIT~_BP0dP94623aCe-Z3Ey4u-fc4JkViFbGhITq9iMoIfSgT9tRMtoJ7qtz_8fOD60dLOMZT4CnAtwh62RlKBg7ZN8k
https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/JFNaiyekDAkOwF-VXS8n-KgDN6nxaZZ5TaqxKni93Dm-D3lYdBfzU-zzBMYcP8thC34rqZdnLyuDutj44LnHpHJ_Trp464NrBcV0uDv~wkxPLyonm-L2WuAuWXEcPgw~XEXMY~FowNaWJK~C0xRz6YTZ3j-G~Fv3NZeBo6xMlbjEg9a5KNK9t25efE-A0DsKlElfTzwCv7mHpRlkDj~~ea__U-cRffvtkLzRYS4ACTZEbGbSYVA9m7bL-L4_XhiNQixliq_LQLXMK~cIT~_BP0dP94623aCe-Z3Ey4u-fc4JkViFbGhITq9iMoIfSgT9tRMtoJ7qtz_8fOD60dLOMZT4CnAtwh62RlKBg7ZN8k
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/26/climate/mining-ban-boundary-waters-copper.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/26/climate/mining-ban-boundary-waters-copper.html

economic gains for companies, not local communities. Local communities must
bear the cost of environmental degradation and the harmful impacts on human health
while the economic gains are exported to the owners and stockholders of mining
companies. Michigan is a water state with more lakes and river miles than most other
states and outdoor recreation industries are what will sustain Michigan into the future.
Outdoor Recreation Industry dollars are breaking records in Michigan. This depends
on clean, pristine water and wild areas preserved in their natural, pristine state. It
would be tragic to pursue a mythic, polluting economy like sulfide-ore copper mining
that would ruin Michigan's most sustainable and powerful economic engine ~ "gold
standard" outdoor recreation industry.

Deforestation - Mining operations clear-cut large areas of land, leading to
deforestation and habitat loss for local wildlife. The mining industry clear-cuts massive
areas of land for its operations and generates high amounts of air and water pollution
that contaminate surrounding environments.

Loss of Habitat- Copper mining activities destroy native, natural habitats for wildlife,
flora, and fauna. It has a devastating impact on biodiversity which supports all life,
including human life.

Land Degradation- The excavation of copper ore disrupts the landscape, causing
soil erosion and negatively impacting and altering natural ecosystems.

Acid Mine Drainage- When sulfide minerals in copper ore are exposed to air and
water, they create acidic run-off that harms water quality and aquatic life. In some
cases, water quality impacts are so severe that acid mine drainage will generate
water pollution in perpetuity.

PLEASE OPPOSE and DENY this $50 Million grant and any investment in the
Copperwood Mine Project and follow the U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland's
example and take seriously your and our obligation as American citizens to steward
public lands and waters on behalf of all Americans, and protect the Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness State Park and Lake Superior now and forever.

“The Department of the Interior takes seriously our obligations to steward public lands
and waters on behalf of all Americans. Protecting a place like Boundary Waters is key
to supporting the health of the watershed and its surrounding wildlife, upholding our
Tribal trust and treaty responsibilities, and boosting the local recreation economy,”
said Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland. “With an eye toward protecting this
special place for future generations, | have made this decision using the best-
available science and extensive public input.”

Kind regards,

Lisa Brisley Plummer and Susan Plummer



From: Brooke Tharp

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Oppose Copperwood Mine

Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 10:48:05 AM
Hello!

| registered to give public comment at today's meeting but was not able to speak
because allotted time ran out.

Here is my message:

My name is Brooke Tharp and | am a resident of Marquette MI. | oppose the 50
million dollar grant for the Copperwood mine. There’s lots of talk about how this will
boost the economy. However, The copper-concentrate from the proposed mine will
be shipped out of country for, so many of the best-paying jobs won'’t go to
Michiganders, nor even to Americans. Mining jobs are not sustainable jobs.

Please consider that this mine may harm the upper peninsula’s status as a tourist
destination, further harming the UP and Michigan’s economy. Lake Superior

represents 10% of the world’s surface freshwater. The proposed Copperwood Mine

would also be immediately adjacent to the North Country Trail — the longest of all
national hiking trails — and Porcupine Mountains Wilderness, recently ranked as the
most beautiful State Park in the country.

The potential for destruction of our freshwater source it too great. This is a FOREIGN
company, so most of the money from the natural resources would be leaving the
country.

Thank you for your consideration,

Brooke Tharp
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From: Mr. Buck Cunningham, Cunningham"s Ugottawanna Martial Arts

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: OPPOSED to michigan strategic fund
Date: Saturday, March 23, 2024 10:21:27 PM

My name is Robert E. Cunningham. | am an lllinois resident and a frequent visitor to
the North Country Trail National Hiking Trail in the Porcupine Mountains THIS is a
closer-to-the-truth picture of what THEY ( biden sycophants on down to the wind
companies and lessees) are planning on doing to the Porcupine Mountains and other
distinctive areas of OUR Country. | wish to state my strong opposition to the Michigan
Strategic Fund and any mining in, near or around LAKE SUPERIOR. The most
accurately descriptive word that comes to my mind (as a 35 year career Professional
Wildlife Biologist) is RAPE of the land. It is an aggressive ASSAULT that will have
destructive impacts and will leave permanent scars (with repeated assaults for killing
any restorative vegetation). What wildlife that isn't DIRECTLY KILLED (bats, eagles
and other birds) will be displaced by the loss of habitat or will move away from the
area because of the known (and yet to be discovered) negative effects of the
detectable noise and undetectable vibrations from the uselessly spinning blades.
There are also known and yet to be revealed deleterious health effects from these
obnoxious monsters upon human beings and farm animals. People are NOT
FIGHTING against these things as aggressively as they should be. Keep in mind that
china is continuing to build coal-fired power plants today to ensure THEIR country has
a nation-strengthening and reliable power supply. No one is protesting THAT as WE
THE PEOPLE continue to ALLOW those behind COPPER MINING or wind turbines
to MAKE OBSOLETE the very lyrics to "America the Beautiful" !
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From: Thomas Fazica

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Opposed to the grant for copper mining.
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 8:46:19 AM
Keep Michigan green.

Get Outlook for Android
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From: Anne Steinberg

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Opposing grant to Copperwood mine
Date: Sunday, March 24, 2024 4:27:54 PM

I urge you to not give any taxpayer revenue to the Copperwood mine project. I very much
oppose this metallic sulfide mine being built so close to Lake Superior and the Porcupine
Mountains and North Country Trail.

I have made many trips to the Porkies to hike, camp and country ski. It is a very special place
for many of us who live nearby in the Midwest (and even farther) for the old growth forest
and for the clean water — the many rivers and Lake Superior. And for the peace and quiet.
With the foresight of many generations of people living in Michigan, this area has been
preserved from timber harvests and from pollution. The efforts to save the Porkies during
World War II was led by Aldo Leopold and others who saw the value of the area and
preserved it as a State Wilderness. Much effort has also gone into the sections of the North
Country trail nearby.

This mine is not a good investment. I don’t see how this mine project will lead to economic
revitalization in the area. Instead, the current economy is largely based on tourism which is not
compatible with a large scale mine. The economy would be better revitalized by more
investment in tourism infrastructure than putting industrial infrastructure and activity in the
rural area. . Moreover, the community could very easily be left with enormous costs if — or
more realistically, when — the Tailings Disposal Facility leaks into the watershed and even
Lake Superior. The facility will be storing waste forever — even when the mining company is
long gone.

There has never been such a mine that didn’t contaminate water and this is no place for a
metallic sulfide mine.

Thank you for taking my comment.

Anne Steinberg
2934 N. Prospect Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53211
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From: Kristin Van Vliet

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Opposition of proposed grant to Copperwood Mine in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 10:06:48 AM

To whom it may concern,

I’m writing to document my opposition to the taxpayer funded grant to the inexperienced copper mining company,
Highland Copper, for their Copperwood mining project in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

The type of mine and ore it will extract pose too much risk to the surrounding ecosystem compared to the economic
reward of this type of mine. The mine’s proximity is precariously close to the precious resource of Lake Superior. If
anything goes wrong with the Tailings Disposal Facility, contamination of 10% of the world’s fresh surface water
inevitable.

The proposed metallic sulfide mine is also steps away from the North Country Trail and the Porcupine Mountains
State Park. Ecotourism and outdoor recreation is a much more profitable, long lasting, and ecologically sound
industry in which to invest this strategic funding. Both ecotourism and outdoor recreation provide sustained
economic benefits and sustain the fragile ecosystems, drawing many people to the area supporting other businesses
at the same time. Unlike mining, which extracts the meager resources, endangering workers health and the
environment in the process, and leaves when the resource is exhausted.

In conclusion, I strongly oppose the Copperwood mining project proposed to be located squarely in the 1842 Treaty
Territory of the Anishinaabe/Ojibwe people. All metallic sulfide mines contaminate the environment, and this one in
particular poses too much risk to the inhabitants and ecosystem compared to the proposed economic reward. These
lands are sacred to the Native people living there, and integral to their subsistence and survival. The precious
resources of fresh water, old growth forests, and pristine lands for outdoor recreation are far more valuable than a
hazardous mine extracting poor quality metallic sulfides.

Sincerely,
Kristin Van Vliet
Dexter, MI 48130
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From: Ava Sehoyan

To: MEDC MSF Comments; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC);
britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov;
wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants; sharpstik@aol.com

Subject: Opposition of the Copperwood Mining Project
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 3:46:18 PM
Hello,

I am a student currently living in Marquette and studying Environmental Policy and
Sustainability at Northern Michigan University. It has come to my attention that the Michigan
Strategic Fund is considering a grant for the Copperwood Mining Project. This grant
absolutely cannot pass, for the sake of our economy, environment, and people of the U.P.
Local support from the community opposes the implementation of this grant, and there is
currently a circulating petition with more than 11,000 signatures. That number is greater than
the populations of the towns (Wakefield, Bessemer, [ronwood) closest to the mines combined.
Contrary to popular belief, this area is not "the middle of nowhere". This area, including the
Porcupine Mountains, Lake Superior, and the North Country Trail, is one of the most popular
and spectacular outdoor recreation areas in the country. Annually, Michigan's economy makes
over $10 billion from the contributions of outdoor recreation. Mining contributes about $1
billion annually, in comparison. The implementation of an operating mine in this area would
disrupt this thriving area with noise and light pollution, subterranean blasting, and heavy
industrial traffic. Additionally, Copperwood Mine would be the closest copper sulfide mine to
Lake Superior in history. Copper sulfide mines are known to consistently contaminate and
tailings dams are not invincible. Copper is not a critical mineral, and there is no urgent need to
fund such a project. Additionally, Highland Copper is a foreign company, largely funded by
foreign investors, and much of the jobs involved in processing the copper are set to be based in
Canada, meaning the highest-paying jobs will be given to foreigners.

Please consider how the economic impacts of this project are not as prosperous as they seem,
and please listen to the voices of the people who actually live and work in this area. I urge you
to oppose this grant, and protect our wilderness and outdoor recreation economy.

Sincerely,

Ava Sehoyan
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From: Sarah Zollweg

Cc: MEDC MSF Comments; ron@euclidindustries.com; ronbeebe49@aol.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC);
LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov;
susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov;
rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson;
dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com;
randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC

ContractsAndGrants
Subject: Opposition statement to Copperwood grant
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 4:15:28 PM

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund board members,

I'm writing regarding the potential $50M grant for the Copperwood project. I very
STRONGLY OPPOSE this grant for several reasons.

First, there is strong opposition among locals and beyond to this project -- there is currently a
change.org petition with over 11,000 signatures opposing.

Second, this project risks major damage (pollution, noise, industrial traffic) to a heavily used
and dearly loved recreation area, which is also a major economic driver in the area. This mine
would also be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history, and these mines are high
contaminants -- we can't risk the recreational impact as well as the health of those who get
water supply from and recreate in the lake. As a nurse, and after seeing the harm caused by
contaminated water in Flint, I am extremely concerned about the health effects of locals and
visitors.

