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MICHIGAN STRATEGIC FUND 
APPROVED MEETING MINUTES 

January 30, 2024 

Member Present 
Quentin L. Messer, Jr. 

Members Joined Remotely 
Britany L. Affolter-Caine  
Susan Corbin (Joined remotely at 10:05 a.m.)  
Wesley Eklund 
Rachael Eubanks 
Dimitrius Hutcherson 
Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich) 
Dan Meyering  
Leon Richardson 
Charles P. Rothstein 
Susan Tellier 
Cindy Warner 

Members Absent 
Randy Thelen  

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
Mr. Messer called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. The meeting was held in person in the Lake
Michigan Conference Room at the MEDC headquarters building in Lansing with optional
participation remotely.

Mr. Messer introduced Natalie Davenport, MSF Board Liaison, who conducted the attendance roll 
call. 

Susan Corbin joined the meeting at 10:05 a.m. after the roll call vote. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. Natalie Davenport explained the process for members of the public to participate. Public
comment was had.

III. COMMUNICATIONS

Ms. Davenport stated that communications were shared with the MSF Board on Friday, January 
26th.  

MSF Subcommittee Reports 
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Dimitrius Hutcherson, Chair of the MSF Finance and Investment Subcommittee, did not have any 
updates to report.  

Cindy Warner, Chair of the MSF Policy and Planning Subcommittee, did not have any updates to 
report.  

IV. CONSENT AGENDA
Resolution 2024-025, Approval of Consent Agenda Items
Quentin L. Messer Jr. asked if there were any questions from Board members regarding items under
the Consent Agenda. There being none, Dimitrius Hutcherson motioned for the approval of the
following:

a. Approval of January 23, 2024, Meeting Minutes

Dimitrius Hutcherson motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-025 to approve the consent 
agenda; Quentin L. Messer, Jr. seconded the motion. The motion carried: 12 ayes; 0 nays; 0 
recused.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Susan Corbin, Wesley Eklund, Rachael 
Eubanks, Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich), Quentin L. 
Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan Tellier, Cindy Warner; 
Nays: None; Recused: None.  

V. DEVELOP ATTRACTIVE PLACES

a. Resolution 2024-026 Strategic Site Readiness Program Grant Awards. Terri Fitzpatrick,
Chief Real Estate and Global Attraction Officer, supported by Paul O’Connell, Vice
President of Real Estate Development, and Nicole Whitehead, Director of Business
Operations, provided the Board with information regarding this action item. This action
involves the consideration of a resolution to approve eighteen (18) Strategic Site Readiness
Program grants totaling $87,546,962 for various sites around the State of Michigan. After
discussion, Quentin L. Messer, Jr., motioned for the approval of Resolution 2024-026
for the Strategic Site Readiness Program grant awards. Wesley Eklund seconded the motion.
The motion carried: 12 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Britany L. Affolter-Caine, Susan Corbin, Wesley Eklund,
Rachael Eubanks, Dimitrius Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich),
Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan Tellier,
Cindy Warner; Nays: None; Recused: None.

VI. ATTRACT, RETAIN, AND GROW BUSINESS

a. Copperwood, Inc. Strategic Site Readiness Program Performance-Based Grant for
Highland Copper Company, Inc. Erik Wilford, Strategic Project Advisor, supported by
Vicki Schwab, Managing Director of Regional Prosperity, Barry O’ Shea of Highland
Copper Company, Inc., and Marty Fittante of InvestUP, provided the Board with information
regarding this action item. This action involves the consideration of a resolution to approve a
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Strategic Site Readiness Program performance-based grant for Highland Copper Company, 
Inc. Following discussion, Quentin L. Messer, Jr. motioned to refer the project to the 
Michigan Strategic Fund Finance and Investment Subcommittee for expedited review. 
Charles P. Rothstein seconded the motion. The motion carried: 11 ayes, 0 nays, 0 recused, 
1 abstained.  

 
 ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes: Susan Corbin, Wesley Eklund, Rachael Eubanks, Dimitrius 
 Hutcherson, Michael B. Kapp (in lieu of Director Wieferich), Quentin L. Messer, Jr., Dan 
 Meyering, Leon Richardson, Charles P. Rothstein, Susan Tellier, Cindy Warner; Nays: 
 None; Recused: None; Abstained: Britany L. Affolter-Caine. 
  
 Quentin L. Messer, Jr. adjourned the meeting at 11:59 a.m.  





January 17, 2024  
 
 
 
MSF Fund Manager  
MEDC 
300 N. Washington Square 
Lansing, Michigan 
 
Dear Fund Manager, 
 
This is to advise that I am recusing myself from vo�ng and excuse myself during the discussion 
of the following items on the Michigan Strategic Fund Special Board Mee�ng Agenda on 
January 30, 2024. 
 

− Strategic Site Readiness Program(SSRP): Program Grant Awards  
 

The reason for my recusal is I have a poten�al conflict with these items due to a poten�al MSF 
grant to RPI related to this project.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Randy Thelen 



Thank you miss Davenport and Board Members of Michigan’s Strategic Fund. 

 You are charged with what is a difficult job having been chosen because of your 
remarkable Accomplishments throughout your career. Many can credit their success to the 
team of people they surround themselves with. 

 I have no doubt That there is a shortlist of individuals that you to would credit your 
success. These are the people I refer to as 10s, they are the few who show up early and stay 
late that carry the conviction and initiative to perform the needed tasks that lead to our 
success. 

 These are extraordinary individuals who are hard to come by, and for some are 
unfortunately out of reach. The success of their business and the quality of their services 
rely directly on the staff that are ever so increasingly difficult to find. 

I have spent some time now developing relationships and acquiring the information 
needed to best position the leaders that work within the community that I live.  

The incredible opportunity That this community has to offer, is because of our brightest & 
gifted talent who can be found working together as a collective to overcome the challenges 
of today and foster the environment needed to create the solutions for tomorrow. 

 I have found that my time is best spent assisting those who are working to improve the 
medical infrastructure that we rely on here in Michigan. The incentive to retain skilled labor 
in our state is of growing concern to me. 

 However, I have been blessed to find myself working with the teams that solve problems 
exist today in public health.  

The work we perform is with some of the most resourceful and thrifty of anybody I’ve met in 
this industry. It is evident to me that their success lies with-in the leadership as the people 
that they surround themselves with work tirelessly to accomplish more with less as the 
demand ever increases for their services and attention. 

The research and recommended solutions within my colleague’s proposal are what many 
consider to be the “Best Next Steps” for our community. Your careful consideration and 
attention on this matter will no doubt save lives.   

The future that we will face together is full of challenges and opportunity and the human 
resources available in our communities hold the solutions to the success that we will 
inevitably Inherit. I ask that you consider investing in our research and strategies. 

I would like to Thank You for your time, your service, and your continued support.   



Copperwood Resources Inc. 

310 US Highway 2, Suite B          

Wakefield, MI 49968 

www.highlandcopper.com 
 

 
 

October 26, 2023 

 

 

RE: Community Support for Copperwood Project 

 

The Copperwood Project team has reached out to local community stakeholders to demonstrate the level of 

support the project has in the area and has been receiving letters and adopted resolutions over the past few 

weeks.  

At the time of writing, the following documents are in hand and can be provided as required. More are expected 

in the days to come. 

 

Resolutions of support  

1. Bergland Township 

2. City of Bessemer 

3. City of Ironwood 

4. Erwin Township 

5. Gogebic County Road Commission 

6. Gogebic County Board of Commissioners 

7. Gogebic County Forestry and Parks 

8. Ironwood Township 

9. Ontonagon County Road Commission 

10. Ontonagon Township 

11. Village of Ontonagon 

12. Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region Commission (WUPPDR) 
 

Letters of support 

1. Aspirus Ironwood Hospital  

2. Aspirus Ontonagon Hospital 

3. Coleman Engineering 

4. Gogebic Community College 

5. Keweenaw Land Association 

6. Silvercreek Excavating 

7. U.P. Michigan Works 
 

Videos of support 

1. Village of Ontonagon 

2. Gogebic Community College 

3. Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region Commission (WUPPDR) 

 

 

If you require copies or would like more information, we will be happy to provide what is needed.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Copperwood Project Team 

 









Resolution Number: 10 11 2023 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT  

FOR THE COPPERWOOD MINE PROJECT BY HIGHLAND COPPER COMPANY  

IN GOGEBIC COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

At the Regular Board Meeting of the Township Board of Erwin Township, duly held on October 11, 2023, duly held in 

the Erwin Township Hall, the following Resolution was offered by Trustee Jim Anderson, supported by Treasurer 

Roberta Nuce. 

PRESENT: James Anderson, Larry Grimsby, William Hellen, Roberta Nuce, and Betty Perkis. 

ABSENT: none 

WHEREAS the Township of Erwin supports the development of safe, modern and responsible mining as planned for 
Highland Copper Company’s Copperwood Mine Project located in Ironwood and Wakefield Townships of Gogebic 
County, Michigan, and; 

WHEREAS the Township of Erwin acknowledges the commitment of Highland Copper Company to maintain their 
transparent and regular engagement with local and regional communities and remain a positive partner for the 
region, and; 

WHEREAS the Township of Erwin recognizes the commitment of Highland Copper Company to develop an 
environmentally sound copper mine that will maximize local employment and will provide expansive economic 
benefits to the Western Upper Peninsula, contributing to the revitalization of the local and regional economy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Township of Erwin fully supports the development of Highland Copper 

Company’s Copperwood Mine Project.  

The forgoing resolution offered by Board Member James Anderson second offered by Board Member Roberta Nuce.] 