Third, this project is not likely to be economically positive for Michigan -- Highland Copper is
a foreign company, funded by foreign investors, and with most high-paying jobs going to
people out of not only MI, but outside the U.S. There are also warning signs of instability --
they haven't been able to get funding after more than 10 years of efforts, and their CEO
recently stepped down . The project also is only going to run for 11 years, and there's a
tendency for metal mines to open and close repeatedly, which puts Michigan workers in a
precarious situation. There have also been studies showing that few (<25%) of these mines
actually contribute to long-term economic benefit in communities.

Given the lack of support and approval of this project, the enormous potential for damage to
an important recreation area (including Lake Superior), and the low potential for economic
benefit, this $50M grant would be much better spent elsewhere. Not only is this project not
likely to be of benefit, but the high potential for harm is great.

Thank you so very much for considering my input,
Sarah Zollweg, PhD, RN


mailto:sarahzollweg@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org
mailto:ron@euclidindustries.com
mailto:ronbeebe49@aol.com
mailto:messerq@michigan.org
mailto:LockwoodA@michigan.gov
mailto:davenportn3@michigan.org
mailto:britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org
mailto:LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov
mailto:LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov
mailto:LEO-Comms@michigan.gov
mailto:wes@muskegoncc.com
mailto:susan.corbin@michigan.gov
mailto:susanrcorbin@gmail.com
mailto:MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov
mailto:eubanksr@michigan.gov
mailto:rachael.eubanks@gmail.com
mailto:dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com
mailto:dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com
mailto:dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com
mailto:tmeyering@gmail.com
mailto:info@thechemicogroup.com
mailto:lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com
mailto:crothstein@beringea.com
mailto:crothstein@gmail.com
mailto:sue@jetcofederal.com
mailto:randy.thelen@rightplace.org
mailto:cindy.warner@360ofme.com
mailto:cindylwarner1@gmail.com
mailto:wieferichb@michigan.gov
mailto:schwabv@michigan.org
mailto:wilforde@michigan.gov
mailto:erikwilford@yahoo.com
mailto:ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org
mailto:ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fchange.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdavenportn3%40michigan.org%7Cfcd77cc424d343e35dfc08dc2434122f%7Ce1b7ea2e68834a89aeb93c559a238b28%7C0%7C0%7C638425053276000601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PGj4Oqaz8G5IzkLw2bERfjNZDRVcyShGuBtWSSyxrUM%3D&reserved=0

From: shystr e

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: OPPOSITION to $50 Million Grant for Highland Copper Mine Project, Bessemer, Michigan
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 8:04:40 PM

Hello!

Please consider this a message urging a "NO" decision on Highland Copper's request for a $50 million
grant from the State of Michigan Strategic Fund to develop a huge copper mine complex just up-slope
from Lake Superior, and immediately adjacent to Michigan's gem, the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness
State Park.

The small amount of copper that might be successfully extracted from the site, is far outweighed by the
dangers of environmental damage to Lake Superior, the largest clean body of fresh water on the planet.
In short, the water is worth more than the copper to be extracted.

The biggest concern is with Hlighland Copper's plan for a 323-acre waste containment facility erected on
topography sloping towards Lake Superior.

Western Lake Superior has experienced, in the last decade, several massive storms placed in the ONCE
IN A THOUSAND YEARS category. The Hlghland Copper waste containment facility is situated where
several streams have been re-routed. THIS HAS NOT BEEN A GOOD STRATEGY in the Western Lake
Superior region in recent years. Massive summer storms have devastated projects where streams have
been re-routed, and the catastrophic flash flooding finds the water following its old paths, disregarding the
re-routing plans of humans.

One example is the July 11, 2016 destruction of the Saxon Harbor Marina (less than 20 miles west of the
Hlghland Copper site) in Iron County, Wisconsin. The Saxon Harbor Marina had re-routed Oronto Creek
and Parker Creek to flow together into Lake Superior east of the basin, which was used for the docks and
ramps for the marina. But on July 11, 2016, massive flooding found the creeks flowing back into the
Saxon Harbor basin, destroying the docks and pushing dozens of boats out into Lake Superior. A local
firefighter died. The Marina was a total loss, requiring a complete re-build at a cost of $14 million.

https://apnews.com/general-news-ba400419a6e2443f99a3a6a0956db386

Recent storms have also destroyed, more than once, the Lake-walk complex at Duluth, Minnesota, also
in Western Lake Superior. After destruction twice (in ONCE-in-a-thousand-year storms) the Duluth Lake-
walk has been re-constructed for a third time.

The Highland Copper plan for relocating streams in the footprint of its 323-acre waste containment facility
is suspect. Its plans also rely optimistically on encountering only ONCE-in-a-HUNDRED-years storms.
But as noted above, the Western Lake Superior region has encountered a number of ONCE-in-a-
THOUSAND-year storms in the last decade, with much destruction as a result. The Highland Copper
waste containment plan is inadequate and not capable of withstanding the storms we now see in Western
Lake Superior on a regular basis.

Highland Copper is a Canadian company, without long-term commitment to our region. Their plans for
re-routing streams for their waste containment facility located up-slope from Lake Superior, put the
drinking water of Lake Superior (and indeed, of the entire Great Lakes system) at risk.

This is not a project worthy of investment of taxpayer dollars by the State of Michigan Strategic Fund.

Thank you.

~Paul M. Erspamer
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From: shystr e

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: OPPOSITION to $50 Million Grant for Highland Copper Mine Project, Bessemer, Michigan
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 4:25:27 AM

Hello!

Please consider this a message urging a "NO" decision on Highland Copper's request for a $50 million
grant from the State of Michigan Strategic Fund to develop a huge copper mine complex just up-slope
from Lake Superior, and immediately adjacent to Michigan's gem, the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness
State Park.

The small amount of copper that might be successfully extracted from the site, is far outweighed by the
dangers of environmental damage to Lake Superior, the largest clean body of fresh water on the planet.
In short, the water is worth more than the copper to be extracted.

A. The biggest concern is with Hlghland Copper's plan for a 323-acre waste containment facility erected
on topography sloping towards Lake Superior.

Western Lake Superior has experienced, in the last decade, several massive storms placed in the ONCE
IN A THOUSAND YEARS category. The Highland Copper waste containment facility (a.k.a. Tailings
Pond) is situated where several streams have been re-routed. THIS HAS NOT BEEN A GOOD
STRATEGY in the Western Lake Superior region in recent years. Massive summer storms have
devastated projects where streams have been re-routed, and the catastrophic flash flooding finds the
water following its old paths, disregarding the re-routing plans of humans.

One example is the July 11, 2016 destruction of the Saxon Harbor Marina (less than 20 miles west of the
Hlighland Copper site) in Iron County, Wisconsin. The Saxon Harbor Marina had re-routed Oronto Creek
and Parker Creek to flow together into Lake Superior east of the basin, which was used for the docks and
ramps for the marina. But on July 11, 2016, massive flooding found the creeks flowing back into the
Saxon Harbor basin, destroying the docks and pushing dozens of boats out into Lake Superior. A local
firefighter died. The Marina was a total loss, requiring a complete re-build at a cost of $14 million.

https://apnews.com/general-news-ba400419a6e2443f99a3a6a0956db386

Recent storms have also destroyed, more than once, the Lake-walk complex at Duluth, Minnesota, also
in Western Lake Superior. After destruction twice (in ONCE-in-a-thousand-year storms) the Duluth Lake-
walk has now been re-constructed for a third time.

The Highland Copper plan for relocating streams in the footprint of its 323-acre waste containment facility
is suspect. Its plans also rely optimistically on encountering only ONCE-in-a-HUNDRED-years storms.
But as noted above, the Western Lake Superior region has encountered a number of ONCE-in-a-
THOUSAND-year storms in the last decade, with much destruction as a result. The Highland Copper
waste containment plan is inadequate and not capable of withstanding the storms we now see in Western
Lake Superior on a regular basis.

B. The second major concern is that Highland Copper apparently intends to mine copper at the site for a
period of 10-12 years. Unfortunately, this brief period of hoped-for benefits to the local economy does not
justify the very great likelihood of long-term need for governmental intervention when (as is often the case
with sulfide mining) there are discharges of acidic mine waste from the site in decades or centuries to
come. For example, copper mining near Hubbell and Lake Linden, Michigan in Houghton County in the
Upper Peninsula ended in the first half of the Twentieth Century. However, even now, a century later,
Torch Lake (just south of Lake Linden) remains a "SUPERFUND" site with active cleanup operations
overseen by the Federal EPA. Torch Lake itself is highly acidic and largely unable to support life,
showing the long-term duration of mine waste contamination. The mining companies who created the
mess in Torch Lake are long gone from the scene, of course, leaving taxpayers to fund the cleanup.
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Highland Copper is a Canadian company, without long-term commitment to our region. Their plans for
re-routing streams for their waste containment facility located up-slope from Lake Superior, put the
drinking water of Lake Superior (and indeed, of the entire Great Lakes system) at risk.

Because of the short duration of expected benefits, and the substantial likelihood of environmental
damage, | ask you to join me in concluding this is not a project appropriate for investment of taxpayer
dollars by the State of Michigan Strategic Fund.

Thank you.

~Paul M. Erspamer



From: Jared Hautamaki

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Opposition to Copperwood Grant
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 8:59:56 PM

As a UP farmer and former EPA enforcement attorney that worked in Superfund mining
cases...just no. The environment and recreational value of the land undisturbed is greater than
any mineral extraction could fund in reclamation and remediation. Please do not fund this

desecration.
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From: Eleanor bolich

To: MEDC MSF Comments; ron@euclidindustries.com; ronbeebe49@aol.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC);
LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie Davenport (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-
DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov;
susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov;
rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson;
dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com;
randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC

ContractsAndGrants
Subject: Opposition to Copperwood Mine Grant
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024 5:25:29 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to encourage you to oppose the granting of 50 million dollars to the proposed Highland's Copperwood
Mine project. I am a lifelong yooper and my livelihood is dependent on tourism to this beautiful area of our state
like many members of my community, [ronwood, Michigan.

The proposed mine will impact visitors to the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, a large draw for tourists
to our area. The mine will be situated directly outside the west entrance to the park creating noise and light pollution
that will impact one of the largest campgrounds in the park and tourists' ability to enjoy the iconic Presqu'ile River
and its many waterfalls. While the impact of this is difficult to quantify, I know personally that my employer's
business would suffer along with many other area businesses.

I hope you can see the senselessness in providing such a significant amount of money to a Canadian company to aid
in building a mine that has the potential to negatively impact the local economy in such a significant manner. I
sincerely hope that the tax dollars of hard working Michiganders will not be spent in such a foolish manner.

Thank you for reading,
Eleanor Bolich

241 E. Michigan Ave.
Ironwood, MI 49938

(906)364-1969
eleanorlouisebolich@gmail.com <mailto:eleanorloui lich@gmail.com>
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From: Bryan Smigielski

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Opposition to Copperwood Mine
Date: Sunday, March 24, 2024 8:04:15 PM

My name is Bryan smigielski, I'm a resident of Detroit Michigan, am a yearly visitor to the
Porcupine wilderness area and I strongly oppose the grant to the Copperwood Mine because,
having backpacked the entirety of the 2600 mile pacific crest trail and most major trails in the
Michigan region, I know that there is truly nothing else that compares to the unique experience
of the porcupine mountains. It is absolutely unthinkable to imagine coming face to face with
such a massive industrial presence right in the middle of a globally unique nature excursion.

The purpose of my comment is simply that we need to be absolutely clear that any talk of net
economic gain for the region is predicated on arbitrarily picking a narrow timescale to make
our assessments -- even if we aren't considering the risk of catastrophic failure.