Upon roll call vote the following voted 

YEAS: Anderson, Grimsby, Hellen, Nuce, Perkis 

NAYS: none 

 

Respectfully submitted by , 

Betty Perkis 

Erwin Township Clerk 































 
October 19, 2023 
 
 
Marty Fittante 
Chief Executive Officer 
InvestUP 
101 W. Washington, Suite 13 
Marquette, MI 49855 
 
 
RE: Highland Copper Company – Copperwood Mine Project 
 
 
Dear M. Fittante, 

My name is Tim Lynott, President and CEO of Keweenaw Land Association, Ltd. a Michigan 
corporation based in Ironwood, Michigan. We have operated here for over 150 years as a mineral 
and timber management company and currently manage about 429,000 acres of minerals across 
upper Michigan and at the Copperwood project. Not only do we work here in Michigan, we live 
here and we are from here, we have always been here.  

A Pure Michigan and clean energy future starts with responsible and sustainable mining. Mining 
of those minerals can be done in Michigan as demonstrated by the Eagle mine.  

For too long, the western end of the UP has seen a decline in population and economic growth, 
since the White Pine mine closed in the 90’s followed by the Ontonagon paper mill in the 2000’s 
and then the Ojibway correctional facility in the 2010’s. Our greatest export has been our youth 
and our families that can no longer afford to live here. This is an opportunity to change all of that!  

I call it a Friday night fish fry and an F-150 in the driveway. Back when the mines were in 
operation, life was good. People remember those times and want to see them return. Family 
sustaining jobs, filling our schools and our stores, and once again contributing to a Michigan 
economy.  

The opportunity is not only for families but also for Michigan. During the pandemic we heard 
about supply chain challenges. This opportunity before us can help eliminate that challenge by 
mining and refining the necessary minerals to supply the manufacturers of products that are made 
in Michigan. Can you imagine an F-150 rolling off the assembly line in Detroit utilizing minerals 
and copper mined from Upper Michigan?  

It is not only the supply chain but also the value chain. Michigan is home to the Big 3 auto 
manufacturers that will be consuming ever more amounts of these critical and strategic metals. 



The value proposition for Michigan is capturing the value across the product life cycle including 
mining severance taxes, local, and state corporate taxes as well as income taxes for the numerous 
jobs this investment will support.  

Pure Michigan is not about choosing recreation or the environment over industry. It is about 
pursuing both in a responsible and sustainable manner.  

They can coexist in Michigan, and in Upper Michigan they have always coexisted. Some of the 
most beautiful areas we have are former mines, across the UP, that have recovered from the sins 
of the past long before environmental standards existed. In the 21st century, new standards exist. 
And Michigan has some of the best which will guarantee we protect all of our precious resources. 

An investment of this magnitude will keep the people here in Upper Michigan that want to stay 
here, it will bring back those people that want to return here, and it will ensure that Pure Michigan 
will carry on for those people that visit and recreate here! 

Mined in Michigan, Made in Michigan! 

Sincerely,  

 
 
Tim Lynott 
President and CEO 
Keweenaw Land Association, Ltd. 
 



October 20, 2023 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I have been involved with the Copperwood Project since 2008 and have seen the site 
progress from just a couple of road projects involving graveling and fixing culverts to property 
development and improvements.  My wife and I have been strong supporters of the mine 
project throughout the years.  We have attended public hearings to support the many different 
permits necessary for a responsibly safe and permitted mine, spoke with legislators and 
community leaders, and plain old put boots on the ground to perform work on the site to make 
this project a reality for our area.  This past year has been the most impressive and exciting year 
with the progress that has been made.  

 
Gogebic and Ontonagon County’s economy has lost many large employers in the area 

such as Connor Forest Industries, Norco Window, Steiger’s Lumber Mill, Ojibway Correctional 
Facility, White Pine Mine, just to name a few.  Many of those employees have since retired or 
moved out of the area.  Our younger population has dropped significantly because of this and 
many wish they could come home, but just can’t find a good job to come home to.  Our 
population consists mainly of the Baby Boomer generation since there are very few “good” job 
opportunities available for the younger working force.  Because of this, our schools are 
especially hurting because families must move out of the area to seek better employment.  
Relocation of families results in smaller class sizes, less State funding for the schools, and school 
administrations making hard decisions on what classes to keep and which ones to eliminate.  
School curriculums are at a bare minimum compared to what they were even 20 years ago.  The 
trade’s have been lost and many extracurricular activities must be combined with neighboring 
schools just to continue with those programs.  Local and County Governments struggle to fix 
roads and maintain buildings and infrastructure because of the continuously decreasing 
population.  Without a promise of a major employer in the area, we all know what will happen 
to our communities:  no schools, terrible roads, no hospitals for important healthcare, 
delipidated homes and buildings, and closed small businesses.  

 
A mine project at Copperwood would provide those “good” jobs for people to move 

back home to and ensure that our communities don’t turn into ghost towns.  It holds a promise 
of good paying jobs for both me and my wife, our friends and families, and also to our children, 
who we hope are able to at least have a choice if they want to stay here or move elsewhere.  
Currently, there is no option for them but to move.  Building a mine would provide many 
different job opportunities to the whole region and stimulate our economy, make our schools 
strong again, provide a good tax base for our local and county governments, and bring good and 
hardworking people back to our area.   We fully support the Copperwood Mine Project! 
 
Sincerely, 
Chris and Mandy Lake  
Silver Creek Excavating and Trucking, LLC 
Wakefield Township, Michigan 



Upper Peninsula Michigan Works!  upmichiganworks.org 
Get Ready to Win  1-800-285-9675 

 

A Proud Partner of the  Network 
 

Equal Opportunity Employer Michigan Relay Center 711 - Auxiliary Aids & Services Available to Individuals with Disabilities 
- Affiliated with the Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity, State of Michigan - Supported by the State of Michigan 

- A Proud Partner of the American Job Center Network - 1-800-285-WORK (9675) 
 

This program is funded with federal dollars. 

October 18, 2023 
 
 
Marty Fittante 
Chief Executive Officer 
InvestUP 
101 W. Washington, Suite 13 
Marquette, MI 49855 
 
 
RE: Highland Copper Company – Copperwood Mine Project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Fittante, 

The decline of our area’s economy with the closure of White Pine Mine 30 years ago, Ontonagon Paper mill a few 
years later, and more recently the closure of the prison in Marenisco, has left a significant gap in the ability of the 
residents to secure family-sustaining jobs. This is evidenced by the population decline and the increase in the 
average age of residents.  The Copperwood Mine Project will provide a wind of change and significant improvement 
to the economy of the area. 

We are providing this letter to express our support for the Copperwood Mine Project.  As an active workforce 
development entity that serves the entire Upper Peninsula of Michigan, we support the development of a safe, 
modern, and environmentally and socially responsible mine in our region.  We understand the need for copper in 
this age of transition to a lower carbon economy and hope that Michigan, through its support of the Copperwood 
Mine Project, can become a leader in this area by locally extracting copper, a metal critical to the manufacturing of 
technologies supporting this transition. 

In conclusion, we support Highland Copper Company’s Copperwood Mine Project that will be transformative to our 
local and regional economy and accelerate our return to a thriving area. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss this matter or to answer any questions you may have.   

Sincerely,  

 
Debb Brunell, CEO 
Upper Peninsula Michigan Works! 
906-482-6916 
dbrunell@upmichiganworks.org 
 



Gogebic-Ontonagon Intermediate School District

Office of the Superintendent
Phone: (906) 575-3438

Fax: (906) 575-3373
200 South Elm Street

PO Box 20
Ewen, Michigan 49925

October 23, 2023

Marty Fittante
Chief Executive Officer
InvestUP
101 W. Washington, Suite 13
Marquette, MI 49855

RE: Highland Copper Company – Copperwood Mine Project

Dear Mr. Fittante,

The decline of our area’s economy with the closure of White Pine Mine 30 years ago, Ontonagon Paper
mill a few years later, and more recently, the closure of the prison in Marenisco has left a significant gap
in the ability of the residents to secure family-sustaining jobs. This is evidenced by the decline in the
population as well as the increase in the average age of residents. The Copperwood Mine Project will
provide a wind of change and significant improvement to the economy of the area.

We are providing this letter to express our support for the Copperwood Mine Project. As an educational
service agency that works with families and schools in the Western Upper Peninsula of Michigan, we
support the development of a safe, modern, environmentally and socially responsible mine in our region.
We understand the need for copper in this age of transition to a lower carbon economy and hope that
Michigan, through its support of the Copperwood Mine Project, can become a leader in this area by locally
extracting copper, a metal critical to the manufacturing of technologies supporting this transition.

In conclusion, we support Highland Copper Company’s Copperwood Mine Project, which will be
transformative to our local and regional economy and accelerate our return to a thriving area.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 906-575-3438 to discuss this matter or answer any questions.

Sincerely,

Alan R. Tulppo, Ed.S.
Superintendent
Gogebic-Ontonagon Intermediate School District

The Gogebic-Ontonagon ISD will serve students and families by creating, leading, supporting, and enriching educational
opportunities in Gogebic and Ontonagon counties.



 
 
 
November 22, 2023 
 
 
 
InvestUP 
Atn:  Marty Fitante, Chief Execu�ve Officer 
101 West Washington Street, Suite 13 
Marquete, MI  49855 
 
RE: Highland Copper Company – Copperwood Mine Project 
 
Dear Mr. Fittante, 
 
Please accept this letter of support for the Copperwood Project in Gogebic County. Northern Michigan 
University is a rural-serving comprehensive institution based in Marquette in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula with approximately 7,000 students and over 170 degree programs. Northern values the 
important responsibility of partnership in support of our region’s prosperity. Through collaboration with 
industry and economic development partners like InvestUP, we are preparing students for success in 
high-wage, in-demand careers that are also enabling new economic development throughout the 
region. Consistent with its commitment to access and lifelong learning, Northern also takes great pride 
in supporting non-degree programs that support skill development and workforce training in 
partnership with Upper Peninsula employers.  
 