We're all here to talk about inserting a massive industrial presence at the heart of one of the
most famous and pristine natural areas in the country. We know that this proposed mining
project will be absolutely unproductive after a single a decade of extractive profiteering-- and
yet will continue to tarnish the Porcupine wilderness area upon which the current regional
economy is based--with a gargantuan, risky, tailings dam waste facility visible from the
famous Lake of the clouds overlook, * forever*.

The massive waste facility that this project will leave behind after its short, extractive 11 year
period of operation, will require ongoing state monitoring and maintenance forever, that is, for
the rest of time.

 Over time, tailings dams deteriorate due to factors like erosion, seismic or extreme weather
events, and aging. To be clear, deterioration is not a potential risk, it is an absolute tendency.
* Rehabilitating and repairing these structures is essential to prevent failures and
environmental disasters.

* The cost of rehabilitating non-federal dams in the United States is estimated at $60.70
billion2 -- not even including the extreme costs of catastrophic failures.

This means that any attempt at framing 11 years of extractive mining as economically
advantageous, against a literal eternity of taxpayer funded risk monitoring and costly
maintenance amidst statically worsening weather events, and a permanent detriment to the
area's sustainable recreation industry, is clearly and irrefutably delusional.

Please think beyond short term profits,

Sincerely,
Bryan Smigielski


mailto:bessociety@gmail.com
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From: K Barnes

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Opposition to funding extended mining that will destroy natural wildlife and ecosystems
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 5:33:08 PM

I am adamantly opposed to the expansion of mining that will destroy natural habitats and wildlife such as beaver dams, forests, wetlands,
mountains etc.

Mi UP mining has already destroyed large areas and some owe taxes they should pay on.

Existing mines are not used up and just because it’s easier for them to strip mine new areas doesn’t make it right.

“In the Wilderness is the Preservation of the World”

Let’s use what we have, recycle and reduce consumption.

There’s no excuse for habitat destruction. I’'m opposed to giving the Tilden mine money for land that should be preserved for posterity not
destroyed for short term profit for a few.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Barnes,

Don’t Waste Michigan-Sherwood Chapter
&

Greenwoods Art Wildlife Sanctuary

PO Box 26

Sherwood, Mi 49089

"In the wilderness is the preservation of the world"

My Fine Art:

kathrynbarnes.com <https://us01.z.antigena.com/I/9U-

rwbumV3K 1pZqJ55x3 ABGixh6rofg ANZCDCPObgHENZK gu2y]SWV~GeBT1EPMidCPdxIbj0PiglGmOb4YIwfrfajeh4m3v4NoNXbtCC~Heax-
Qj0Q04gSSiNe6SYYTa~04ETnKKDglew-FOwX7Y 7iuJUCH2gno~t7HZgTrgS970STooMyoc-M8~66>
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From: paula mohan

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Opposition to funding the Copperwood mining project
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 11:27:47 PM
Attachments: MSFadministrators-Copperwoodarant.pdf

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my comments on the decision of the board to approve
a MSF grant to Highland Copper.

My comments are attached via pdf in order to keep the formatting intact.

Cordially,
Paula Mohan


mailto:paulamohan@gmail.com
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To Administrators of the MSF Grant:

| appreciate the opportunity to weigh in on the advisability of approving a MSF $50M grant to the
Copperwood mining project. | urge the members of the committee to reject the grant applied for
by Highland Copper because, under deeper scrutiny, the project does not meet the
requirements of the grant and its operation has the risk of undermining the existing economic
infrastructure in the region.

When | carefully read the grant application, | see that those projects eligible for funding are
“‘designed to provide grants, loans and other economic assistance to businesses for
highly competitive projects that create jobs and/or provide investment toward a net-
positive return to Michigan”.

Given the nature and the risks associated with sulfide mining, the notion that a mining project
sited in this region of the UP could result a “net-positive” return is highly suspect. The costs of
trying to restore the habitat, the waterways, and the land itself from environmental
contamination caused by mining operations would far exceed any economic benefit the region
could receive. Since Michigan legislators have yet to pass laws which would hold the companies
who conduct extractive operations liable for leaks or other forms of pollution, taxpayers would

be on the hook for funding clean-ups and residents would suffer health risks from the exposure
to contaminants. Rather than be a “net-positive” return, a questionable project like the
Copperwood mine would economically leave the region in the red for a significant number of
years.

Secondly, the terms of the grant stipulates that they are intended to create long-lasting
economic development and should be at near-term cash before they are given.

According to its prospectus, Highland Copper plans the Copperwood mine to operate for eleven
years and then will begin remediation, though the tailing disposal facility would remain in
existence as a permanent structure. A mining operation that would be active for eleven years
would not lead to the growth of other businesses in the region; those employed would lose their
positions when the mine ended. Moreover, given the technical expertise required to operate
mining equipment, it’s highly unlikely that many local residents would have the training to get
those jobs. Instead, outside trained workers would likely be imported into the region for the life
of the mine, leaving when the mine closes.

While Highland Copper hopes to attract more investors to fund the mining operation, banking on
the endorsement of this board through the MSF grant, the provisions of the grant specify that
adequate operating funds are supposed to be already in place.

Thirdly, the intent of the program is to create economic diversification in the region and
promote a resilient business environment.

The effect of siting a sulfide mine in this region would not promote a resilient business
environment, but instead would undermine the existing economic drivers based in recreation,
organic farming, and fishing. The “externalities” that accompany mining operations include





noise, light pollution, increased trucking, blasting, and a lessening of the quality of life for all
residents and wildlife in addition to the risk of environmental contamination. The profit generated
by recreation activities is the basis of the region and it depends on the wilderness and the gift of
silence as part of its appeal. A mining operation is incompatible with the existing economic base
and could undermine it significantly, putting other businesses in peril.

Finally, the location of the conservation areas and the impact on them if a sulfide mine
were located within the region needs to be taken into account.

Porcupine Mountains is considered a wilderness area, one of the most beautiful parks in the
United States. The mining site would border the North Trail, just made part of the National Park
system. While these regions have special protection, the mining operations would take place
outside of their jurisdiction, yet close enough that they would be at risk from impact of the mine.

While legally, extractive operations could take place that close to a protected area, board
members are in a position to see the entire “big picture” and really think about the fit of a mine in
the vicinity of a wilderness area and see its incompatibility.

Rather, | would urge board members to think more imaginatively about the types of
developments that would enhance the existing resources of the area and build on those
strengths rather than undermining them. This idea falls in line with the global effort to not only
expand the number of “protected places”, but keep in mind the need to expand their boundaries
to lessen the impact of industries beyond their jurisdictions.

Thank you for your time.

Paula Mohan
1025 Jenifer St.
Madison, WI 53703

Sources:

https://www.michiganbusiness.org/4add23/globalassets/documents/reports/fact-
sheets/mbdp-guidelines.pdf

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2024/can-we-save-nature-
with-crazy-shapes/




https://www.michiganbusiness.org/4add23/globalassets/documents/reports/fact-sheets/mbdp-guidelines.pdf

https://www.michiganbusiness.org/4add23/globalassets/documents/reports/fact-sheets/mbdp-guidelines.pdf

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2024/can-we-save-nature-with-crazy-shapes/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2024/can-we-save-nature-with-crazy-shapes/




From: Jacob Skwirsk

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Cc: ron@euclidindustries.com; ronbeebe49@aol.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie

Davenport (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-
Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Opposition to Highland Copper copper mine grant

Date: Saturday, February 3, 2024 8:01:40 PM

To whom it concerns,

I am writing to give my opinion on the $50 million Copperwood mining project grant. I
strongly oppose this grant receiving endorsement from the state as it will not protect our
natural wilderness that many Michiganders, including myself, visit throughout the year and
will be a burden on Michigan's economy.

This project will without a doubt lead to contamination of the area and is not an economically
important decision for the state of Michigan. Without outdoor recreation, which contributes
over $10 billion to Michigan's economy annually (whereas mining is $1 billion), the Michigan
economy would take a huge hit, especially for those who depend on tourism for income. An
operating mine would disrupt this thriving outdoor recreation area with noise pollution, light
pollution, subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial traffic. In addition, Copperwood would
be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history. Copper sulfide mines always

contaminate and tailings dams are far from invincible.

Environmental impacts aside, this will only hurt Michigan economically. Highland Copped is
a foreign company with primarily foreign investors. According to a feasibility study conducted
by Highland Copper, copper will be transported to Canada for processing, meaning most if not
all of the highest-paying jobs will go to foreigners. This is also a risky investment; The
company only has a market cap of $43 million — well short of the $390 million in startup
capital required — MSF would be investing in a company that likely will be taken over by a
larger partner at some point before the mine is up and running.

Even if this mine was owned and operated by a Michigan based company, no long-term
benefits would come from the project. A study conducted at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and University of California-Santa Barabara showed only 25% of mines have a long-
standing economical impact. Amongst those that did have a positive outcome, half came from
before 1982 and most were coal strip mines out West. Michiganders are extremely unlikely to
benefit from this in their local communities.

Finally, Highland Copper no doubt touted their "resolutions of support" gathered from
area town halls. Keep in mind, those resolutions were agreed upon by no more than
two or three dozen people. Meanwhile, there is a petition with over 11,000 signatures
opposing the mine.

Please consider these points and ensure that Highland Copper will not construct a mine in
Michigan's pristine nature.
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Best,

Jacob Skwirsk (he/him/his)
MS Robotics

BS Computer Science
University of Michigan

skwirskj@umich.edu
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From: Anita Lockabey

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Opposition to the Copperwood Grant
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 12:53:51 PM

I respectfully request that you DO NOT AWARD THE PROPOSED GRANT TO COPPERWOOD.

The mine site is right next door to the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, ranked last year as the MOST
BEAUTIFUL STATE PARK IN AMERICA. Many of the influences from Copperwood, such as light pollution,
noise pollution, subterranean blasting, and industrial traffic, will radiate beyond private property lines and risk
negatively impacting not just the ecosystem, but also the experience of human visitors like myself, many of whom
come here specifically to escape hectic city life.

Outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan’s economy annually. An operating mine would disrupt
this thriving outdoor recreation area with noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial
traffic.

I am greatly alarmed by the construction of a 323-acre tailings disposal facility, the closest in history to Lake
Superior. Tailings dams are far from invincible, and I worry about the future of Lake Superior, the largest, wildest,
and cleanest of the Great Lakes, representing 10% of the world's surface freshwater.

In addition, on a very personal note, I was born and raised near Detroit, and we vacationed every summer in the
Porcupine Mountains. When I was 12, my parents moved us all to California. I had never wanted to leave my
beloved Michigan, especially the Porkies, and after becoming widowed and retiring, I was fortunate enough to move
back to the home of my heart and soul. It took 56 years, but I made it January 12, 2023!! The past 12 months, I
have spent uncountable hours hiking in the Porkies, most frequently at Presque Isle (adjacent to the proposed mine
site), and I was absolutely devastated to learn of the Cooperwood project.

For these reasons and more, Copperwood cannot be allowed to move forward and endanger the health of the Lake
and of the environment, and the right of humans to enjoy a moment of peace in nature. Please do NOT provide the
Copperwood project with any grant money whatsoever.

Sincerely,

Anita Lockabey
Ontonagon resident and avid Porcupine Mountains hiker
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From: Josh Kieser

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Opposition to the Copperwood Mining Project
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 4:11:08 PM

Dear MI Strategic Fund Board Members & To Whom It May Concern:

I'm writing to express strong opposition to the Copperwood Mining Project in the western Upper Peninsula, which is
currently being considered for a $50 million grant.

Such mining directly pollutes air, land, and water. Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior
in history. Copper sulfide mines always contaminate <https://earthworks.org/issues/copper-sulfide-
mining/#:~:text=A%20peer%2Dreviewed%20study%200f,and%20risks%20t0%20public%20health> . The
Copperwood Project is slated to take place at the juncture of the UP's highest-value natural settings: the Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness, the North Country Trail, and Lake Superior. This is one of the most spectacular outdoor
recreation areas in the country. An operating mine would disrupt this high-value outdoor recreation area with noise
pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial traffic. Mining is a boom and bust economy,
while the Outdoor Recreation economy is sustainable and strong.

Copper is NOT a critical mineral <https://www.eenews.net/articles/usgs-rejects-push-to-make-copper-a-critical-
mineral/> and copper mining it is not an urgent need. The Copperwood project supposedly would produce only

enough copper to supply 3500 EV Batteries... On the other hand, refer to this petition with over 11,000 signatures
<http:/www.change.org/ProtectThePorkies> . 11,000 people is more than the populations of the closest three towns
to the proposed Mine combined (Wakefield, Bessemer, and Ironwood), while 3500 EV batteries wouldn't even be
enough to supply the town of Ironwood.

Funding new low-grade copper mining in the Lake Superior watershed would be an affront to common sense and
decency. The UP is one of the last unspoiled areas in the nation and Lake Superior makes up 10% of the world's
surface freshwater. As our planet becomes hotter and drier and many American cities must ship in water from
hundreds of miles away, we must do everything we can to protect the integrity of the largest freshwater lake on
Earth.

For all these reasons and more, I and many others strongly oppose the funding and development of the Copperwood
Mining Project. Thank you for your consideration.

- Josh Kieser -
Michigan Resident
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Any gains from mining must be weighed
against risks to outdoor recreation

1 ) The well-known travel publication Fodor's is advising readers not to travel to the Lake Superior

region in 2024, specifically citing environmental issues negatively impacting Indigenous resources.
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Indigenous people began inhabiting the boreal forests surrounding Lake Suerior

approximately 8,500 to 10,000 years ago. The Ojibwe, who call themselves Anishinaabe,
came from the East Coast to the Great Lakes in the 1400s, subsisting on game, wild rice,
and fish. Fish remains a staple, but it is threatened by pollutants. Fish consumption

“For a lot of Native nations that live either on Lake Superior or in close proximity to it, fish
has been the backbone of not only tribal economies but ways of life for a long time. These
continual advisories have the potential to be really devastating,” says Katrina Phillips, a
citizen of the Red Cliff Band of the Lake Superior Ojibwe and Associate Professor of
History at Macalester College. “In so many instances, First Nations are the people that

bear the brunt of environmental degradation.” The Red Cliff reservation sits on the lake’s

southern coastline and is a fishing community at its core.

advisories in the Great Lakes began in 1971, and continue to undermine Indigenous health|

economies, traditions, and cultures. In 2021, Wisconsin issued an advisory recommending

against consuming more than one rainbow smelt during the spring. Fish around the

spiritual homeland of the Ojibwe on Madeline Island in Wisconsin were found with

elevated levels of PFAS (per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances), human-made “forever

chemicals” linked to cancer, a result of mining and manufacturing. Michigan and

Minnesota followed up with similar advisories.

As the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history,
Copperwood would pose a tremendous new threat
against Indigenous treaty resources in Wisconsin and
Michigan, and it is unlikely to improve the region's
travel appeal in the eyes of publications like Fodor's.

2) Outdoor recreation contributes more than 10x as much to Michigan's economy as mining does.

OUTDOOR RECREATION

MINING

MICHIGAN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Outdoor economy hits new high in
Michigan; diverse industry demonstrates
growth and resilience

Kathleen Achtenberg Monday, November 27, 2023

Michigan’s outdoor recreation economy continues to soar, according to 2022 economic data just
released by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA). Overall,
outdoor recreation has a powerful and positive economic impact on the U.S. economy, and the
outdoor recreation economy in Michigan grew an impressive 11.8 percent from 2021to 2022. This
year’s report shows that outdoor recreation provided $12.36 billion in value added for Michigan in
2022, and supported nearly 119,000 jobs in a wide range of occupations and skills, including

design and manufacturing, retail sales, and hospitality.
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We have been a mining state for more than 125 years, with production totaling
about $50 billion since the mid-1990s. The National Mining Association reports
that mining supports approximately 9,000 direct jobs in Michigan and 17,000

[Rlel[fTa =R RLIVII Bl LMMining contributes roughly $1 billion to the state’s
IGDP annually.

At the juncture of Lake Superior, Porcupine Mountains State Park, and the North Country Trail,
Copperwood would introduce noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting and heavy
industrial traffic into the heart of one of the most beloved outdoor recreation areas in the Midwest.
Additionally, the waste containment facility, measuring 244 football fields in area and 20 feet taller
than the Statue of Liberty in height, would be visible from multiple scenic overlooks, including Copper
Peak and Lake of the Clouds.

Why fund a short-lived boom-and-bust operation which could undermine strong-
and-sustained outdoor recreation by disrupting the experience of pristine nature
that is its foundation? And how exactly is this in keeping with the MEDC's "Pure

Michigan’

' campaign?




From: Jeff Tenza

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Please block mining near Porcupine Mountains
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 7:50:06 AM
Hello,

While it may seem like we need to mine every resource as fast as possible, by destroying our
natural resources in the process we are actually shooting ourselves in the foot. We don't need
all the products we buy. We need clean water.

Halt mining anywhere near Lake Superior until we can figure out a cleaner way to do it!

Thank you for protecting our homeland Michigan.

Jeff
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From: Jane Fitkin

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Please Deny Highland Copper"s Request For Funding
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 4:09:56 PM

Hello,

I am a resident of Marquette, MI and a lifelong Michigander. I am contacting you today to urge you and the
Michigan Strategic Fund Board to deny Highland Copper and the Copperwood Mine project’s request for a $50
million grant for the following reasons:

1.  Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history, placing a heavy threat to the
cleanest, coldest, and largest of the Great Lakes. Copper sulfide mines always contaminate, and the dam around the
tailings pond, which will sit on a slope with tributaries leading directly to the Lake, is susceptible to failure.

2. The chosen location for the Copperwood Mine is not “the middle of nowhere", as many believe. Rather, it sits
at the juncture of Porcupine Mountains Wilderness, the North Country Trail, and Lake Superior, some of the most
spectacular outdoor recreation areas in the country.

3. There is a petition CIrculatmg <https //Www change. org/p/protect the- porkles-protect lake-superior-stop-the-

8146- 6d614c805bd0> in opposition to the Mine prOJect that currently has over 11 000 51gnatures 11,000 is greater
than the populations of the closest three towns to the Mine combined (Wakefield, Bessemer, and Ironwood).
Contrary to what you have been told, social license for this project is far from universal.

4. Outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's economy annually; mining, around $1 billion.
An operating mine would disrupt this thriving outdoor recreation area with noise pollution, light pollution,
subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial traffic. Current construction for the Mine is visible from the North
Country trail, the nation’s newest designated National Scenic Trail. There’s nothing scenic about a Mine and its
associated tailings pond.

5. Copper’s designation as a critical mineral is political play, as copper is truly NOT a critical mineral
<https://www.eenews.net/articles/usgs-rejects-push-to-make-copper-a-critical-mineral/> due to the high ability to
mitigate any supply chain disruptions through “domestic capacity, trade with reliable partners, and significant
secondary capacity.” Therefore, there is no urgent need to fund this project.

6.  The Detroit News article published on January 30 about the consideration of this grant states that over the life
of the Copperwood Mine, it would produce enough copper to supply 3,500 EV batteries. This is a horribly small
output to consider endangering the health of the Earth’s largest freshwater lake, which millions of people rely on for
clean drinking water. For scale, consider the town of Ironwood, which is 25 miles from the proposed Mine site and
has a population of roughly 5,000. Over the lifetime of the Mine, it would barely produce enough batteries to supply
the small town with EVs. This drop in the bucket is not worth a $50 million investment.

I appreciate you taking the time to read my comments and would like to reiterate the need to DENY Highland
Copper’s grant request. Thank you also to those MSF Board Members who have expressed doubts about the
funding; it would have been tragic to see $50 million of public money go to a mining interest without public
knowledge. The health of Lake Superior, and really all of our Great Lakes as Lake Superior flows into the rest,
depends on your decision to DENY the grant.

Regards,
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Jane Fitkin

Director of Outreach

jane@citizensforsuperior.org <mailto:jane@citizensforsuperior.org>
Pronouns: she/they

Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior
P.O. Box 83
Marquette, MI 49855

<https://us01.z.antigena.com/I/EixLVeDQZwwo6dQvIUencpO 1 ExPIFOlewOziEaoOkke X FNeEH-cfIx0tAO-
VPSKkROGEY WDxxOFyEfI4kFEFKWWJINtHIMINJgOLQXe4COMxJ2Y vui-
R4KAdsHWIFwWQATKAJdmINwD7xLsFHDgCyuwznpM8B]PORpQAPIWIX00u0gORKSHrSgi~sA>
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From: Ezra Riley

To: MEDC MSF Comments; ron@euclidindustries.com; ronbeebe49@aol.com; LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Quentin
Messer (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-
Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Please Do Not Support Copperwood
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024 1:46:39 PM
Hello,

I am writing in my strongest opposition to MEDC supporting the proposed Copperwood
mining project. I own a small parcel of land in Gogebic County and I am strongly invested in
the continued development of the area. Creating a sulfide mine right next to Lake Superior is
not the way to support the region! There is absolutely not wide public buy-in for this project,
as is clear by a petition on change.org that has over 11,000 signatures opposing the mine.
That's more than the population of the three closest communities and over 75% of the
population of all of Gogebic County.

The mine site would not only be right next to Lake Superior, our largest source of fresh water,
it would also adjoin the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness and the North Country Trail, putting
at great risk all of these fantastic recreation areas. It's worth pointing out that annually
Michigan makes over $10 billion from recreational activities and only $1 billion in mining.
The placement of this mine would risk the current recreation and tourist dollars in the areas
and contribute very little in the long run to the local economy.

Please do not support this ill thought out short term endeavor that will provide very little
benefit and brings so much risk to our future.

Thank you,

Ezra Riley

Virus-free.www.avast.com
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From: Joe C.
To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Please no copper mine
Date: Friday, March 22, 2024 10:49:49 AM

To whom it may concern

I am writing to oppose the permitting of a copper mine in the porcupine mountains. The
ecological destruction that will occur far out ways any financial benefit to the state, which is
minimal in the first place. We can not in good faith continue to put profits in front of common
sense and preservation of natural resources. Please do not allow this mind to happen.

Thank you for your time

Joe Chamberlin
Portage,MI
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From: Joe C.
To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Please no copper mine
Date: Friday, March 22, 2024 10:49:49 AM

To whom it may concern

I am writing to oppose the permitting of a copper mine in the porcupine mountains. The
ecological destruction that will occur far out ways any financial benefit to the state, which is
minimal in the first place. We can not in good faith continue to put profits in front of common
sense and preservation of natural resources. Please do not allow this mind to happen.

Thank you for your time

Joe Chamberlin
Portage,MI
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From: Chris Hinze

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Please OPPOSE Canadain Highland Copper project
Date: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 9:30:58 PM

Dear Members of the MSF Board,
Thank you all for your service to the State of Michigan.

I am writing with a request that you OPPOSE the proposed Strategic Site
Readiness Program grant for $50,000,000 for Canadian company, Highland Copper.

Canada’s Highland Copper is proposing a copper sulfide mine immediately adjacent to
Michigan’s Porcupine Mountain Wilderness State Park and the North Country National
Scenic Trail. The mine is also located within the Lake Superior watershed.

Unfortunately, copper sulfide mining has a terrible track record in terms of pollution. The
proposed mine by Canadian Highland Copper will pollute Michiagn’s environment and will
cause irreparable harm to the forests, lakes, rivers, streams, and local inhabitants of the
area.

According to this recent MEDC article, outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion
dollars and over 100,000 jobs to Michigan’s economy. A large copper sulfide mine near one
of Michigan’s most popular outdoor recreation areas will certainly cause harm to our State’s
economy by reducing the quality of outdoor recreation in this area.