We are encouraged by new opportunities presented for sustainable mineral production in the western 
Upper Peninsula. This region has faced severe challenges over the past three decades with the closure of 
the White Pine Mine, the former Smurfit Stone paper mill in Ontonagon, and former state Ojibwa 
Correctional Facility in Marenisco, resulting in record unemployment, population decline, and shrinking 
K-12 enrollment. 
 
The Copperwood Project is projected to support 380 full-time operational jobs and 273 indirect jobs 
annually through 2037, in addition to 300 construction jobs for the project development.  The projected 
$77.3 million in annual labor income and $13.7 million in state and local taxes from this project will have 
a profound impact in this community and throughout our region, while also supporting responsible 
production of minerals that are necessary to fuel our growing mobility economy in Michigan.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to support this monumental investment in the Upper Peninsula.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Brock Tessman, Ph.D. 
President 



 

     

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 
 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

 
 
November	14,	2023	
	
Marty	Fittante	
Chief	Executive	Officer	
InvestUP	
101	W.	Washington,	Suite	13	
Marquette,	MI	49855	
	
RE:	Highland	Copper	Company	–	Copperwood	Mine	Project	
	
Dear	Mr.	Fittante,	
	
As	Michigan’s	university	chartered	to	serve	the	industrial	needs	of	the	state	and	originally	named	
the	Michigan	Mining	School,	we	provide	this	letter	of	support	for	the	Copperwood	Mine	Project.	We	
understand	the	need	for	copper	in	this	age	of	transition	to	a	lower	carbon	economy	and	hope	that	
Michigan,	through	its	support	of	the	Copperwood	Mine	Project,	can	become	a	leader	in	this	area	by	
locally	extracting	copper,	a	metal	critical	to	the	manufacturing	of	technologies	supporting	this	
transition.	
	
The	Copperwood	Mine	Project	aligns	with	our	commitment	to	fostering	responsible	industrial	
practices	that	prioritize	safety,	environmental	stewardship,	and	community	well-being.	We	believe	
that	the	development	of	this	mine	will	not	only	contribute	to	meeting	the	increasing	demand	for	
copper	but	will	also	serve	as	a	model	for	sustainable	mining	practices.	
	
Furthermore,	we	recognize	the	economic	benefits	that	the	Copperwood	Mine	Project	can	bring	to	
our	region,	creating	job	opportunities	and	fostering	economic	growth.	We	anticipate	that	this	
program	can	contribute	to	the	prosperity	of	the	Western	Upper	Peninsula	and	strengthen	
Michigan's	position	as	a	hub	for	responsible	resource	extraction.	
	
We	endorse	the	Copperwood	Mine	Project	and	express	our	enthusiasm	for	the	positive	
contributions	it	can	make	to	our	region	and	the	state	of	Michigan	as	a	whole.	
	
Sincerely,	

	 	
Rick	Koubek	 	 	
President		 	 	 	 	



CARP LAKE TOWNSHIP
OF ONTONAGONCOUNTY

PO Box 397
White Pine, MI 49971
Phone (906) 885-5884
Fax (906) 885-5236

RESOLUTION 2023-11 - CARP LAKE TOWNSHIP
SUPPORT FOR COPPERWOOD MINE PROJECT

HIGHLAND COPPER CO IN GOGEBIC COUNTY, MI

WHEREAS the Carp Lake Township Board supports the development of safe, modern, and responsible mining as
planned for Highland Copper Company's Copperwood Mine Project located in Ironwood and Wakefield
Townships of Gogebic County, Michigan, and;

WHEREAS the Carp Lake Township Board acknowledges the commitment ofHighland Copper Company to

maintain their transparent and regular engagement with local and regional communities and remain a positive
partner for the region, and;

WHEREAS the Carp Lake Township Board recognizes the commitment of Highland Copper Company to develop

an environmentally sound copper mine that will maximize local employment and will provide expansive economic
benefits to the Western Upper Peninsula, contributing to the revitalization of the local and regional economy.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the carp Lake Township Board fully supports the development of
Highland Copper Company's Copperwood Mine Project.

At the Regular Board Meeting of the Township of Carp Lake, Ontonagon County, MI, duly held on October 1 8,

2023, at the Carp Lake Town Hall, 17 Main Street, White Pine, MI, the forgoing Resolution 2023-11 was offered
by:

Board member and supported by board member

Upon a roll call vote, the following voted:

Nays

The supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

, Clerk

ner Ayes
asa-ü...a-.,

Absent

the duly elected and acting Clerk of Carp Lake Township, hereby certify that the foregoing1,

resolution was adopted by the Township Board of said Township at the regularmeeting of said Board held on October
1 8, 2023, at which meeting a quorum was present by a roll call vote of said members as hereinbefore set forth; that
said Resolution 2023-11 was ordered to take immediate effect.

Clerk

Carp Lake Township is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



















 

 

Dear Michigan Strategic Fund Board, 

Thank you for your consideration of the Highland Copper – Copperwood Mine Project at your next 

meeting. This is a tremendous opportunity for the state of Michigan to make an enormous impact in one 

of the most economically challenged areas in all of the Upper Peninsula and the state of Michigan as a 

whole.  

Following the closure of White Pine Copper Mine, the area has suffered from high unemployment, 

population decline, a loss of many community members, and a limitation on services they were once 

able to provide, among others. Most recently, the 2018 closure of the prison in Marenisco has devasted 

families, schools, churches, civic groups, and other business in the same area of the UP. The state 

pledged significant financial support to help the area deal with the closure, but it has struggled to find 

avenues to accomplish that goal outside of a few opportunities with local economic development 

agencies and some worker retraining. 

As you are likely aware, this project has the power to both bring prosperity to an economically struggling 

region of our state, and also place Michigan at the forefront of the resource side of the electrical 

advancements currently occurring around the world. The project is expected to generate a total capital 

investment of $425 million, and create roughly 380 high wage, family sustaining jobs in the Western UP. 

The people of the area remember the opportunities and success mining brought to the area. They are 

confident in their ability to be partners with Highland Copper to bring prosperity to the area, the Upper 

Peninsula, and the state of Michigan. 

Again, we thank you for consideration and ask that you move forward with the support for the project, 

helping to launch this great opportunity for our state. 

Sincerely, 

                              

Senator Ed McBroom   Representative Greg Markkanen  

38th Senate District   110th House District 









 

PO Box 9, East Tawas MI 48730 
www.develop-iosco.org 

January 11, 2024 
 
Nicole Whitehead, EDFP, Business Operations Director 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) 
300 N. Washington Square 
Lansing, MI 48913 
 
Re:  Letter of Support: Strategic Site Readiness Program (SSRP) Oscoda-Wurtsmith Airport 

Authority Grant Request 
 
Dear Ms. Whitehead: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Develop Iosco, Inc., we offer this letter of support for 
Oscoda-Wurtsmith Airport Authority (OWAA)’s Strategic Site Readiness Program (SSRP) grant that 
will represent a significant economic investment in Iosco County.  
 
Develop Iosco serves as the economic development organization in Iosco County by convening 
and facilitating economic development activities within Iosco County related to business 
development. We recognize that OWAA is critical to the success of the county’s economic 
prosperity and applaud their leadership role not only in the region but nationally in the aviation 
industry with support services including maintenance, repair, and overhaul.     
 
OWAA’s impact on employment in Iosco County is significant. The county was home to 25,213 
residents in 2020. Nearly fifteen percent (14.6%), or approximately 3,700, of county residents met 
the federal poverty guidelines. Between 2019 and 2020, median household income declined from 
$43,678 to $42,628, a −2.4% decrease. This data underscores the importance of why investments 
in job creation and business development are so important to the community.  
 
OWAA’s SSRP grant will have a positive impact on the economic development of the community. 
The airport is home to Iosco County’s largest employer, Kalitta Air, which singularly represents 7% 
of the county’s employed workforce according to 2022 data from the Michigan Labor Market and 
the Northeast Michigan Council of Government. Other nationwide employers such as USA Jet, 
Phoenix Composite and Instacoat are cornerstone businesses at OWAA. The airport campus 
collectively employs nearly one-quarter of all workers in Iosco County.  
 
As an economic development organization, DI promotes Iosco County as a place for business 
growth to improve the quality of life for current and new residents. The SSRP project exemplifies 
an opportunity that Develop Iosco wholeheartedly supports. We look forward to supporting 
OWAA’s efforts in the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gloria A. Brooks, MPA   Christopher Martin 
President, Board of Directors Executive Director 
president@develop-iosco.org executivedirector@develop-iosco.org   
  

mailto:president@develop-iosco.org
mailto:executivedirector@develop-iosco.org


   
 

         

 
 
October 30, 2023 
 
Terri Fitzpatrick 
EVP|Chief Real estate and Global Attraction Officer 
Executive Director, Office of Tribal Business Development 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
300 N. Washington Square 
Lansing, MI  48913 
 
 RE:  SSRP APPLICATION for Innovation Interchange Technology & Industrial Park 
          Latson Road Site, Howell, Michigan 
 
Dear Terri, 
 
The Detroit Regional Partnership (DRP) strongly supports the Innovation Technology & Industrial 
Park’s request for SSRP funding support to the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC).  
Latson Partners LLC has committed hundreds of thousands of dollars to procure and develop the site.  
The 300 acre site is strategically located with direct access to the Latson Road Interchange at I-96. 
Sewer and water have been extended to the site.  The site is located in the heart of Livingston County, 
just 6 miles from US23, 16 miles from Oakland County and 22 miles from Ann Arbor.   
 