Please tell Canadian Highland Copper that Michigan values protecting our natural resources
and a strong Michigan economy over the profits of a Canadian copper company. Please
say NO THANKS to Highland Copper.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Chris Hinze
Traverse City, Ml
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From: Taylor Landeryou

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Please Oppose Copperwood Grant
Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 1:55:37 PM

As a lifelong resident of Michigan and a current inhabitant of the Upper
Peninsula, I am writing to ask that you deny the Copperwood project
grant.

Firstly, this is a large grant (half a billion) for a project that will only last
11 years. This study on the economic impact of mining shows that only
25% of mines lead to long-term economic benefit for communities;
therefore, it is unlikely that this grant would create any meaningful
economic revitalization.

However, what is certain and will be long-lasting, is the

devastating impacts to our natural resources. In addition to the priceless
ecosystem services they provide, this area (the juncture of Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness, the North Country Trail, and Lake Superior) is one
of the most spectacular outdoor recreation areas in the country. Outdoor
recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's economy annually.
Operating a mine would disrupt this thriving outdoor recreation area with
noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean blasting, and heavy industrial
traffic, in addition to contamination of our precious waterways.
Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior in history
and poses tremendous detriment to this magnificent body of water.

Please oppose the grant for Highland Copper.

Sincerely,
Taylor
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From: Tiffany Rune Cuthrell

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Cc: ron@euclidindustries.com; ronbeebe49@aol.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC); LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Natalie

Davenport (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-
Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; lrichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600fme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants; gretchen.whitmer@michigan.gov
Subject: Please oppose the Copperwood Mine

Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024 9:15:12 PM

Dear Board Members and friends,

I am wholeheartedly urging you to please not support the grant for Copperwood Mine. I am a resident of the upper
peninsula and am worried about this possibility.

The mine would be a significant light, noise and chemical polluter that would be a severe detriment to the peaceful
life of the UP, as well as to the thriving tourism that contributes billions to our state economy annually. By contrast,
only 25% of mines lead to long-term economic benefit.

Folks here in the upper peninsula literally live and die by the local tourism industry. Travelers come from around the
world to gaze at the stars, hike pristine trails and see our breathtaking Great Lakes.

Instead, travelers and residents would be shaken from their moments of peace by subterranean blasts, industrial
traffic, other noise and light pollution. The beautiful night sky would be overcome.

Michigan cannot afford to jeopardize this for a dangerous and short-term project for a non-critical material.

Copperwood would be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior that has ever existed. The lake shared between the
US and Canada needs to be protected, not polluted.
Our Great Lakes and delicate ecosystems need to be guarded from development like this.

Please understand that 11,000 people have already signed a petition against this grant moving forward. Michigan
residents do not want Highland Copper (a foreign company) ravaging these beautiful lakes and lands in the name of
profit.

Additionally, the copper would be transported to Canada for processing, which would mean a large chunk of the
highest paying jobs would go to workers outside of Michigan, and outside of the US.

I am urging you to please not allow Copperwood Mine to move forward.
Thank you for making the right decision for Michigan residents, travelers and our beautiful planet as a whole.

Thank you for your time.
All the very best,

Rune Cuthrell
Manistique, Michigan
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From: robin

To: MEDC MSF Comments; LockwoodA@michigan.gov; Quentin Messer (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org;
LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com;
susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov;
eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius
Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600ofme.com; cindylwarneri@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Please protect Michigan and Lake superior from mining

Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 5:49:33 PM

To whom it may concern,

Please protect the Porkies from dangerous mining. Copper is not a critical mineral. Many areas in Michigan
were polluted with copper mining in the past and are still contaminated today. Lake Superior holds 10% of the
world's freshwater and should be protected at all costs. Also outdoor recreation brings Michigan 10 billion dollars
every year. Mining only brings about 1 billion annually. I am concerned that foreign corporations will not care
about our resources because they do not live here. Please protect the state and water for future generations. Water is
life.

Sincerely,
Robin Roach


mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org
mailto:LockwoodA@michigan.gov
mailto:messerq@michigan.org
mailto:britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org
mailto:LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov
mailto:LEO-Comms@michigan.gov
mailto:wes@muskegoncc.com
mailto:susan.corbin@michigan.gov
mailto:susanrcorbin@gmail.com
mailto:MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov
mailto:eubanksr@michigan.gov
mailto:rachael.eubanks@gmail.com
mailto:dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com
mailto:dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com
mailto:dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com
mailto:dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com
mailto:tmeyering@gmail.com
mailto:info@thechemicogroup.com
mailto:crothstein@beringea.com
mailto:crothstein@gmail.com
mailto:sue@jetcofederal.com
mailto:randy.thelen@rightplace.org
mailto:cindy.warner@360ofme.com
mailto:cindylwarner1@gmail.com
mailto:wieferichb@michigan.gov
mailto:schwabv@michigan.org
mailto:wilforde@michigan.gov
mailto:erikwilford@yahoo.com
mailto:ContractsAndGrants@michigan.org

From: Marty E.

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Cc: Quentin Messer (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-

Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com; wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC);
wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants

Subject: Please reject Highland Copper’s Grant request
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 12:49:36 PM
Good Morning,

As a citizen of Gogebic County, and a small business owner, I implore you to reject Highland
Copper’s grant request.

My business depends on the pristine Porcupine Wilderness State Park, as well as Lake
Superior.

The environmental impacts of such a project simply aren’t worth the risks to the local
environment and the lake. For example - with “once in a century” weather events happening
more and more frequently, that tailings dam doesn’t seem trustworthy. Do you really want to
risk having Lake Superior irreparably contaminated on your watch?

I think that the amount of jobs that this project would bring to the area is overstated.

I presume you’re aware of the economic impact for the state of recreation and tourism. Why
would you put that at risk for 3500 EV batteries?

A petition in opposition to the project

A 3

is getting toward 12,000 signatures:

\
{

Sign the Petition

This website explains why better than I can:
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Protect the Porkies
protecttheporkies.com

We don’t need an inexperienced Canadian mining company ruining this pristine area, then
taking their profits back to Canada in ten years, leaving us with the mess.

Marty Erspamer
Bessemer, MI

Sent from my iBrain
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From: jason howes

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: PLEASE STOP COPPERWOOD MINE!!!
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 4:01:48 PM
Hi,

My name is Jason Howes. I am a Michigan resident and I currently live between Big Bay and
Marquette here in the upper Peninsula. I am an educator and small business owner. I have
had the opportunity to live all over the world. But it is the freshwater, and natural wilderness
of the UP that has drawn me back to this part of the state.

I am writing to you to express my strong opposition for the Copperwood and White Pine
mining proposals near the Porcupine Wilderness area in the western UP.

I'm listening to the public comments from this morning's meeting. Many people in support of
the mine argue that it will "create high paying jobs" and boost the economy of the area.

After the Egle Mine went in here next to Big Bay, we have seen no new businesses move to
the area. Not a single new business. Most of the jobs are NOT local jobs. These mining
companies are huge multinational companies and the "jobs" they create are usually filled by
people out of state or out of the country. These companies are literally extracting billions of
dollars from the area, and the majority of the money IS NOT STAYING LOCALLY!

Furthermore, the mine is going to be in operation for at most 10 years. This is not the "long
term" investment that we need in the Upper Peninsula.

Since the mine went in here in Big Bay, large mining trucks drive down County Road 550
every 7 minutes. The dark sky west of Big Bay is now glowing with light pollution from the
mine. The headwaters of the Salmon Trout River (the last river on the south shore of Lake
Superior with native coaster brook trout) continue to be at risk.

Our freshwater, our forests, our wilderness, our lakes and our streams: These are our most
precious and valuable natural resources. The UP has some of the last protected wilderness in

the state. And I would argue, that is a big reason people travel to the UP.

DO NOT USE $50 MILLION IN PUBLIC TAX DOLLARS TO FUND A MINE THAT HAS
THE POTENTIAL TO DESTROY PORCUPINE WILDERNESS AND THE
SURROUNDING FRESH WATER!!

THESE RESOURCES ARE IRREPLACEABLE!!!

Jason Howes
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Jason O Howes



From: Terry Grace

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Porcupine Mountains

Date: Monday, March 11, 2024 7:12:59 PM
To Whom It May Concern:

The Porkies are the premier Wilderness in the Midwest. Hiking through stands of old
growth forests in the Pokies has been one of the joys of my life! The idea of giving $50
million of tax payer money to subsidize the destruction of that environment is
incomprehensible! Expand the Park, not desecrate it.

Terry Grace
Watersmeet Township

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer
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From: Mike Bradley

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Porkies mining
Date: Friday, February 2, 2024 12:54:34 PM

Please don’t allow this. The risk is not worth it.
Mike


mailto:mblikescoffee@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Lisa Hendrickson

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Porkies
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 2:37:48 PM

Please do not vote for a grant for a copper mine in the Porkies. I’'m from Ironwood, live in southeast Wisconsin and
own a small blueberry farm in Ironwood on the lake. This would seriously endanger Lake Superior - its wildlife,
waters and recreational opportunities.

Thank you

Lisa Hendrickson

True North Berry Farm
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From: Hawley, Dan

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Preserve the ECONOMY and BEAUTY of the UP!!
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 8:36:52 PM

To whom it may concern,

Please reject the “grant” to the Copperwood Mine! This hazardous project threatens everything wonderful about the UP. The pristine wilderness is very
reason we and many others chose to come up and enjoy the area. We spend money, invest in property and support local businesses!!

All our friends and family who do the same (invest in the local community and enjoy the outdoors), feel the same! Outdoor activities and tourism are
powerful economic drivers.

Providing financial assistance to an organization which negatively impacts the very nature of what the UP is, would be an imprudent and potentially
disastrous decision...both economically and environmentally. Please reject the project.

Respectfully,

Dan Hawley, CPWA®
Managing Director
Senior Investment Consultant

Private Wealth Management
1539 W. Market St.
Mequon, WI, 53092
Direct: 262-240-3521
Toll Free: 800-711-6132

2 .
Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated does not accept buy, sell or other transaction orders by e-mail, or any instructions by e-mail that require a signature.
This e-mail message, and any attachment(s), is not an offer, or solicitation of an offer, to buy or sell any security or other product. Unless otherwise
specifically indicated, information contained in this communication is not an official confirmation of any transaction or an official statement of Baird. The
information provided is subject to change without notice. This e-mail may contain privileged or confidential information or may otherwise be protected by
law, rule or regulation. Any use, copying or distribution of the information contained in this e-mail by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is
prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender, and delete the material from any computer on which it exists. Baird, in accordance with
applicable law, reserves the right to monitor, review and retain all electronic communications, including e-mails, traveling through its networks and systems.
E-mail transmissions cannot be guaranteed to be secure, timely or error-free. Baird therefore recommends that you do not send any sensitive information such
as account or personal identification numbers by e-mail.

Please click here <https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/lrnSdyOi6GDEsWAVDW-AeP8109-
tXiRrubkCxTX_SkVFu5i~cX_CVpn7rWk1SX_kCwVN7SXaOkinCHffEAdGMsmnww4yBEFpQD4r7¢j0s2_CILPddThh2GIETO-
0q_ynQ7iwindivHZg5decFaBgg5s0KV1 YKSDmguF565mIXUvWkmGx0gNJ2UGwAJAzmUSSjIWOm9RInw59210HY HJ6~hw07anWce~nFara7KEO1zlbh
for important information about any client reports you receive.
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From: Patricia Hammel

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Proposed grant to Copperwood mining project in the Upper Peninsula
Date: Sunday, March 24, 2024 8:02:49 PM

I live in northeastern Wisconsin and enjoy camping, hiking and visiting the Upper Peninsula of Michigan,
specifically the area in the western side of Porcupine Mountains State Park and Little Girls' Point north of
Ironwood.

It seems like if the Copperwood mining project was so economically productive they would not need a big
grant from the State of Michigan to lure investors and do the work to obtain permits and construct the
project.