The site is currently in DRP’s Verified Industrial Properties site readiness program (VIP BY DRP) and is 
a strategic site for our region. It has been submitted for numerous RFI’s and was identified as the top 
Data Center site by Consultants Newmark.   DRP anticipates spending VIP funding to further study the 
site and ready it for development.  
 
We are ready and available to have follow up discussions with the MEDC and partners on why we 
believe this site should be considered for SSRP funding. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 

 
 
Maureen Donohue Krauss 
President and CEO 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

         

 
 
 
 
 



   
 

         

 
 
October 30, 2023 
 
Terri Fitzpatrick 
EVP|Chief Real estate and Global Attraction Officer 
Executive Director, Office of Tribal Business Development 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
300 N. Washington Square 
Lansing, MI  48913 
 
 RE:  SSRP APPLICATION for Shiawassee Economic Development Partnership (SEDP) 
                      Sites: Parmenter and Owosso 
 
Dear Terri, 
 
The Detroit Regional Partnership (DRP) strongly supports industrial sites Parmenter and Owosso in 
Shiawassee County and Shiawassee Economic Development Partnership’s request for SSRP funding 
support to the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC).  Both sites are in DRP’s Verified 
Industrial Properties Program and have been vetted through our 3rd party engineers due diligence 
process.   Both sites have been submitted for numerous RFI’s on behalf of our region. There is a unique 
funding opportunity for shared utility resources to these sites with a significant amount of existing 
capacity. 
 
We are ready and available to have follow up discussions with the MEDC and partners on why we 
believe both sites should be considered for SSRP funding. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 

 
 
Maureen Donohue Krauss 
President and CEO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

         

 



October 17, 2023
Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Strategic Site Readiness Program
300 N. Washington Square
Lansing, MI 48913

Subject: Letter of Support – Strategic Site Readiness Program

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to offer my support for the Lansing Economic Development Corporation’s Strategic 
Site Readiness Program (SSRP) application.

The City of Lansing is dedicated to revitalizing blighted properties and bringing new commercial 
business to the many vacant parcels that are available, with a priority on the Racer Trust Plant 6 
site. This industrial property requires extensive predevelopment work to make it an attractive 
investment. Through the SSRP grant, Lansing intends to eliminate barriers to development on the 
site that have kept the property vacant for decades.

The Racer Trust Plant 6 site holds immense potential to enhance the economic landscape through 
the potential of the electric vehicle industry making its home in Lansing and its surrounding 
areas. The preparation of this site shows the City’s commitment to fostering a conductive 
environment for businesses, attracting investment, and ultimately bolstering the economic vitality 
of the region.

As a State Senator, advocating for the economic prosperity of my district is among my highest 
priorities and I recognize the significant impact that investments like the SSRP grant can have on 
our community. Collaboration and partnerships between local and state entities, as demonstrated 
here, are crucial to realizing these positive changes and advancing our common goals.

Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to my office.

Sincerely,

Majority Floor Leader 
State Senator Sam Singh



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 16, 2023 

 

 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

Strategic Site Readiness Program 

300 N. Washington Square 

Lansing, MI 48913 

 

Subject: Letter of Support – Strategic Site Readiness Program  

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing to offer my support for the Lansing Economic Development Corporation’s Strategic Site 

Readiness Program (SSRP) application. 

 

The City of Lansing is dedicated to revitalizing blighted properties and bringing new commercial business 

to the many vacant parcels that are available, with a priority on the Racer Trust Plant 6 site. This 

industrial property requires extensive predevelopment work to make it an attractive investment. Through 

the SSRP grant, Lansing intends to eliminate barriers to development on the site that have kept the 

property vacant for decades.  

 

The Racer Trust Plant 6 site holds immense potential to enhance the economic landscape through the 

potential of the electric vehicle industry making its home in Lansing and its surrounding areas. The 

preparation of this site shows the City’s commitment to fostering a conductive environment for 

businesses, attracting investment, and ultimately bolstering the economic vitality of the region.  

 

As a state representative, advocating for the economic prosperity of my district is among my highest 

priorities and I recognize the significant impact that investments like the SSRP grant can have on our 

community. Collaboration and partnerships between local and state entities, as demonstrated here, are 

crucial to realizing these positive changes and advancing our common goals.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to 

my office at 517-373-0822 or at AngelaWitwer@house.mi.gov.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Angela Witwer 

State Representative 

House District 76 





October 18, 2023 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
Strategic Site Readiness Program 
300 N. Washington Square 
Lansing, MI 48913 

Subject: Letter of Support – Strategic Site Readiness Program 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I strongly support the Lansing Economic Development Corporation’s (LEDC) Strategic Site 
Readiness Program (SSRP) application.  

Lansing has a rich history of fostering economic development and attracting investments, and the 
LEDC has been instrumental in these efforts. The SSRP grant presents an opportunity to further 
enhance our community’s economic landscape by preparing one of the city’s priority sites in the 
Racer Trust Plant 6 site. This industrial property requires extensive predevelopment work.  