It's too close to Lake Superior to risk sulfide mine waste in the greatest lake of them all. The Porcupine
Mountains are unique in the upper Midwest, where | have lived all of my life.

| would stop visiting the Presque Isle area if there was a big tailings dam next to it.

Patricia K. Hammel
809 N Hogan Street
Antigo WI 54409
pkhammel@yahoo.com
(608) 279-4136 cell
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From: Thaisa Rantanen

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Proposed Mine Near The Porcupine Mountains
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 9:50:39 PM

I'm writing to ask that you not approve this mine near our beloved Porcupine Mountains. This
is one of the jewels in the crown of natural treasures in the world. And it houses some of the
last remaining old growth forests in North America... not to mention it's close proximity to our
beautiful Lake Superior. There are some things that are worth more than money and this is one
of them, please don't ruin it with a mine and all the horror of environmental destruction that it
will inevitably bring to these natural wonders.

Sincerely,

Thaisa Rantanen, Concerned Michigan Resident
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From: Troy Fishler

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Protect the Porkies, Protect Lake Superior— Stop the Copperwood Mine!!!
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 12:36:34 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

| adamantly oppose this proposed mining project for Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. If this mine
happens it will only provide jobs for ten years, and will only produce enough copper for 3500 e-
car batteries. It will leave a tailings pile right near lake superior and right on the west edge of
the porkies forever. The company has already diverted and filled in streams despite not having
enough investors to mine. Stop this proposes mine from happening!!

Troy Fishler
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From: Richard Dragiewicz

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Cc: Dragiewicz Dick

Subject: Protect the Porkies...Deny the Copperwood Grant Request
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:10:21 AM

Hello Members of the Michigan Strategic Fund,

Am writing to ask you to deny the $50,000,000 Copperwood Grant Request. There are many
reasons to deny it.

Copperwood's Feasibility Study shows the many times mining companies attempted to
develop this site. They all failed. Why? Did Copperwood’s CEO, Barry O’Shea tell you
why? It’s probably the same reasons the mining investor market doesn’t want to put any
money into this project. It’ll be a failure. Look at all the money Copperwood has spent and it
doesn’t have anything.

Speaking of money, Copperwood is asking the State of Michigan to GIVE them $50,000,000.
If they can’t obtain money from the investor market there must be good reasons. These same
good reasons say you should DENY their grant request. Do you know why the investor
market won’t provide equity/debt to Copperwood? Did you ask them?

Why would you want to be known as the creators of a NEW Michigan Superfund site?
Michigan already has 64 Superfund sites. Remember that Copperwood’s ore excavation will
only produce 1.45% minerals...and it will produce 98.55% contaminated WASTE. This
waste will be stored on site FOREVER. Forever is a long time. Who is going to manage and
maintain this 300 acre site? Who will pay for its maintenance? Will you be paying for the
clean up that will be necessary? Probably not.

Lake Superior is a tremendous water resource that we all need. We don’t need Barry O’Shea
to make money by damaging/destroying Lake Superior’s clean water.

Shut this project down and Protect the Porkies...this is more important than Barry O’Shea’s
checkbook.

Am asking you to deny the Copperwood Grant Request.

Thanks,

Dick Dragiewicz

Michigan Tourist from lllinois
obiobiobi@ameritech.net
847-924-9299
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From: Kayla Slavey

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Protect the Porkies
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 5:25:33 PM

Good afternoon,

I am writing after hearing the disturbing & disappointing news that the Copperwood project is being considered for
a grant. As a Michigan resident & tax payer, I strongly oppose this move. Aside from a resident & tax payer, [ am
also an advocate for protecting our natural spaces, so many of which have been disrupted and mangled by human
intervention. The mine poses a significant risk to the local wildlife as well as local residents and it is all of our duty
as stewards of this land to protect it from further debasing. I urge you to not fund this project, to consider deeply the
effects that this project can have on local wildlife, and to respect your duties to the public.

Thank you.
Kayla Slavey,
Life long Michigan resident & Michigan lover
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From: Annalise Povolo

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Protect the Porkies
Date: Sunday, March 24, 2024 8:54:32 PM

To whom it may concern:

I am writing to express my vehement opposition to the proposed $50 million grant to allow Highland Copper to use
our tax dollars to benefit a Canadian company. The risk to our natural resources is too severe for the minimal benefit
to Michigan workers.

Please do not set this precedent.
Sincerely,

Annalise Povolo
Traverse City, MI
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From: Jenifer Pruim

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Protect the Porkies
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:10:23 AM

Dear Decision Maker,

I very recently heard of the proposed grant for the Copperwood Mine next to the Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness State Park. For me, this immediately struck a chord because

another pristine place with clean water and undisturbed nature that I love, the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in Minnesota, recently went through a similar plight of a
proposed copper and nickel mine adjacent to the protected land. During that time, I read about
copper mines and I learned that they always pollute. And now I have learned there is a similar
mine proposed in my home state near the Porcupine Mountains. Such a treasure of natural
beauty as the Porcupine Mountains as well as the clean Lake Superior waters are not at all the
place to put a copper mine that will have a containment facility 244 football fields in area and
that history shows always pollutes.

While we do need copper, I stress that our state and the world as a whole needs to seriously
look at the sites where we choose to expose the land and waters to toxic waste. We need to
protect areas like the Porcupine Mountains and Lake Superior. Instead of offering a 50
million dollar grant to a mining project next to one of Michigan's treasured forests and waters,
I recommend that governments choose sites with less risk to waters and treasured land

with pristine old growth forests. Instead of offering 50 million dollars to a copper mine,
governments should begin to incentivize recycling copper so that it becomes cheaper to
recycle copper than to mine it.

The cost to the Porcupine Mountains and Lake Superior are far too great to allow mining
here. There would be a great and lasting impact of toxic material in the area, not to mention
the noise pollution, light pollution, containment facility eyesore and heavy machinery traffic
which would greatly impact the experience of those going to the Porcupine Mountains to find
solace, beauty, and splendor in one of the states few undisturbed places.

The result of the people rising up to advocate for protection of the Boundary Waters in
Minnesota finally succeeded when in 2023 a Federal Law was passed protecting the area from
mining for 20 years because "some places are simply too special to mine. It is our obligation
to ensure these valuable lands and waters remain intact for generations to come." - Betty
McCollum, 4th district Representative, Minnesota.

I strongly urge and deeply hope that the State of Michigan will recognize the value and
importance of protecting the Porcupine Mountains and that it will, like the Boundary Waters
of Minnesota, be safe from the toxic, risky and forever changed impact of a copper mine next
door. As a taxpayer, | am appalled that our government would possibly give a grant to a
mining company to mine so close to such a treasure. I desire that instead of a grant, the State
of Michigan protects the area. Protecting the Porcupine Mountains is the wise decision for
now and generations to come environmentally, economically, aesthetically, and
recreationally.

Please listen to all the opinions and comments and read the statistics and data about copper
mines shared by my fellow protectors and consider greatly the questions raised and the
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irreversible impact of a copper mine.
Sincerely,

Jenifer Pruim
Grand Rapids, MI



From:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Jessica Singleton

wilforde@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC ContractsAndGrants;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; cindylwarner1@gmail.com; randy.thelen@rightplace.org;
cindy.warner@3600ofme.com; sue@jetcofederal.com; crothstein@gmail.com; crothstein@beringea.com;
info@thechemicogroup.com; tmeyering@gmail.com; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
dimitrius.hutcherson@gmail.com; eubanksr@michigan.gov; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; britanyaffolter-
caine@urcmich.org; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com; dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com;
MiStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com; LEO-
Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; Quentin Messer (MEDC); MEDC MSF Comments;
LockwoodA@michigan.gov

Protect The Porkies

Tuesday, February 20, 2024 8:00:11 PM

Hello, I'm writing on behalf of the spectacular Porcupine Mountains and ask you to assist in keeping that area and
all areas around the Porkies free from mining. As an avid hiker, naturalist, and educator it truly breaks my heart that
the fate of the Porkies are in jeopardy. Below I'm sharing a piece of information from the petition that I found
interesting about the economic impact of outdoor recreation on our state. I can only imagine how much the Porkies
contribute to that wonderful amount.

"Outdoor recreation contributes over $10 billion to Michigan's economy annually; mining, around $1 billion. An
operating mine would disrupt this thriving outdoor recreation area with noise pollution, light pollution, subterranean
blasting, and heavy industrial traffic."

Thank you for your time.

Jessica Singleton

Nature Loving Yooper
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From: Shaina Levee

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Protect the Porkies
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 12:17:44 PM

Please no industry in the mountains. I am very much against this proposition. The ecosystem
is delicate and there is too much destruction on Earth. We need to preserve our mountains.

Shaina Levee
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From: T Mo

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Protect the Porkies
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 5:24:26 PM

As a northern border states & great lakes lover .... who looks forward to & spends tourist time & money, please
protect the Porcupine Mtns from mining & any degradation. Thanks
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Taylor Cassidy

To: miag@michigan.gov; MEDC MSF Comments; rachelhood@house.mi.gov; senhuizenga@senate.michigan.gov
Subject: Protect the Porkies
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:23:09 AM

Dear decision maker,

I am utterly repulsed hearing the news that there is a 50 million dollar grant proposal to build a
copper mine in such close proximity to Lake Superior. 30+ million tons of toxic waste sloping
towards our Great Lake is absolutely ridiculous. I do not want my tax dollars funding this.
Copper mines are known to ALWAYS pollute. It’s not a matter of if it’s a matter of when.

Do we have no respect for our environment and our state? The largest freshwater lake on earth
is at risk due to what? Capitalism? I’m disgusted.

Do the right thing and deny this from happening.

Taylor Cassidy
Grand Rapids, MI
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From: Patrick Booth

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Protecting the Porkies and our beloved Lake Superior
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 11:09:10 AM

To whom it may concern.

The beauty and wonder of Michigan's Upper Peninsula is at risk of a devastating new mining
location. This potential $50 million grant could be better used to bolster hard hit economies
during this past year's slow winter, help maintain and revitalize our parks and forests, rivers,
and streams, lakeshore and communities to help combat a growing population and growing
tourism base.

To rip and tear, and ravage our natural landscape for a short term money fall is incredibly
disrespectful to our planet, and to the people and animals who live here.

Please reconsider the impact this potential mining operation will have on our beloved north
coast.

Patrick Booth (he/him)

saxophonist. composer. educator
Conn-Selmer Artist-Clinician

Cusack Music Effects Pedals endorser
REMIC Microphones Artist

-The ability to seek possibilities;
there is nothing more special than that-Wadada Leo Smith
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From: Gene Champagne

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Public Comment Copperwood Project
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 8:02:46 PM
Attachments: MSF Public Comment 2-27-24.pdf

Please find my comments below and attached.

February 26, 2024

To: Michigan Strategic Fund Board

I would much rather be giving public comment at your February 27, 2024 meeting, however I am the precinct
chairman for my township for the Michigan Presidential Primary and will not be able to comment live.

My comments are in regard to the potential 50 million dollar grant that the board is considering for Highland
Copper’s mining project in the western Upper Peninsula. As an Upper Peninsula resident and a Michigan taxpayer I
have great concerns for the use of taxpayer dollars for such a risky project, owned by a foreign company, that has
failed to attract enough investors over the last ten years to move forward.

The money would be better spent supporting emergent industries. Mining is not an emergent industry, especially in
the Upper peninsula where copper and iron reserves have been mined for over 170 years. The western UP would
benefit more with this type of funding to support broadband, digital businesses, and digital security training
programs that could be easily offered programming at Gogebic Community College. These types of investment
would be far reaching and provide a skilled work force for a much in demand emerging industry, provide long-term
jobs and economic stability to a region that has faced generational poverty fueled by the boom and bust cycles of
mining.

While the reasons for being unattractive to private investors may be multi-faceted, the main probable reason that
pops up in my mind is the very real risks associated with this project. The proposed mining project sits between two
wild rivers that flow into Lake Superior and border the Porcupine Mountain State Park, Michigan’s largest park and
wilderness area. This type of mining is inherently risky and becomes insanely risky when located near bodies of
surface or underground water.

Of course other risk actors may have driven private investment away also, such as track record, financial reserves,
potential lawsuits and the list could go on. The main reason for my comments is that tax payer monies should not be
spent to prop up a risky project by a foreign company that will have a short term economic impact. The money
amount discussed for this project would be better spent in the community strengthening emergent industries in
alternative energy, cyber security, and digital start ups that will pay good wages and offer skills training for those
industries.

Respectfully,

Gene Champagne Big Bay, MI 49808
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February 26, 2024

To: Michigan Strategic Fund Board

I would much rather be giving public comment at your February 27, 2024 meeting, however I am the precinct
chairman for my township for the Michigan Presidential Primary and will not be able to comment live.

My comments are in regard to the potential 50 million dollar grant that the board is considering for Highland
Copper’s mining project in the western Upper Peninsula. As an Upper Peninsula resident and a Michigan taxpayer I
have great concerns for the use of taxpayer dollars for such a risky project, owned by a foreign company, that has
failed to attract enough investors over the last ten years to move forward.

The money would be better spent supporting emergent industries. Mining is not an emergent industry, especially in
the Upper peninsula where copper and iron reserves have been mined for over 170 years. The western UP would
benefit more with this type of funding to support broadband, digital businesses, and digital security training
programs that could be easily offered programming at Gogebic Community College. These types of investment
would be far reaching and provide a skilled work force for a much in demand emerging industry, provide long-term
jobs and economic stability to a region that has faced generational poverty fueled by the boom and bust cycles of
mining.

While the reasons for being unattractive to private investors may be multi-faceted, the main probable reason that
pops up in my mind is the very real risks associated with this project. The proposed mining project sits between two
wild rivers that flow into Lake Superior and border the Porcupine Mountain State Park, Michigan’s largest park and
wilderness area. This type of mining is inherently risky and becomes insanely risky when located near bodies of
surface or underground water.

Of course other risk actors may have driven private investment away also, such as track record, financial reserves,
potential lawsuits and the list could go on. The main reason for my comments is that tax payer monies should not be
spent to prop up a risky project by a foreign company that will have a short term economic impact. The money
amount discussed for this project would be better spent in the community strengthening emergent industries in
alternative energy, cyber security, and digital start ups that will pay good wages and offer skills training for those
industries.

Respectfully,

Gene Champagne
Big Bay, MI 49808
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From: Jessica Ferris

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Public comment for Feb 27th MSF board meeting
Date: Sunday, February 25, 2024 1:38:24 PM

Hello,

| have reviewed January 30th Meeting Notes and found the Copperwood Grant
proposal, as submitted by Vicki Schwab and Erik Wilford, to be inaccurate on many
points.

1) The grant request claims that "Copper was recently added as a critical mineral." — This is
demonstrably false. In 2023 copper was denied an upgrade to "critical mineral status" by the
US Geological Status, the highest authority in the land.

2) The request claims that, "Reconstruction of County Road 519 will allow year-round access
to Porcupine Mountains State Park." — As someone who lives on County Road 519, I can tell
you it is already a year-round road which is plowed after snowfall, and one can already drive
all the way to the State Park. So they are citing a benefit which is already very much in place.
What they are really seeking is a road which will endure heavy industrial mining traffic,
deceptively framed in the name of the public good.

3) The request claims that "the community has met with great support and excitement." —
False. Highland Copper met with local city councils, consisting of four or five members, at
unadvertised meetings, completely unknown to the public. A great many locals DO NOT
support this project, and there is an online petition with over 12,000 signatures opposing the
mine — that's only 2,000 shy of the entire population of Gogebic County.

4) The request claims, "The project will result in significant job creation and capital
investment revitalizing a blighted community." — It's very easy to paint a rosy picture when
applying for funding, but what does reality suggest? A study titled, "Mining the Data:
Analyzing the Economic Implications of Mining for Nonmetropolitan Regions," from the
University of Madison, reviewed literally all of the relevant quantitative findings on mining
and found that only 29% of cases resulted in meaningful economic benefit to the community,
and half of those cases occurred before 1982.

5) The request correctly claims, "The economic decline of the region started with the closure
of the White Pine Mine." — This is the nature of boom-and-bust operations and is not a point
in favor of opening a new mine. Copperwood would run for only eleven years, and then any
short-term growth would be followed by long-lasting decline.

6) The request claims, "The project would result in the creation of up to 380 new jobs." —
This is asserted as a fact, but we all know how easy it is to tweak a model to arrive at different
outcomes. How is it that, five years ago, Highland Copper projected 250 mining jobs, and
today, just before applying for a State grant, that figure has conveniently shot up to 3807
Please do not confuse models with truth.

7) The request states, "Copper concentrate will be transferred onto rail for shipment to the
smelter." Is the MSF aware that the proposed smelters are in Canada, Europe, or Asia? So
many of the best paying jobs will not go to Michiganders.
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In the interest of brevity I will conclude my message now, but suffice it to say, the presence of

these inaccuracies and half-truths in the grant request should immediately disqualify it for
consideration.

Sincerely,
Jessica Ferris



From: Karen Grotewohl

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: public comment for February 27th board meeting
Date: Friday, February 23, 2024 11:52:47 AM

I truly hope that the board decides to forgo this plan to waste a huge money grant on a copper
mine that will devastate the outdoor recreation economy in our community of Gogebic county.
As a landowner with a lakeside cabin on Superior, I am dreading the effects of such a mine
(which are already apparent with the increased truck traffic and grinding noises.) on my
family's ability to make a living from our rental cabin in the future.

Please say NO WAY!
Thank you, Karen Grotewohl
Wakefield, Michigan


mailto:karen.grotewohl@gmail.com
mailto:msfcomments@michigan.org

From: Sol Anzorena

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Public comment for February 27th MSF Board Meeting
Date: Sunday, February 18, 2024 4:51:31 PM

Copperwood would not be a copper mine at all, because copper will be only 1.5% of the
extracted material. The remaining 98.5% will be mine waste, loaded with sulfides and heavy
metals, comprising 30+ million tons in total, to be stored in unprecedented proximity to Lake
Superior in something called a Tailings Disposal Facility. TDFs are far from invincible. Even
in First World countries with strict environmental regulations there have been ruptures.
Attached is an article on the Dofiana Disaster in southern Spain, when a tailings dam ruptured
and spilled 5 million tons of toxic waste into the Guadiamar River, then travelling 25 miles to
contaminate one of the most important National Parks in Europe. Copperwood is right next
door not just to Lake Superior, but also Porcupine Mountains State Park, the most beloved
State Park in Michigan. The parallels are eerie. Cleanup of the Dofiana Disaster cost over 240
million euros. So while you may be paying $50 million today to fund Copperwood, Michigan
taxpayers may be paying far more in the future to clean up the mess.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969798002903
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From: Darren Aranofsky

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: public comment for MSF

Date: Sunday, February 25, 2024 4:19:15 PM
Hello,

I am a resident of a town near the mine site. I can tell you that despite what you may have heard from the mining
company, there is far from universal support for this project. Any support largely comes from the oldest generation,
which, let's be honest, may not be around for much longer. We know that, in a time of changing climate, folks from
all over the country are moving to the Lake Superior region. As city centers like Marquette become crowded and
unaffordable, people will move to less inhabited regions of the Upper Peninsula. Younger folks like myself are
specifically seeking areas with pristine nature, far from contaminating operations. The grant proposal cites Gogebic
County's median age as 49. Well, if you want to inspire a younger demographic to populate this area, start by not
funding a metallic sulfide mine right next door to the most beautiful State Park in America.

The grant proposal says that the tailings disposal facility will remain on-site permanently, "but it won't be noticeable
because it will be revegetated." This is inaccurate. The TDF is projected to be 171 feet high—that's 20 feet taller
than the Statue of Liberty. It will tower over the landscape and be visible from Copper Peak, the North Country
Trail, and the Lake of the Cloud Overlook. Regardless of whether they plant some bushes on top, folks will know
forever what they are looking at, and it will ruin these incredible views.

There are so many downsides to this project — some of them quite alarming — but they are very complex and can't
be communicated in a 3-minute public comment window. I urge you to set up a meeting with local opposition
groups like ProtectThePorkies to hear their concerns in a longer format. People will not be content if you make a
decision without fully hearing a perspective which is not motivated by profit.

Thanks,
Darren
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From: Timothy Sallins

To: MEDC MSF Comments

Subject: Public Comment for the next board meeting
Date: Sunday, February 25, 2024 7:05:10 PM
Greetings,

A few thoughts to consider before voting on the grant to Copperwood:

Highland Copper is not a mining company. They have ZERO on-paper experience operating a mine. They've owned the Copperwood site for 10 years and have not provided a single product
or service; despite this, they have managed to pay the salaries of four CEOs and other executives. How is this possible? Because rather than mining copper, they mine investors. Their current
CEO is their former Chief Financial Officer, so he knows how to make a pitch to earn capital. He has already stated this grant would be used as a State endorsement to woo private investors and
take out debt— is this an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars?

And why is it that, after ten years, the project still has less than 10% of the necessary start-up capital, and none of the financial assurance? Clearly the investors know something about the
nature of the ore deposit which is not being expressed to the MSF. In fact, this deposit has been known for 70 years but no mining has been attempted— why?

3. Itook a look at the grant request and found a few eyebrow-raising moments. Like this one: "An environmental assessment of the site has been completed and shows soil conditions are
suitable for construction of the planned facility." Is the MSF aware that the environmental assessment uses another company's data from 12 years ago, when the area was experiencing drought
conditions <https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/ES17KkGh2wV1i2a6FFhDOvkPPV0z9zaYKdQeSMKI5aScYjUd2mIRI3FAA-m4DVnM6C9y70r2snK_nOEzxYzGOy6Pp0jAjkAxI2¢_R-
Wzkl~yL1IH_pRXis_Xge7pt_pE81JiZzcO~H2vUIMBKx9a8Mr090sY vTyeQoupHneJAidAu3wKafBuM49wSAukjFeSLhigoFyJfnbb480008LJVcRduKZpyd7nU_AxZ0KdD31 rLKDZ86LSuTj>
? Since then the climate has experienced volatile changes, and we've seen an 8-inch increase in rainfall. Thus, their environmental assessment is obsolete and should be repeated before claiming
"suitable construction conditions."

4. Also, the report says, "The project coincides with the end of mine life for Eagle Mine and Highland Copper plans to leverage the talent pool, construction, and logistics efficiencies
associated with the only nickel mine in the U.S." Firstly, there is no assurance that Eagle Mine will close in 2027 as predicted, rather than expand to mine new deposits. Secondly, taking labor
from another mine is lateral movement and is not the same as job creation.

In the end, this seems like far too suspect and divisive of a project for the State of Michigan to be funding. Thank you for your time.

Tim Sallins
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From: Abry Waters

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Public Comment on stopping Highland Copper
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 2:21:52 PM

Dear MSF Board Members:

I’'m writing today as a lifelong Michigander, college student at NMU, and lover of Lake
Superior to urge you to DENY the $50 million grant to Highland Copper for the Copperwood
Mine by voting NO on the grant at the MSF board meeting. | recreate in this area and
contribute to the tourism economy in Northern Michigan. This risky investment is a terrible
decision for the State of Michigan to make, for environmental as well as economic reasons.

There is nothing “Pure Michigan” about a sulfide mine on the edge of the Porkies or
on Lake Superior’s shoreline.

The Michigan Strategic Fund (MSF) is organized through the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation (MEDC). Also administered by MEDC is the Pure Michigan
campaign, which aims to highlight Michigan’s intact wilderness, beauty and “unspoiled
nature”. These two projects stand in direct opposition to one another when you consider the
Copperwood’s proximity to Lake Superior, Porcupine Mountains State Park, and the North
Country National Scenic Trail.