Through the SSRP grant, Lansing intends to eliminate barriers to development on the Racer Trust 
Plant 6 site that have kept the property vacant for decades. The Racer Trust Plant 6 site has a 
substantial opportunity to transform the city’s economic landscape, with the potential for the 
electric vehicle industry to establish a significant presence in Lansing and its neighboring areas.  

I have complete confidence in the LEDC’s ability to affectively utilize and implement the SSRP 
grant, leveraging its potential to benefit both the local economy and the residents of Lansing. The 
LEDC’s commitment to economic development and their proven track record in successful project 
execution instills further confidence in the success of this initiative.  

Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to my office. 

Sincerely, 

Andy Schor
Mayor 
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Kalamazoo County, Michigan
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L E G E N D
A-1  Agriculture
A-2  Agriculture
R-1  Residential, Single Family
R-2  Residential, Single Family 
R-3  Residential, Single & Two Family
R-4  Residential, Multiple Family
R-5  Residential, Multiple Family, High Density
R-6  Mobile Home Park
C-1  Commercial, Local
C-2  Commercial, General
I-1 Industrial, Restricted
I-2  Industrial, Manufacturing
I-3 Industrial, Service
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Is the proposed Strategic Site or Mega-Strategic Site incorporated into a strategic plan of a political subdivision of
Michigan?

Yes  

Please explain

Project Link 2.0
DRP Verified Industrial Property (VIP)  

ms lac report 1023.pdf  

Provide any other additional criteria approved by the MSF Board that are specific to each individual project, and
consistent with the purpose of the SSRP.

This property has one owner, it is zoned industrial, it is competitively priced, most utilities are in place with the exception of the sewer, and
there is suitable power for developers/manufacturers that would consider this site.

Michigan Strategic Fund

To Whom it May Concern:

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the Monroe County Business Alliance (MCBA), please accept this letter offering our support
for LAC Real Estate Corporation application for the Strategic Site Readiness Program. 
LAC Real Estate is a family trust that has slowly been selling off the family farm. A few years ago they sold acreage that is now home to a
large megawatt solar farm. The 140 acre parcel we are seeking support is currently zoned light industrial and will make a great large site for
an advanced manufacturing operation or an industrial park. 
The above-mentioned parcel is incorporated as part of our soon to be released Link Plan 2.0, a second phase comprehensive economic
development strategy with site readiness as a key component. 
We ask that you give this site your consideration for financial support as it will be key in growing the area. 
Should you have any questions related to this communication please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours in a Successful Michigan

Tim C. Lake
CEO
 







 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 27, 2023 
 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am writing to share my full support of the Covenant Industrial Park (CIP) site development project in 
Lowell Charter Township along I-96 at Exit 52. I agree with the regional economic development 
agency – The Right Place – that this project is a priority for west and central Michigan.  
 
The areas along I-96 east of Grand Rapids, including Lowell, are well-situated to be the next frontier 
in the economic development along the Grand Rapids-Lansing corridor. The Covenant Industrial Park 
is uniquely situated on a key east-west highway, near a north-south highway, and within minutes of the 
Gerald R. Ford International Airport. The CIP site-readiness project will allow the developer to build-
to-suit for industrial and commercial users and attract needed businesses and jobs. The $35 million 
investment will allow for the construction of the necessary water services and infrastructure to the site, 
along with related improvements to the City of Lowell wastewater facility.  
 
Located between Lansing and the Grand Rapids metro area, the CIP will attract talent and business to 
central and west Michigan. Given its location between these two metro areas, the site will have access 
to a large skilled labor pool of approximately 900,000 people. This project is needed for the further 
economic growth of the area. Currently, the Greater Grand Rapids area has an industrial vacancy rate 
of under 1.7%. Experts argue that the CIP project will help spur the growth of up to 3,000 jobs in west 
and central Michigan, meaning the investment is at $11,667 per job created. That is a worthwhile 
project for jobs in the central and west Michigan community. There is also significant potential for 
further residential, retail, commercial and industrial development areas to the south, east, and west of 
the CIP site.  
 
It is my understanding that The Right Place will be submit an application to the MEDC for funds to 
accomplish the wastewater system upgrade at the site. I fully support the CIP investment and appreciate 
your consideration of this letter. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact my 
office. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Joe Tate 
Speaker of the House 









301 East Main Street
Lowell, Michigan 49331
Phone (616) 897-8457

Fax (616) 897-4085

January 21, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

On January 18, 2022, the City of Lowell City Council approved a motion stating the following in 
regards to property totaling approximately 240 acres in the south part of Lowell Charter Township and 
located adjacent to I-96 that has the potential for significant industrial development: 

1. To facilitate development and encourage grant funding, the City Attorney and City Manager
are authorized to work with the Township to negotiate a letter of understanding which may
include consideration of a 425 agreement and establishment of a joint authority for sewer
and water serving both the City and Township.

2. That the City investigate and support further joint efforts with the Township that may be in
the best interests of both.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Michael Burns
City Manager

4886-8281-0122 v1 [60857-994]
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