Copperwood plans to mine directly underneath the Porcupine Mountains, a park with
significant portions of designated wilderness areas which was recently identified as the
most beautiful state park in the United States. Lake Superior is the largest, coldest,
cleanest, and wildest of the Great Lakes and holds Isle Royale National Park and Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore. The tailings pond is planned to be located a stone’s throw away
from the North Country Trail, which was recently incorporated into the National Park
Service as a National Scenic Trail. Placing a mine, especially with such a large tailings
pond, at the juncture of these three national recreation hotspots could prove highly
disruptive to outdoor recreationists, through the introduction of light pollution, noise
pollution, underground blasting and heavy industrial traffic. This would present a huge
problem to the Outdoor Recreation industry in Michigan, which brings in an estimated $10
billion each year in the state compared to mining’s $1 billion.

In addition, Highland Copper has zero social license for this project. They’ve told you that
they have resolutions of support for the Copperwood from local municipalities, but these
resolutions aren’t representative of the people who live or recreate in the area. Rather, they
were passed at unadvertised meetings with 5 or 6 council members in attendance,
amounting to a total of a few dozen votes of support. Highland Copper has not held any
public meetings. Conversely, this Change.org petition opposing the mine project already
has over 12,000 signatures — more than the populations of all the nearest towns combined.
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Responsibility for the social condemnation of this risky project, as well as its high potential
for catastrophic impacts to Lake Superior and the regional recreation industry, will fall on
the initial catalyst for funding of this project. The MSF’s $50 million grant will increase
Highland Copper’s market cap by over double in USD, and function as a state-level
endorsement of the project; CEO Barry O’Shea has even pointed out that he wants to use
this grant as a marketing tool: "I can tell you with certainty that an award of this nature will
move the needle significantly in terms of (how) our debt providers and our equity investors
look at our company. It's not only a large financial boost for the project, but it is a true
endorsement." This poses a high level of risk for the MSF, MEDC and State of Michigan;
don’t put your own credibility on the line for a high-risk, low-return project from a foreign
company.

These are just a few of the several examples as to why I'm submitting a comment against
the $50 million dollar grant to Highland Copper. Thank you for taking the time to carefully
consider my comments. Please, vote NO to DENY Highland Copper’s request for a $50
million investment from the State of Michigan. The future of the Lake Superior shoreline
and outdoor recreation viability of the Upper Peninsula is critically important to me and my
community. | urge you to be on the right side of history and do what is within your power as
an MSF board member to prevent these potentially catastrophic impacts to the Porcupine
Mountains and Lake Superior watershed.

Respectfully,
Abry Waters



From: Michael Wellman

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Cc: Quentin Messer (MEDC); britanyaffolter-caine@urcmich.org; LEO-DirectorOffice@michigan.gov; LEO-

Comms@michigan.gov; wes@muskegoncc.com; susan.corbin@michigan.gov; susanrcorbin@gmail.com;
MIStateTreasurer@michigan.gov; eubanksr@michigan.gov; rachael.eubanks@gmail.com;
dimitriushutcherson@firstindependence.com; Dimitrius Hutcherson; dan@trilliumventuresmsv.com;
tmeyering@gmail.com; info@thechemicogroup.com; Irichardson@thechemicogroup.com;
beringea@beringea.com; crothstein@beringea.com; crothstein@gmail.com; sue@jetcofederal.com;
randy.thelen@rightplace.org; cindy.warner@360ofme.com; cindylwarnerl@gmail.com;
wieferichb@michigan.gov; Vicki Schwab (MEDC); wilforde@michigan.gov; erikwilford@yahoo.com; MEDC

ContractsAndGrants
Subject: Public Comment Opposing Highland Copper Grant Request
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 11:13:41 AM

Michigan Strategic Fund

300 N. Washington Sq.
Lansing, M148913
msfcomments@michigan.org

Re: Public Comment on Highland Copper's request for a $50 million Strategic Site Readiness Program grant.
Dear MSF Board members and relevant parties,
My wife and |, both PhDs, oppose this grant request for Highland Copper.

In 2016, we returned to living in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan after a decade living out West. We chose the
UP for its blend of proximity to family, an excellent place to start and raise our own family, and access to
outdoor adventure and wild spaces. And like most of the younger folks moving here, we are part of the
growing climate migration that recognizes the UP as a place of resilience for climate adaptation.

As someone who was born and raised in Flint, | understand the devastating impacts of industrialism, both
from the toxicity and pollution that have destroyed the soils and river and from the social impacts of
globalization and outsourcing. When General Motors closed my father's plant, he was shipped off to another
state. splintering our family. Extractivism in all its forms, and especially mining, live and die by these volatile
cycles of boom and bust, and Highland Copper will be no different.

As someone with a mechanical engineering degree who has worked at an active limestone mine, |
understand the size and scale of industrial mining operations. | understand the energy consumption, the
noise pollution, the light pollution, the near-constant round-the-clock operations. It's questionable at best
why anyone would consider such an operation next our state's only "wilderness state park?" Surely, a
wilderness state park, which is such a symbol for the state of Michigan, is the focus of so much of the "Pure
Michigan" marketing campaign, and instills so much pride in so many Michiganders, is worth more than yet
another mine with a projected lifetime of less than a decade? The two aren't compatible, and Michigan needs
to decide how "Pure" is pure enough.

As someone with an MBA, | understand the economics. Any supposed financial gain is short-sighted, is
based in boom-bust cycling, is accepting the fact that all new mining operations purposely overpromise
profits and other benefits (one has to look no further than the way rallying cry "jobs, jobs, jobs" never material
in the quantity or stability of jobs promised) while underselling costs and damages, and has to grapple with
the capitalization of the gains and the socialization of the costs. We have to ask why we are allowing a foreign
company to destroy one of our only mountain ranges, poison our largest great lake, and take the value of our
resources out of our state. Who is benefiting here? Surely not Michiganders.

Also, as someone with an MBA, I understand that money, dollars, cents, profit, progress, and growth are the main
(only?) factors that are being considered here. So even though I am also a PhD with expertise in the climate crisis,
understand the accelerating unraveling of our social and ecological systems better than most, and recognize that it
would be much wiser to invest this $50M in climate resilience jobs, I recognize concerns around an increasingly
uncertain future for my children don't factor in here. It's curious how your decision-making doesn't prioritize your
own children, grandchildren, and beings yet to be born. Something to ponder maybe?But, since I understand this
comes down to economics, I'll leave you with this.

My work, as an integral ecologist working in sustainability and offering adventure-based counseling, ecotherapy,
nature connection education, and land-based reskilling is part of the rapidly growing "Outdoor Recreation industry."
This industry is one of the fastest-growing sectors of the US economy, contributing over $1T in 2022, which is
more than oil, gas, and mining combined. Outdoor recreation has always been, and continues to be, an important
economic driver of the Michigan economy. If we are being honest, this doesn't actually have to do with money,
because if it did, we would humbly accept the facts that: 1) outdoor recreation is more valuable to the economy than
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mining in terms of both dollars and livelihoods, 2) outdoor recreation and mining are incompatible, especially
around prime recreation sites such as the Porkies, and 3) the wave of young people in the outdoor rec industry who
are moving back to Michigan (like myself) are going to leave again if the state doesn't reconsider the trajectory of its
investments.

My work is an economic asset to the State of Michigan, is part of the trend in a shift to a post-extractive economy,
and is the future. If you are unable or unwilling to understand this, then you will lose people like myself who are
already considering relocating to another State which is prioritizing outdoor recreation. It behooves all of us to let go
of the past and re-orient ourselves to a rapidly changing future. And I encourage you to consider my case when
considering the denial of this grant request.

Thank you.

Michael Lynn Wellman, PhD



From: Jane Fitkin

To: MEDC MSF Comments
Subject: Public Comment RE: SSRP Grant Copperwood Mine
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 12:41:20 PM

Dear MSF Board Members:

| am a lifelong Michigander and Upper Peninsula resident. I’'m writing today on behalf
Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior to urge you to DENY the $50,000,000
SSRP Grant to Highland Copper for the Copperwood Mine by voting NO on the grant
when discussed at the MSF board meeting. This risky investment is a terrible decision
for the State of Michigan to make, for environmental as well as economic

reasons. Reasons | will point out to you today include a lack of social license for the
project; risk to the MSF in becoming the catalyst for future investments of a project
with a high likelihood of catastrophic failure; and financial risk associated with the
Tailings Disposal Facility.

Highland Copper has zero social license for this project. They’ve told you that they
have resolutions of support for the Copperwood from local municipalities, but these
resolutions aren’t representative of the people who live or recreate in the area.
Rather, they were passed at unadvertised meetings with 5 or 6 council members in
attendance, amounting to a total of a few dozen votes of support. Highland Copper
has not held any public meetings. Conversely, this Change.org petition opposing the
mine project already has over 12,000 signatures — more than the populations of all
the nearest towns combined.

Responsibility for the social condemnation of this risky project, as well as its high
potential for catastrophic impacts to Lake Superior and the regional recreation
industry, will fall on the initial catalyst for funding of this project. The MSF’s $50 million
grant will increase Highland Copper’s market cap by over double in USD, and
function as a state-level endorsement of the project; CEO Barry O’'Shea has even
pointed out that he wants to use this grant as a marketing tool: "l can tell you with
certainty that an award of this nature will move the needle significantly in terms of
(how) our debt providers and our equity investors look at our company. It's not only a
large financial boost for the project, but it is a true endorsement." This poses a high
level of risk for the MSF, MEDC and State of Michigan; don’t put your own credibility
on the line for a high-risk, low-return project from a foreign company.

The Copperwood Mine plans to be the closest sulfide mine to Lake Superior ever
constructed. There has never been a sulfide mine that did not contaminate nearby
waters. Sulfide mining is dangerous because the mining process pulls the mineral
from a sulfide-rich ore body, producing sulfides as a byproduct. If exposed to air or
water, sulfides create sulfuric acid, an extremely toxic chemical. Copperwood’s
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Copper ore grade is averaged at 1.5%. That means for every ton (2,000 Ibs) of
material extracted from the ground, at best 30 Ibs will be copper, and 1,970 Ibs will be
heavy metal-laden waste rock that will need to be treated and stored on-site forever.
Applying the same ratio to the proposed grant, only $750,000 would fund copper,
while more than $49M would fund sulfide-bearing, heavy metal laden waste, requiring
on-site storage, forever. Again, there has never been a sulfide mine that did not
contaminate nearby waters.

Additionally, Copperwood’s Tailings Disposal Facility design has a high risk of
rupturing. Because of the mine’s short anticipated lifespan, its infrastructure is only
designed to withstand 100-year storm events, but the immediate area has seen two
1000-year storms in the past decade. If a rupture occurs, cleanup would likely be
almost impossible due to the immediate impacts on Lake Superior, but efforts would
cost billions. The risk of catastrophic ruptures is so high that insurance companies in
the US and Canada have stopped providing coverage for tailings dams after 2019’s
deadly tailings dam failure in Brazil; those that still provide insurance have increased
the costs by double or more. This sulfide mine’s proximity to Lake Superior, which
holds 10% of the world’s surface freshwater and is the cleanest, coldest, and largest
of the Great Lakes, poses an extreme risk to not only the lake environment, but the
health and safety of Michiganders and others who rely on the Superior watershed for
clean drinking water.

Thank you for taking the time to carefully consider my comments. Please, vote NO to
DENY Highland Copper’s request for a $50 million investment from the State of
Michigan. The future of the Lake Superior shoreline and outdoor recreation viability of
the Upper Peninsula is critically important to me and my community. | urge you to be
on the right side of history and do what is within your power as an MSF board
member to prevent these potentially catastrophic impacts to the Porcupine Mountains
and Lake Superior watershed.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Fitkin
Director, Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior

jane@citizensforsuperior.org

Pronouns: she/they
P.O. Box 83
Marquette, Ml 49855
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